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UNITE or DIE

h(ow T5irtem States Became 4 Nation

ead the book aloud to the class so that they

may become acquainted with the story and

vocabulary. Next, handout copies to sixteen

students. (For challenged readers,

consider assigning them the part of Rhode Island
or New Jersey). Ask any remaining students to be
the audience. Or if you would like to include the
entire class, increase the number of narrators. If
time allows, let the students practice their parts
individually or as a group, and perform the play
with props and costumes. If time is limited,
simply have each person read their parts on the
first run-through.
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Narrator Three Delaware After Reading:
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Scene One

Narrator One: On September 3, 1783, the
Treaty of Paris was signed, officially ending the
American Revolution. Thirteen colonies had
won their independence from England. A new
country was born.

Narrator Two: The new country was called
the United States of America—but it was not
united. Each state had its own leaders and its
own government. The states were like thirteen
separate countries.

Connecticut: We’re on our own now!
Shouldn’t someone be in charge?

Pennsylvania: We just got rid of King George.
We don’t want anyone telling us what to do.

Delaware: I’ll make my own decisions, thank
you very much.

Narrator Three: The country operated under a
document called the Articles of Confederation.
This political system gave the national
government very little power. Each state took
care of its own business.

But without a strong national
government, the states had problems.

When I go to Rhode Island
they won’t take my money!

Rhode Island: Of course not! You’re money is
worthless here.

Then how can we do business
with each other?

North Carolina: Don’t we need a treaty to
trade? Who can negotiate for all of us?
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How can we decide once and for
all who owns what? New Hampshire is trying
to claim land that belongs to me.

Not true! That land belongs
to me!

Maryland: Maybe it’s time we sat down to
talk about things.

Scene Two

Narrator One: In September 1786, delegates
from Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia, New
Jersey, and New York gathered in Annapolis,
Maryland. They discussed the problems
among the states and identified what had to be
done.

: The Articles of Confederation make
the national government helpless and
hopeless. We need a government that works!

Delaware: But we only have five states
represented here. What can we do?

: We can call another convention. We
can ask everyone to come and help revise the
Articles of Confederation.

Pennsylvania: That’s an excellent idea! Let’s
meet in Philadelphia in the same hall where
the Declaration of Independence was signed.
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Scene Three

Narrator Two: The convention began on May
25, 1787. Twelve states sent delegates.

Rhode Island: But not me! I don’t want
anything to do with this suspicious nonsense.

Narrator Three: Virginia had an idea—an
idea so different, it would have to replace the
Articles of Confederation, rather than revise
them.

: I am proud to propose the Virginia
Plan. It’s a government with three branches:
executive, legislative, and judicial.

I see the plan also calls for a
two-house legislature. Is that a good idea?

Pennsylvania: Sure, the number of delegates
will be based on population. What’s wrong
with that?

Delaware: If you have more delegates, you’ll
have more votes than I do!

North Carolina: But you’re not even half my
size. Why should you have the same number of
votes?
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Connecticut: Without equal representation,
my vote will be ignored.

Narrator Two: The big states and small states
argued for weeks. Delegates became
discouraged.

If we can’t agree on anything,
how can we stay one country?

Georgia: But we could have even bigger
problems if we break apart!

Pennsylvania: Will the United States of
America survive?

Narrator Three: Fortunately, the Connecticut
delegation came to the rescue.

Connecticut: [ have an idea! The House of

Representatives can be based on population.
The Senate can have two delegates for every
state!

Maryland: So every state, no matter how
small, will have two votes in the Senate.

But states with more people
will have more delegates in the House of
Representatives.

Delaware: I can live with that.
I can, too.
A major hurdle had been
overcome. The delegates now had a
framework for a new constitution. But there

were still many other decisions to be made.

How long should the president’s
term in office be?

North Carolina: What should Congress be in
charge of?
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Connecticut: What about power? Who will
have the most? The president, Congress, or the
Supreme Court?

Georgia: What if Congress passes bad laws?
How will we stop them?

New Hampshire: Hold on! If someone has too
much power, we’re right back where we
started—fighting tyranny!

Narrator One: The powers among the
executive, legislative, and judicial branches
were carefully separated and balanced in the
new constitution.

I won’t sign this document if you
take away all my power!

New Hampshire: What about my state
government?

Georgia: Calm down! The Constitution still
allows us to make laws to meet the local needs
of our people.

Maryland: But the Constitution will be the
supreme law of the land and we won’t be
allowed to pass a law that conflicts with it.
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The delegates worried about
many details of the new government. In the
end, they realized that no document could be
made perfect for all generations.

Pennsylvania: We need a way to make
amendments to the Constitution to take care of
problems that don’t exist yet.

Massachusetts: True! But if we all have to
agree on each change, we could be in for big
trouble.

Narrator One: Because it would be nearly
impossible to get unanimous approval for all
changes, the Constitution says amendments
become law if ratified by three-fourths of the
states.

Narrator Two: On September 17, 1787, the
United States Constitution was signed by
representatives of twelve states. The
ratification process was lengthy, but
eventually all thirteen states approved the
Constitution. A new government was born.

All: The United States of America! United at
last and ready to govern ourselves!

i=si Charlesbridge 85 Main Street » Watertown, MA 02472 » www.charlesbridge.com ® (800) 225-3214  (617) 926-0329 * FAX (617) 926-5720




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



