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Wil Gmger
Gél to Stay?

After fleeing the violent gang that kidnapped her in Honduras,
she crossed illegally into the U.S. in search of a better life.
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' November 2017, as Ginger walked home from school
i the overcrowded neighborhood in Honduras where
she grew up, something happened that changed her e,
A woman approached her asking for elp. While
(Ginger was disractd talking 1 the woman, some men
grabbed Ginger and kidnapped hec. The men, who were likely
part of  criminal gang or dru cartel, held e fo several days
in.an ahandoned house,
along with some other young.
people. Jus 15 years old at
the time, she was teriied.
Afer a few days, when no
one was looking, Ginger
escaped through a window.

“1ran,” she recalls
speaking through 3
transhator, 1 got out
‘without knowing where
T was going.*

With the help of a stranger
who gave her money for
bus, she made her way back
o her bome in Tegucigalpa
(tah oo see GAHL put), X
Honduras's capial. e
‘where she ived with her
gpandtasher. He took her o the poicestation o reportwhat
had happened. Bat it wasn'tlong before Ginger realized that
the police weren'ton her sde. n Honduras, poice are often

the drug cancls.
was afeald because I thought they were going 1o
take me back 10 the kidnappers again.” she says. And she
thought that might mean being raped or even klled.
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ocean

“They said they were going to help, but they didn't help,”

Ginger says o the poice. “There is no Justice in my county.
Ginger and her randtaher et the police station, and a week

Tater, he grandiaher decded tha fos her own sfety, Ginger

mast eave Handuras. So Ginger said gocdbye in January 2018,

Just afier she tumed 16, and started an a journey that ulimately

ook her 3,000 miles away fom the home she'd ahways known

t0the United States,

260,000 Childron
Ginger (whose st name i
being withhed o et
herprivacy) s one of sbout
38,000 chiken from Cental
America who amivedinthe
U, without 3 parent or
adultin 2018, Lk Gingr,
‘many iy 1o sneak acoss
he border el thers
present themelves 10 the
border patrol and sk for
hel. Since 201, morethan
260,000 Cetal American
Chden have come 0 the
U by thenselves

“The families understand
ht thre areseious ks nvolved in making the
jourmey” sys Mrk Gresnhergofth Migration Polcy
Insttute (M.P.1) an immigration polcy resestchcentr n
Washinglon, D.C. Bt they e secking o fle from terible
clrcumstances i their home counries.

Hondiuas, Gustemala,and  Savador—where most of
thse ki come rom—al ufe from evese povery and
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Iotense vioence from gangs and drug carels. The authorties
are oy comupt and oftn work wih the riminals, s0
they'e of e hep n protecting people

“We'e definiely seing a change in wha's coming o the
southern border, sys Jessca Boter of MPL “I used 0 be
dominated by mainy Mexscan singe migrant looking oe
jobs in the U, Now is more amilies and people who're
secking bumansarian protction.”

Manyofthose arriving i the U . say the vesare at ik i
het home countrie,and they e asking t b allwed 0 sty
‘o thos gounds. '  peocess called claning sy (s
Kncwthe Dflerec. g, and “Who's Askin or Al
). and the amber of migants aiving inthe US. who are
g It has soar by lmost 2000 ercns i the pastdecade

Presdent Trump and many of bis supporerssay this s
evidence that the asylum systemIs eing abused.

“There s widespread abus,” says 112 Mebiman of
the Federaton for American Immigration Reform, &
conservative group that avors immigration restricions
“People know that f they say the igh tings and g Ito
he asylum sysem that they T be ble 10 sty i the US. for
yearsasthey walt for ther case 0 even come up.”

Immigation experts on both sdesof the ase agee that
the .S, asyum sysem s ut of dte and
eeds revamping. This ssue has been
hrust oo the spodlight by the arial in
the past few monihs o severa caravans
of migrans from Cental Amerca, each
with thousands o peope seeking refuge here. Trump has
said these migrants won't b allowed {10 th counry. He's
s st U, trops o the border—and said they can shoot
10 Ml necessary—to eep the migrants ot

Too Seared to Sieep
Gingers journey from her home i Hondurss o the U5
Mexican bordertook 22 days.She traveld on buses, n cars,

Who's Asking for

The US. grants asylum to only a fraction of thase who apply
Asylum Applcations by Nationality Asylum Grants by Kationality
[T

ty

“The children here
have everything.
They don't have fear,’ . axd woud c.” Gnger sas.

Know the Difference
Immigration terminology is tricky. Here's a quick primer.

'Migrant somdone who maves from ane counry to
anothe. The meve coud e tamporary o permanent andfor
reasonsranging from aob transte 10 search fo anew .
Immigrant Someons who goes to e na new country
with the ntention o teyin there permaneaty. Thers re
Soth ega andundocumented mmigrants i the US.
Refugees & Asylum Seekers These are peosle
w0 come o anatne country because hey fear persecuton
o vilence I hei home countries. The diference betwesn
the two I that refugees spply t cometothe US.from
abroad and arecareully vttedbefore arvig, whie

a3y saekers oty for protection o ihe borr o when
theyre sready I the US, whether they came legay o not.

and on foot with  man— coyote, o smuggler—who her

randiather hired 10 uide he o the Us. She had ustone

small bag with three pais of pants and three shis, and the

sneakers on her feet. She wasn' able to cary food or even 3

botleof wter it he. She remembers the long walks,the

anger, an the cold-—she didn' Bave  sweater with hr
i they sometimes skep outsice o

i unheated warchouser

1 staied geting cramps from

“The one constnt for Ginger was the
fear She was 50 scared, she saye, that she hardly septat il
throughout the entire trp, There were ot of athr people
around—other migganis and ot of men—and she was
Sfaid one of them would attack ber at ight

1 didnt know ot what moment they coud grab me if
1wasseeping.” she recals

Bt Ginger woulda't allo herself 1 consider that she
might not make 0 the U,

T would beg God.”she says of o
? moments when she was mostafad.
- “Thad aith i i, and [ was posiive
Atlast, Ginger arived a the S,
border. I the middie of the night. she.
ot in  small oat with four people 10
cross th Rio Grande, which marks the
border between Texas and Mexico for
hundreds of miles. Not knowing bow
o swim, Ginger was terified.

“They made i acros safely. stepping
lleally onto U, ol wihout passing
through a border station. Ginger
‘walked fo several hours though the

wooi before border patol agents
spoted her group. Perifid, she didn't
wem

Two Views of Central American

Politcalcartoonists weigh in on the migrant ssue. How do their views differ? Which view is closer to yours?

‘e border parol agents pt her i a vehicle and tock

et to a immigration acility where many othe migrants

werebeing hekd. Gingersept on the loor, and he following

day agents took her 10 3 arge detenton facilty n Texas

where many chidren who'd come from Central Amerca

on their own were being hed. What sh recallsmost from

that place wasthe food, which

she deemed terble, and frequent
from the ards.

Ginger hadi' been in touch

with her grandiather since she ot

Handuras 3 monh carier, bt ot

the detnton facy she began

commnicaing with her mother,

‘who'd been vingillegaly n he

U (o long ime. (When Ginger

was young ber mother was apod i

Handuras and e the county fearig.

forber e She et herchidren—

Gingerand a brsher four years

older—with ther gandparents)

“They woukd only allow us one call a week.” Ginger
says, "and i hey it answer, we'd have to wait untl
the following week.”

Afe two monihs a the detention aclty, Ginger was
eleased to her mothe, who had been iving in Detoi.

I Know Fm Safe Here®
Last Ape, Ginger, who's now 17, eolled as 10t grader
ata Deto high school. When she stated,she didit know
anyone and didn't speak any English. But after a few days,
some kids wh spoke Spanish befiended her and things
have been geting becersince.

Not long aftr Ginger arrived n Detroi, her mother's
boyiriend heard about Neal Band, a Detot lawyer who
helps undocumented migrants navigate the complicated

el process o pplying for asylum i he U, Heagied
0 take Gingr'scae:

In Novembet.Pesdent Tramp aniunced new s
estricing e bty of sy igans o apply for sy e
kol migans who e the U, rough ol cosing
s o e slwed 0 375, This e e woukd make

much harder o migrants e Glnger
eho crossed el o gan ey
Howevs. cuent immigaoon ow
aBows migant o e sy cics
egacles of ow ey enerd the
county. o he e e s being
chblnged i federal court.

Ginger ks tht e
Amencons v B owd
immigans B her whvecome o
heUS gl She wans e 0
cow that sh came e because
of e st iy couny
henscurty that e v . The
i here have everyhing. They don' have et They don't
v wortes,a thee' usic,a they e ke care o~

Ginger's doeam s 10 sty hard and ecome  pychologst
someday. T do hat, shel eedsome Kind of el s
inth U Brandsay ber aplcato forayum has been
i, ot the govemment has ke o . A prelmiary
cout o schedued for i month, bt Bend s he
expect i coukd ake heeyeurs o eslve ercae. While
e cli i e consdered, inger can' e deponec. Bt
she' denid eam, she'l ey be sen back o ondurss

Desitethe uncrinis sh il aces, nd Knowing o
how g and hard the journey rom Hondas . Ginger
s she woud sl do 3 sgan

" was worh all the sk, she say, “becsute | know hat
m afe e, e, my oy wory f ht ey s me
back to my comtry - &





