Writing a UN Resolution

What: What is a resolution? A resolution is a document that contains all the issues that the committee wants to solve and the proposed solutions to that issue.

Who: Who writes a resolution? Any delegate in the committee can write a resolution, the author of a resolution is called a sponsor.
Most resolutions have multiple sponsors because it takes a group of countries to share good ideas and to come to a consensus.
A resolution has three main parts: the heading, the pre-ambulatory clauses, and the operative clauses. 
1. Heading
The heading contains four pieces of information: the committee name, the sponsors, the signatories, and the topic. 
The committee name and topic should be self-explanatory. The sponsors are the authors of the resolution. The signatories are other delegates in the committee who do not necessarily agree with the resolution but would like to see it debated. Most conferences require a minimum number or percentage of sponsors and signatories (or a combination of both) before a resolution can be presented.
2. Pre-ambulatory clauses
The pre-ambulatory clauses states all the issues that the committee wants to resolve on this issue. It may state reasons why the committee is working on this issue and highlight previous international actions on the issue. Pre-ambulatory clauses can include:
· Past UN resolutions, treaties, or conventions related to the topic
· Past regional, non-governmental, or national efforts in resolving this topic
· References to the UN Charter or other international frameworks and laws
· Statements made by the Secretary-General or a relevant UN body or agency
· General background info formation or facts about the topic, its significance, and its impact.
Tips for writing a pre-ambulatory clause:
· It’s very simple to write a pre-ambulatory clauses. First, take a statement that you want to write about (perhaps an issue you want to solve or a specific fact from one of the five bullet points above). 
· You then take that statement, combine it with an underlined pre-ambulatory phrase, and end it with a comma. 
· Here are some example pre-ambulatory phrases from that you can choose from:
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Example pre-ambulatory clause:
For example, my country wants to address the issue of how HIV/AIDS has spread rapidly in sub-Saharan Africa. I pick a pre-ambulatory phrase from above — I’ll use “Alarmed by” — and then I combine it to say:
Alarmed by the 17% increase in HIV/AIDS contraction among sub-Saharan African countries in the past five years,
3. Operative clauses
Operative clauses state the solutions that the sponsors of the resolution proposes to resolve the issues. The operative clauses should address the issues specifically mentioned in the pre-ambulatory clauses above it.
It’s very simple to write an operative clause. First, take a solution that you want to include in the resolution. You then take that solution, combine it with an underlined operative phrase, and end it with a semicolon (the last operative clause ends with a full-stop). Here are some example operative phrase that you can choose from:
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For example, my first solution is to distribute low-cost medicines for HIV/AIDS to sub-Saharan African countries. I pick an operative phrase from above — I’ll use “Calls upon” — and then I combine it and number it to say:
1. Calls upon the developed countries and major pharmaceutical countries to provide low-cost, generic medicines for HIV/AIDS to sub-Saharan African countries;
Amendments
Approved draft resolutions are modified through amendments. An amendment is a written statement that adds, deletes or changes an operative clause in a draft resolution. The amendment process is used to strengthen consensus on a resolution by allowing delegates to change the operative clauses.






Template for resolution writing:
1. Heading
Committee name: (name of the country putting the ideas forward) ______________________ 
The sponsors: (others who also back the resolution/agree with it)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 The signatories: (others who want to see the issue debated – don’t have to agree with it)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Pre-ambulatory clause (this is the issue that needs solving – there is a specific way to write this – see guide)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Operative clause (this is a suggestion for solving issue – there is a specific way to write this – see guide)
[bookmark: _GoBack]__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sample Preambulatory Phrases

Afteming Expecting Having studied
Alarmed by Expressing ts appreciation Keeping in mind
Approving Expreceing ts catefacion  Notng wih regret
Aare of Fulfling Noting vith deep concern
Bearing Inmind  Fully slarmed Noting with satifaction
Believing Fully aware Noting further

Contdent Fully believing Noting with appraval
Contemplating  Further deploring Observing

Convinced Further recaling Reaffirming

Declaring Guided by Realizing

Deeply concerned  Hoving adopted Recalin

Deeply conscious  Having considered Recoanizing

Decply convinced  Having considered further  Referting
Decply disturbed  Hoving devted attenton  Secking

Decply regratting  Hoving examined Taking o account
Basiing Having heard Taking into consideration
Emphaszing  Hoving recaived Taking note’
Viewing with appreciaion
Welcoming

Pre-ambulatory clauses
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Sample Operative Phrases

Accepts Encoursges Further recommends
Affums Endorses Further requests
‘Approves Expreases s appreciation. Further resalves
Autharizes Expresses it hope Has resalved
Calls Further nvies. Notes
Cals upon Deplores. Prodaims.
Condemns Designates Reattims
Confirme. Gravs the attention Recommends
Congratulates. Emphasizes Regrets
Consigers Encourages Reminds.
Declores accordingly Endorses. Requests
Deplores. Expresses s appreciation Solemnly affirms.
Designates Expresses it hope Strongly condemns.
Draws the attention  Further invites Supports
Emphasizes Further procims Takes note of

Further reminds. Tranamits

Trusts

Operative clouses




