equality pertained only to male citizens. They welcomed women'’s contributions to the revolution but with-
held the right to vote and left women under the patriarchal authority of their fathers and husbands.

Gouges campaigned fervently to raise the standing of women in French society. She called for
more education and demanded that women share equal rights in family property. She challenged
patriarchal authority and appealed to Queen Marie Antoinette to use her influence to advance women'’s
rights. In 1791 Gouges published a Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen, which
claimed the same rights for women that revolutionary leaders had granted to men in August 1789. She
asserted that freedom and equality were inalienable rights of women as well as men, and she insisted
on the rights of women to vote, speak their minds freely, participate in the making of law, and hold
public office.

Gouges’s declaration attracted a great deal of attention but little support. Revolutionary leaders
dismissed her appeal as a publicity stunt and refused to put women'’s rights on their political agenda.
In 1793 they executed her because of her affection for Marie Antoinette and her persistent crusade
for women’s rights. Yet Gouges’s campaign illustrated the power of the Enlightenment ideals of free-
dom and equality. Revolutionary leaders stilled her voice, but once they had proclaimed freedom
and equality as universal human rights, they were unable to suppress demands to extend them to new
constituencies.

Violence rocked lands throughout much of the Atlantic Ocean basin in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries as a series of revolutions and wars of independence brought dramatic political and
social change. Royal subjects attempted to restructure their societies—if necessary by violent means—by
abolishing traditional social and political institutions and replacing them with novel ones. The notion of a
divinely ordained division between ruler and ruled ceased to exist, as the politically activated masses not
only sought to participate in government, but also actually viewed it as their inherent right to do so. Each
revolution broke out in its own context and had its own specific causes. Yet, directly or indirectly, all derived
their inspiration and rationalization from the Enlightenment.

The revolutions of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries had two results of deep global
significance. First, they helped to spread a cluster of Enlightenment ideas concerning freedom, equality,
and popular sovereignty. Revolutionary leaders argued that political authority arose from the people and
worked to establish states in the interests of the people rather than the rulers. Second, while promoting
Enlightenment values, revolutions also encouraged the consolidation of national states as the principal form
of political organization. As peoples defended their states from enemies and sometimes mounted attacks
on foreign lands, they developed a powerful sense of identity with their compatriots, and nationalist convic-
tions inspired them to work toward the foundation of states that would advance the interests of the national
community. During the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries, efforts to harness nationalist sentiments
and form states based on national identity became one of the most powerful and dynamic movements in
world history. And by the mid-twentieth century, nearly every state in the world formally recognized the
freedom and equality of all its citizens and claimed authority to rule on the basis of popular sovereignty.

POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY but, rather, in the people who make up a society. In North
AND POLITICAL UPHEAVAL Ame'ric:f. colonists declared independence from B(ilis'h rule

and instituted a new government founded on the principle of
Drawing on Enlightenment ideals, revolutionaries of the eigh- popular sovereignty. Soon thereafter, French revolutionaries
teenth and nineteenth centuries sought to fashion an equitable abolished the monarchy and revamped the social order.
society by instituting governments that were responsive to the Enlightenment ideals had given focus to a combination ©
needs and interests of the peoples they governed. In justify-  social and political factors that motivated French revolution-
ing their policies, revolutionaries attacked monarchical and  aries, including their resentment of royal, noble, and clericz_il
aristocratic regimes and argued for popular sovereignty—the privileges as well as their own aspirations for freedom of rell-
notion that legitimate political authority resides not in kings  gion, liberty, and republicanism. Yet revolutionaries in Franc®

636




%

Chapter 28 ® Revolutions and National States in the Atlantic World

were unable to devise a stable alternative to the monarchy, and
French society experienced turmoil for more than twenty
wars. In the early nineteenth century, Napoleon Bonaparte
imposed military rule on France and helped spread revolu-
jonary ideas to much of western Europe.

The Enlightenment and Revolutionary Ideas

lsaac Newton’s vision of the universe was so powerful and
persuasive that its influence extended well beyond science.
His work suggested that rational analysis of human behavior
and institutions could lead to fresh insights about the human
as well as the natural world. From Scotland to Sicily, and
from Philadelphia to Moscow, European and Euro-American
thinkers launched an ambitious project to transform human
thought and to use reason to transform the world. Like the early
modern scientists, they abandoned Aristotelian philosophy,
Christian theology, and other traditionally recognized author-
ities, and they sought to subject the human world to purely
rational analysis. The result of their work was a movement
known as the Enlightenment.

Science and Society Enlightenment thinkers sought to
discover natural laws that governed human society in the
same way that Newton’s laws of universal gravitation and
motion regulated the universe. Their search took different
forms. The English philosopher John Locke (1632-1704)
worked to discover natural laws of politics. He attacked divine-
right theories that served as a foundation for absolute monar-
chy and advocated constitutional government on the grounds
that sovereignty resides in the people rather than the state or
its rulers. Indeed, he provided much of the theoretical justifi-
cation for the Glorious Revolution and the establishment of
constitutional monarchy in England. The Scottish philosopher
Adam Smith turned his attention to economic affairs and
held that laws of supply and demand determine what happens
in the marketplace. The French nobleman Charles Louis
de Secondat, better known as the Baron de Montesquieu
(1689-1755), sought to establish a science of politics and
discover principles that would foster political liberty in a pros-
perous and stable state.

The center of Enlightenment thought was France, where
prominent intellectuals known collectively as philosophes
("Philosophers”) advanced the cause of reason. The philo-
Sophes were not philosophers in the traditional sense of the
em so much as public intellectuals. They addressed their
Works more to the educated public than to scholars: instead of
ff’”"al philosophical treatises, they mostly composed histo-
fies, novels, dramas, satires, and pampbhlets on religious, moral,
ad political issues.

Voltaire More than any other philosophe, Francois-Marie
A“_’“et (1694-1778) epitomized the spirit of the Enlightenment.

fiting under the pen name Voltaire, he published his first book
U age seventeen. By the time of his death at age eighty-four,
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his published writings included some ten thousand letters and
filled seventy volumes. With stinging wit and sometimes
bitter irony, Voltaire championed individual freedom and
attacked any institution sponsoring intolerant or oppressive
policies. Targets of his caustic wit included the French mon-
archy and the Roman Catholic church. When the king of
France sought to save money by reducing the number of
horses kept in royal stables, for example, Voltaire suggested
that it would be more effective to get rid of the asses who
rode the horses. Voltaire also waged a long literary campaign
against the Roman Catholic church, which he held respon-
sible for fanaticism, intolerance, and incalculable human
suffering. Voltaire’s battle cry was écrasez ['infame (*‘crush
the damned thing”), meaning the church that he considered

an agent of oppression.

Deism Some philosophes were conventional Christians, and
a few turned to atheism. Like Voltaire, however, most of them
were deists who believed in the existence of a god but denied
the supernatural teachings of Christianity, such as Jesus’ virgin
birth and his resurrection. To the deists the universe was an
orderly realm. Deists held that a powerful god set the universe
in motion and established natural laws that govern it, but did
not take a personal interest in its development or intervene in
its affairs. In a favorite simile of the deists, this god was like a
watchmaker who did not need to interfere constantly in the
workings of his creation, because it operated by itself accord-
ing to rational and natural laws.

The Theory of Progress Most philosophes were optimis-
tic about the future of the world and humanity. They ex-
pected knowledge of human affairs to advance as fast as
modern science, and they believed that rational understand-
ing of human and natural affairs would bring about a new era
of constant progress. In fact, progress became almost an ide-
ology of the philosophes, who believed that natural science
would lead to greater human control over the world while
rational sciences of human affairs would lead to individual
freedom and the construction of a prosperous, just, and equi-
table society.

The philosophes’ fond wishes for progress, prosperity,
and social harmony did not come to pass. Yet the Enlighten-
ment helped to bring about a thorough cultural transformation
of European society. It weakened the influence of organized
religion, although it by no means destroyed institutional
churches. Enlightenment thought encouraged the replacement
of Christian values, which had guided European thought on
religious and moral affairs for more than a millennium, with a
new set of secular values arising from reason rather than rev-
elation. Furthermore, the Enlightenment encouraged political

Montesquieu (MON-teh-skew)
philosophes (fil-uh-sofs)
Voltaire (vohl-TAIR)
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and cultural leaders to subject society to rational analysis and
intervene actively in its affairs in the interests of promoting
progress and prosperity. In many ways, the Enlightenment
legacy continues to influence European and Euro-American
societies.

Popular Sovereignty

Throughout history, kings or emperors ruled almost all settled
agricultural societies. Small societies occasionally instituted
democratic governments, in which all citizens participated in
political affairs, or republican governments, in which dele-
gates represented the interests of various constituencies. Some
societies, especially those with weak central leadership, also
relied on aristocratic governments, in which privileged elites
supervised public affairs. But hierarchical rule flowing from a
King or an emperor was by far the most common form of gov-
ernment in settled agricultural societies.

In justifying their rule, kings and emperors throughout
the world often identified themselves with deities or claimed
divine sanction for their authority. Some rulers were priests,
and most others cooperated closely with religious authorities.
On the basis of their association with divine powers, kings and
emperors claimed sovereignty—political supremacy and the
authority to rule. In imperial China, for example, dynastic
houses claimed to rule in accordance with the “mandate of
heaven,” and in early modern Europe centralizing monarchs
often asserted a “divine right of kings” to rule as absolute
monarchs.

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, philo-
sophes and other advocates of Enlightenment ideas began to
question long-standing notions of sovereignty. The philo-
sophes rarely challenged monarchical rule, but sought instead
to make kings responsible to the people they governed. They
commonly regarded government as the result of a contract
between rulers and ruled. The English philosopher John
Locke (1632—1704) formulated one of the most influential the-
ories of contractual government. In his Second Treatise of
Civil Government, published in 1690, Locke held that gov-
ernment arose in the remote past when people decided to work
together, form civil society, and appoint rulers to protect and
promote their common interests. Individuals granted political
rights to their rulers but retained personal rights to life, lib-
erty, and property. Any ruler who violated those rights was
subject to deposition. Furthermore, according to Locke, be-
cause individuals voluntarily formed society and established
government, rulers derived their authority from the consent of
those whom they governed. If subjects withdrew their con-
sent, they had the right to replace their rulers. In effect,
Locke’s political thought relocated sovereignty, removing it
from rulers as divine agents and vesting it in the people of a
society.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau (zhahn-zhahk roo-soh)

Individual Freedom Enlightenment thinkers addresge;
sues of freedom and equality as well as sovereignty. Phllﬁqr
such as Voltaire resented the persecution of religioys Mingg,
ties and the censorship of royal officials, who had the POwer
to prevent printers from publishing works that did no -
the approval of political and religious authorities. Phijog,
phes called for religious toleration and freedom to expr
their views openly. When censors prohibited the publicaig,
of their writings in France, they often worked with Frepg,.
speaking printers in Switzerland or the Netherlands who pyh.
lished their books and smuggled them across the border in,
France.

Political and Legal Equality Many Enlightenment think-
ers also called for equality. They condemned the legal and
social privileges enjoyed by aristocrats, who in the phik-
sophes’ view made no more contribution to the larger society
than a peasant, an artisan, or a crafts worker. They recom-
mended the creation of a society in which all individuak
would be equal before the law. The most prominent advoca:
of political equality was the French-Swiss thinker Jean-
Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778), who identified with simpk
working people and deeply resented the privileges enjoyed by
elite classes. In his influential book The Social Contract
(1762), Rousseau argued that members of a society were co-
lectively the sovereign. In an ideal society all individuals
would participate directly in the formulation of policy and the
creation of laws. In the absence of royalty, aristocrats, or other
privileged elites, the general will of the people would car
the day.

Enlightenment thought on freedom, equality. and popular
sovereignty reflected the interests of educated and talented
men who sought to increase their influence and enhance their
status in society. Most Enlightenment thinkers were of con-
mon birth but comfortable means. Although seeking to limil
the prerogatives of ruling and aristocratic classes. they did not
envision a society in which they would share political rights
with women, children, peasants, laborers, slaves, or people
of color.

Global Influence of Enlightenment Values Nevertheless.
Enlightenment thought constituted a serious challenge 1
long-established notions of political and social order. Revolu-
tionary leaders in Europe and the Americas readily adopted
Enlightenment ideas when justifying their efforts to overhatl
the political and social structures they inherited. Over time.
Enlightenment political thought influenced the organization
of states and societies throughout the world. Enlightenment
ideals did not spread naturally or inevitably. Rather. they
spread when social reformers and revolutionaries claimed
rights previously denied to them by ruling authorities and
elite classes. Arguments for freedom, equality, and popular
sovereignty originally served the interests of relatively privi-
leged European and Euro-American men, but many othef
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prominent women deeply influenced the development of Enlightenment thought by organizing and maintaining salons
ts, and intellectuals discussed the leading ideas of the day. Although produced in 1814, this painting depicts the Parisian salon of Mme. Geoffrin (center
ading patron of the French philosophes, about 1775. In the background is a bust of Voltaire, who lived in Switzerland at the time

groups made effective use of them in seeking the extension of
political rights.

The American Revolution

In the mid-eighteenth century there was no sign that North
America might become a center of revolution. Residents of the
hirteen British colonies there regarded themselves as British
subjects: they recognized British law, read English-language
b0oks, and often braved the stormy waters of the North
\llantic Ocean to visit friends and family in England. Trade
Ulought prosperity to the colonies, and British military forces
Poiected colonists” interests. From 1754 to 1763, for example,
British forces waged an extremely expensive conflict in North
\ierica known as the French and Indian War. This conflict
Merged with a larger contest for imperial supremacy, the
deven Years” War (1756-1763), in which British and French
0rces battled each other in Europe and India as well as North
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gatherings where philosophes

America. Victory in the Seven Years” War ensured that Britain
would dominate global trade and that British possessions, in-
cluding the North American colonies, would prosper.

[ 3 . Cor : olonies After the
mid-1760s, however, North American colonists became in-
creasingly disenchanted with British imperial rule, in some
measure because colonists had become accustomed to a
degree of autonomy. The geographic distance separating
England and the colonies as well as the inevitable inetficiency
of the imperial bureaucracy had weakened royal power.
Nearly every colony had an elective legislative assembly that
had gained control over legislation affecting taxation and de-
fense and that ultimately controlled the salaries paid to royal
officials. The colonists resisted when the British attempted to
reinvigorate imperial control. Faced with staggering financial
difficulties arising from the Seven Years' War, the British



