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Policies – Women 
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	Policies – Women Theory
	Hitler
	Castro

	The aim for women is in line with the broad aims of the Party.
	
	

	Policies will aim to support this aim.
	
	

	Success of these policies is hard to define.
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	Policies – Religion Theory
	Hitler
	Castro

	Religious Institutions are usually rival ideologies and hold a power base that can be an opposition.

why were they considered opposition?

	
	

	SPS seek to control these institutions.

How did they control these institutions?
Were they successful? 
	
	

	Some SPS establish their own quasi-religious worship that supports the development of the cult of personality.

How were they established?
did they succeed?
What were the consequences and effects?
	
	















Policies – Propaganda and the Arts[image: ]
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	Policies – Propaganda and the Arts Theory
	Hitler
	Castro

	Propaganda is valuable and used widely.
	· 
	

	SPS monopolise media outlets and communication institutions.
	
	

	Art and culture is controlled/censored to ensure that the message is embedded in society.
	
	






























Policies – Minorities
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	Policies – Minorities Theory
	Hitler
	Castro

	SPS identify minorities within society who are opposed to or a target in the broad aims of the party.

Why?
	· 
	

	They can be ethnic or religious but also other minority groups such as homosexuals or the disabled.

Who?
	· 
	· 

	Policies are used to limit, target or impact the role of such minorities in society.

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Impact?
	· 
	· 
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All single-party states, whether traditional or progressive, engage in
extensive social engineering in which they seek to produce citizens
whose values are consistently and automatically those of the state.
They will carry out the aims of the state with minimal supervision as
they have been conditioned to conform to its strictly articulated
guidelines.
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All single-party states have some ideas about the nature, form and
direction that their society should have. Some states may wish to
maintain or impose a traditional model which looks to the past for its
forms and practices.

This is the case in right-wing or conservative regimes which seek to
create or recreate what they see as a previous golden age. This model
usually supports traditional values in relation to the status of men
and women, family life, education, moral values, occupations, dass
structure and hierarchy. Respect for tradition and authority,
nationalism, racism and suspicion of liberal or progressive ideas are
common.
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All single-party states have policies that relate to
the status of women. These polices are usually
consistent with the general direction of their
broader social polices and will reflect the intent
of those policies. In conservative or right-wing
states such as Nazi Germany, women'’s status
may undergo some change and is most likely be
in the direction of restoring women to the
traditional role of wife, mother and
housekeeper. They will be discouraged from
seeking employment and will have limited
access to education or influential positions in
society. Not a single member of the Nazi
hierarchy was a woman. This was an attempt to
reverse the trend in women’s emancipation that
had been developing in the 19th and 20th
centuries. Women had the vote and were
beginning to be accepted into the professions
and in political organizations.
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Left-wing societies, which consider themselves

to be socially revolutionary, extend this concept to the status of
women. They make statements and pass laws declaring the equality
of women, giving them citizenship, property and voting rights and
eliminating traditional practices such as arranged marriages.
Prominent examples can be found in china after 1949, and Cuba in
the 1960s when the status of women was altered by legislation and
declarations of policy.




image8.png
Left-wing regimes have tended to provide women with more
concrete rights at least in the form of legislation. Many traditional
restrictions have been removed and women have gained access to
education and occupations previously closed to them. In addition,
they have gained control over their own lives in relation to marriage,
divorce, property and inheritance. What has been more difficult to
change is the attitudes of men towards women. Many women still
suffer from discrimination, harassment and limited access to positions
of power. This is the result of the fact that while laws have changed,
social values have not or not as quickly. This is the case in all societies
but may be compounded in single-party states by the lack of
democracy, inhibiting opportunities to exert political pressure on
governments or express alternative viewpoints.
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The impact of both right-wing and left-wing policies on women’s
lives is difficult to quantify. The extent to which they have been
successful in their goals varies widely and is determined by a number
of circumstances. The Nazi attempt to reverse a trend in Western
society had very limited effect. This was partly due to the fact that
they were only in power for 12 years, and that half of this term was
taken up by the Second World War by which time women had
proved themselves to be too indispensible to remove from the
workforce. In effect the Nazi’s were going against the tide of a
movement that existed not only in Germany but across Western
Europe and America.
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Religious policies

Single-party states sought to either eliminate or subjugate previously
existing religious institutions or organizations. This is fundamental to
their goals as authoritarian states in a number of ways. Religions
represent rival ideologies, value systems, and concepts of ethics and
morality. Single-party states wish to impose their own values,
ideology, philosophy and world views. They cannot and will not
accept any deviation or doubt that their message is the only one and
must be followed by all citizens.
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The story in Nazi Germany is less clear and of course limited by the
fact that the regime was only in power for 12 years. Hitler wished to
suppress the Christian churches and replace them with his own
religion inspired by the ancient Teutonic gods of German mythology. In
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order to solidify his power in the early years, he bad reached a
Concordat with the Catholic hurch and its political wing to help him
pass the Enabling Act. Many Christian churches had supported him
in the early years as he seemed to share some of their values such as
anti-communism, nationalism and a return to traditional social
structures. They also realized that by seeking a political
accommodation in the short-term they might avoid persecution and
survive what they hoped would be a temporary storm in the form of
Nazism.
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Many single-party states seek to establish their own version of
religious worship through adoting some of the rituals, liturgies,
ceremonies, images and mysteries associated with established
religion. They create or reintroduce past traditions in an attempt to
provide alternative spiritual models for the population. They may also
assign mystical or god-like qualities to the leader. The purpose of
these new creations is 1o satisfy the human need for psychological
engagement and the emotional support provided by religious belief.
Associating the regime with spiritual beliefs creates enthusiasm for
the new state and its goals. An attempt 1o create a new religion in
support of a new authoritarian society was also devised at the time of
the French revolution and in the Nazi period where there was an
attempt to resurrect the gods of ancient Teutonic folklore to inspire
the population and give credence to the goals of the regime.
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Religious organizations also represent rival power groups in that they
possess property, hierarchical structures, an economic base,
communication skills and education systems as well as an active role
as providers of services to the population. These services in support of
welfare, charity, education, youth and other community groups make
them rivals to a single-party state which seeks to control such
activities. Their traditions, wealth and infrastructure helped religious
groups to mount a challenge to the single-party state. Religious
groups also have international connections and may receive support
either spiritual or physical from powerful countries and individuals
such as the pope. Attacks on religious groups may be condemned in
other countries. This could be a disadvantage to the regime in
undermining its international credibility.
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The success of single-party states in eliminating or controlling
previously existing religions varies widely. The USSR launched a
draconian assault on the Russian Orthodox Church after the October
revolution. It might be assumed that this was inspired by the Marxist
condemnation of religion as the opiate of the masses. In fact, the
church was a target in Russia because it was an official arm of the
tsarist government and thus associated with oppression in the eyes of
many. Under Stalin, the church was outlawed, priests were killed,
buildings and treasures demolished and confiscated. Nevertheless the
Soviet state was not able to extirpate the church entirely—ironically
Stalin was forced to resurrect the church during the Second World War
in a desperate attempt to gain the loyalty of Russian society when the
Germans invaded. This was a clear recognition that the church still
maintained a hold on many ditizens, possibly because it provided the
emotional solace that a brutal regime was unable to provide. The rapid
reappearance of the church after the fall of the Soviet Union is a
testament to its continued role in the lives of many Russians.
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This new religious foundation may be personified through the cult of
personality, through which the leader assumes the omnipotent and
omniscient qualities of a deity. This was very much the case with
Joseph Stalin and Mao Zedong who actively cultivated this image of
themselves. This was not merely vanity but an effective method of
maintaining control and preventing any viable opposition—they
became irreplaceable, infallible, unapproachable and as such could
not be evicted from power. Societies were conditioned to believe that
like gods in the past, everything flowed from them and was
dependent on them. The existence of such an individual creates a
spiritual focus in the society as an object of worship and devotion to
replace former religious icons.
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Single-party states understand the value of propaganda that supports
their rise to power. The techniques are not dissimilar to modern




image18.png
advertising methods which include the creation
of simple, catchy slogans that can be repeated,
chanted and learned even by the young or
uneducated. Lenin’s “Peace, Land and Bread” is
a dclassic as are the messages of Hitler and others.
Propaganda is used to support the regime in
power both through promoting its essential
messages and values and the form of its
delivery. The Nazi control of the radio is a
crucial example of the power of a medium and
the uses which it might serve. Today it is TV,
and the growing power of the Internet, that
provide the instant vehicle for the mass
dissemination of ideas.
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In Nazi Germany, Soviet Russia, Maoist China
and other totalitarian regimes art was brought
into the service of the state to reflect its essential
themes and messages. This idea of the public role
of art has been with us for a long time. Artistic
freedom and individualism are new and far-from
universal concepts. Through much of human
history, artists have had to work in support of the
state, religion or other ruling powers and wealthy
patrons.
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Controlling these powerful devices prevents
alternative, conflicting opinions from reaching
the broad public. Therefore all totalitarian states
move quickly to monopolize the media and
limit access to broadcasting any messages other
than their own It is crucial to control and
mobilize all forms of culture and art in the
service of the state. This means that everything
from plays, movies, paintings, statues, books
and writing must be censored and integrated 10
support the message. Artists who refuse to
conform or criticize the regime will not be given
opportunities to exhibit or present their work,
and could be imprisoned or exiled. No one will
be able to possess or display works of art that
are inconsistent with the message of the state.
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Minorities

A discussion of policies towards minorities normally addresses ethnic
or religious minorities. This is where most of the attention has been
focused because of the Holocaust and the persecution of ethnic
minorities in the Soviet Union, China and other states. It should be
noted, however that other groups which might be classified as social
minorities are also the objects or targets of single-party state policies.
These would include homosexuals, mentally and emotionally
challenged individuals and those suffering from physical handicaps
other than war-related injuries. The treatment of minorities will vary
from state to state and will depend on the ideological nature of the
regime or whether it sees minorities as a negative influence.
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Minorities, by their presence, may impede the desire to create a
uniform culture, language or ideal racial type in the society. The
desire to create a standard, uniform culture is a common aspiration of
single-party states as they do not wish to give credence to alternative
societies. Tolerance for different cultures or the acceptance of a
multicultural state is therefore rare. The Soviet Union imposed strict
policies of Russification which banned the use of any language but
Russian and forbade the celebration of any culture other than
Russian. Non-Russian people were regarded as inferior, potentially
disloyal or incapable of leadership.
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Regimes with a strong nationalist or racial emphasis will discriminate
against and seek to eliminate minorities. This may be the result of
their ideological or political beliefs or because they wish to gain
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In many single-party states where minorities continue to exist, they
are often placed in inferior positions legally and socially. The regime
establishes a form of racial hierarchy to indicate their lower status.
‘This was the case in Nazi Germany and in China where non-Han
Chinese such as Tibetans experience discrimination. Minorities may
also be suppressed because they have links to groups or societies
outside the country or seek guidance from external sources which
may oppose the new regime. In extreme cases they might be
regarded as saboteurs working on behalf of outside forces to
undermine the new regime. During the Second World War, the USSR
relocated many min groups whom it felt might prove disloyal
and ally themselves with the German invaders. These people lost
their land, many died from the hardships of relocation and were
forced to live in hostile conditions far from familiar places.
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favour with the majority who oppose the minority. Minorities are
also subject to discrimination because they are seen by single-party
states as representing alternative social or political philosophies that
may conflict with the views of the regime. They may also have
leaders whose appeal or charisma might be seen as a threat to the
dominance of the party leader.
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In addition to supporting psychological changes, single-party states
may also seek to create a genetically ideal society based on a
particular racial or ethnic group. Such examples of genetic and social
engineering supported the creation of a sodiety of racially pure and/
or physically perfect specimens of humanity. This was clearly the goal
of the various eugenics experiments and policies of the Nazis, whose
desire for perfection led to campaigns to eliminate those who were
physically or mentally deficient. The euthanasia campaign was not
racially motivated but was brought on by a desire to eliminate any
genetic weakness in the Aryan gene pool.
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All single-party states display elements of racism, either in an overt
way as in the case of the Nazis and others who support genetic purity,
or through more targeted forms of discrimination. Such extremism
can lead to genocidal or other forms of racially motivated violence
against distinct social groups. The various types of discrimination or
social exclusion can be particularly harsh on minority groups.




image3.png
Left-wing or radical states would tend to support more progressive
sodial ideas. These might include: gender equality, elimination of
social classes, looking to the future rather than back to the past for
inspiration. More liberal treatment of minorities, the poor and other
traditionally lower-ranked individuals is a common concern.




