
Why Are We Waiting? 
 
 
Unemployment and the labor market have experienced an interesting couple of years, there 
have been significant changes in the number, composition and the degree of recovery in the 
labor force and there are various reasons for this.  
 
There are different perspectives as to why this is and the data paints its own picture too. 
 
In this task you will show your understanding of topics in unemployment to produce a survey of 
the current state of the labor market. 
 
You will need to access economic data from: 
 
https://www.bls.gov 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Why Are We Waiting? 
 
 
 
 
 
Labour Force Table: Texas V USA 

 
 
Task: 
 
Produce a news report (you can use Prezi video) on the current state of the labour market and 
the implications this has for the broader economy.  
 
Your presentation should include: 
 

1. Data comparing the national picture (US) and the local picture (Houston, Texas). 
2. Labour force data Q4 2019 -Q2 2021 
3. Unemployment data Q4 2019 -Q2 2021 
4. Can we talk about a recovery of the labour market yet? Pre-pandemic, below pre-

pandemic, above pre-pandemic, these phrases should be useful to explain. 
5. Explain the causes in the changes in data, identify different perspectives from economic 

news to explain why this may be (CNBC, the Economist, Wall Street Times, Wall Street 
Journal, Bloomberg, Fox Business) 

6. Consider the implications in the change in data for various stakeholders 


