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Kenya appreciates the value of its landscape and
wildlife. They are seen as a major source of income in
a country desperately short of money. Money from
tourism can be used to pay for improving services,
puilding more houses and roads, and creating new
jobs. But tourism also has its problems. Large numbers
of people going on safaris can damage the very
environment which attracted them there in the first
place. Pressure is put upon wildlife and local people,
as well as on Kenya’s many fragile environments.

The environment Safari minibuses are meant to
keep to well-defined tracks in National Parks and
game reserves. However, drivers often form new
routes, either to enable their passengers to get as

close as possible to wildlife, or to avoid wet season
marshy areas. Minibuses can get stuck in the mud,
ruining vegetation (Figure 10.29), or widening
existing tracks (Figure 10.30). In Amboseli, as in other
parks, the wind, minibuses and herds of animals all
cause mini dust storms which increase the rate of soil
erosion (Figure 10.31).

Figure 10.29
Erosion by minibuses

Figure 10.31
A dust storm causing
soil erosion

Wildlife Minibuses are not meant to go within 25
metres of animals, but their drivers often ignore this as
they are unlikely to get good tips from their passengers
if the best close-up views of wildlife are not obtained.
Animals may be prevented from mating, making a kill,
or forced to move to less favourable areas. Balloon
safaris (Figure 10.32) cause controversy as conserva-
tionists claim that the intermittent release of hot air and
the shadow of passing balloons disturb wildlife.

People Today, apart from employees at safari
lodges, nobody is allowed to live in National Parks.
Even game reserves only permit a limited number of
herders and their cattle. The setting up of National
Parks meant that nomadic tribes, such as the Maasai,
had to be moved away from their traditional grazing
grounds. Many now have to live a more permanent
life, earning money by selling small artefacts to, or
performing traditional dances for, the tourists
(Figure 10.33). Recently the government has begun to
work with the Maasai, allocating them a share of the
wealth obtained from tourism to help improve their
education, housing and water supply (page 151).

Figure 10.32
" Balloon safari

Figure 10.3
Maasai people selling
artefacts to tourists




