Sourcework exercise in the style of IBO from Russel Tarr at www.activehistory.co.uk

Sourcework Exercise: Nelson Mandela abandons nonviolence
It's "the trial that changed South Africa." In the fall of 1963, Nelson Mandela and ten other leading opponents of South Africa's apartheid regime went on trial for their lives. The charges (in what is often called "the Rivonia trial" for the Johannesburg suburb that was the location of the hideout for a militant wing of the African National Congress) were sabotage and conspiracy, and there was little doubt that but that Mandela and most of the other defendants would be found guilty. Standing in the dock at the Palace of Justice in Pretoria, Mandela announced that "the ideal of a democratic and free society" is one "for which I am prepared to die."

Source A
It is useless and futile for us to continue talking peace and non-violence against a government whose reply is only savage attacks on an unarmed and defenceless people and I think the time has come for us to consider, in the light of our experiences in this stay-at-home, whether the methods which we have applied so far are adequate.

Nelson Mandela, from an interview with Brian Widlake for ITN Television (UK), Johannesburg, South Africa, 31 May 1961

Source B
Operation Mayibuye was the strategic plan, drawn up in 1963, whereby MK proposed the transition to guerrilla warfare. Hundreds of MK recruits would go abroad for military training, thereafter returning to four rural areas to be joined by thousands of local recruits. Attacks would be launched on strategic targets, complemented by urban sabotage and mobilisation for protest. Including a national anti-pass campaign. By mid-1963, 300 people had been sent abroad for training. The plan was accepted by the High Command, although it was highly controversial and evoked strong opposition in the SACP’s Central Committee.
David Welsh, in a book published in 2009

Source C
...Here, from underground, is Walter Sisulu to speak to you...Sons and Daughters of Africa! I speak to you from somewhere in South Arica. I have not left the country. I do not plan to leave. Many of our leaders of the African National Congress have gone underground. This is to keep the organisation in action; to preserve the leadership; to keep the freedom fight going. The struggle must never waver. We of the ANC will lead with new methods of struggle. The African people know that their unity is vital. In the face of violence, many strugglers for freedom have had to meet violence with violence. How can it be otherwise in South Africa?
Extract of the inaugural broadcast made by Radio Liberation, the ANC’s radio station, on 26 June 1963. Sisulu and other leaders were arrested during a raid at Liliesleaf farm less than a month later.
Source D
During my lifetime I have dedicated myself to this struggle of the African people. I have fought against white domination, and I have fought against black domination. I have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free society in which all persons live together in harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an ideal which I hope to live for and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die.
In the Rivonia Trial Mandela chose, instead of testifying, to make a speech from the dock and held the court spellbound for more than four hours. His speech was made at the beginning of the defence case.
Source E
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Peaceful protestors awaiting the verdict of the Rivonia Trial, 1964

Questions

1) a. According to Source A, why did Nelson Mandela make the decision to abandon nonviolence? [3 marks]

b. What is the message conveyed by Source B? [2 marks]

2) With reference to its origin, purpose and content, analyse the value and limitations of Source C for a historian studying the methods and objectives used by the anti-apartheid resistance movement. [4 marks]

3) Compare and contrast what Sources A and D reveal about the objectives of anti-apartheid campaigners in South Africa.  [6 marks]

4) Using the sources and your own knowledge, evaluate the view that “Mandela’s decision to abandon nonviolence did more harm than good to the anti-apartheid resistance movement”. [9 marks]

