Chief Cakobau

“I was the greatest chief of Fiji. When

the whites came to our islands they
changed our lives. Some traders were
cheats, but many missionaries treated

us well. In 1854, T became a Christian

and my people followed my example.

We had to change many of our customs.
After I became a Christian the wars
between tribes on our islands stopped. The
missionaries told me that Fiji would be safer if

I took it into the British Empire. The British took over

“I was an Indian princess. I hated the British
for taking my husband’s land when he died.
They ignored our age-old custom which allowed
princes to adopt a son to rule after them if they
had no children. The British found many ways
to interfere with our religion and customs. The
Governor-General even upset Indians who were
fighting for him in the East India Company
army. In 1857, we rose up against the British
and tried to drive them out of India. We failed,

Il The ruled

Here is the same map of the empire in 1900. This time it is
surrounded by words from some real people who were ruled over
by the British. Once again we have researched their lives and we
have tried to imagine what they would tell us if they were to
come back from the dead.
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%I was a teacher. I came from an aborigine family but I went
to a school run by white Australians who had followed Edward
Gibbon Wakefield’s advice to come to this land. I was taught to
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