Outline the positive and negative impacts of tourism using examples you have studied. (8)
However, tourism can occasionally educate people about the importance of conservation of landscapes features and habitats, and the income generated by tourism can often go towards the environment.

The environmental impacts of tourism are mainly negative. Tourists contribute to the destruction of the environment and loss of habitats through the building of roads, airports and hotels. Tourism has increased in recent years due to many factors including increased leisure time and more disposable income. This has had many impacts on the environment, the economy and society.
Economically, although tourism does generate income for local people, often, many employees are from the MEDC nations that own the hotels so local people can only get low paid jobs. Also, the large companies are usually based in richer countries which receive the benefits of the income, rather than the host country. Additionally, there is pressure on frequently visited areas such as footpath and soil erosion and pollution due to litter being left or untreated waste entering the rivers or sea.

However, in some places, such as in Peru, sustainable tourism operates effectively so that local people earn money and there is minimal damage to the environment. Tourists can go and stay in a lodge in the rainforest and learn about the lives of indigenous people and the rainforest. 

For example, in Kenya, the managers of hotels are usually from other countries, whilst the low paid staff in cleaning jobs are local. Similarly, the large chains of hotels, for example, Hilton are based overseas in richer countries, so profits will be taken out of Kenya.

Tourism can cause the loss of culture in a place. For example, in Kenya, the tribe’s people see the Westerners having a good time and may want to lead a similar life, so abandon their traditions. In Majorca, the influx of English speaking visitors means that Spanish is spoken less and less. Conversely, the arrival of tourists can keep these cultures alive, for example, in Kenya, tourists might pay to see the Maasai Mara and learn about their customs.

The numbers of tourists can also differ according to the time of year, so often the jobs are seasonal and workers may need to find alternative work during quieter months.
