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What role did Hitler play in the rise
of the Nazis?
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Malke notes on:

a) Hitler's leadership qualities
b} Hitler's skills as a communicator,

SOURCE 7.1 Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf (My Struggle), 1925

ities 1 } K knesses for one’s ends. .
itics is the art of using men’s wea : . . o
Pogince the masses have only poor acquaintance wztl;; aZs{rqct ﬁeﬁ, zzf:z:;h .
1 ; j ' lings ... And the driving for as
reactions lie more in the domain of fee ' o driving elich
volutions on this earth has nev _
brought about the most tremendous re _ !  owar Detn 2.
feniifi [ ich has gained power over the masses, 1y
body of scientific teaching which _ assds, Dul alie
1 inspi ten a kind of hysteria which Y
tion which has inspired them, and_ oft .
f}j:r; into action. FVhoever wishes fo win over the masses must know the key tﬁ
i1l open the door fo their hearts. ‘ _
m?‘i?f receptive powers of the masses are very restricted, _and their undgrstazg;ng
is feeble. On the other hand, they quickly forget. Su‘cfz being the case, ;zbgeﬂe_ e
propaganda must be confined to a few bare necessities and then mus
essed in a few stereotyped formulas. o _
ex‘%w art of leadership consists of consolidating the atltention ;f ‘the p(?;;;; L
j ; d taking care that nothing wi h
inst a single adversary fopponent] an al -
thgntion %‘he leader of genius must have the ability to malke different
opponents appear as if they belonged io the one calegory.

SOURCE 7.4 Audience listening to
Hitler speaking at a raily in Munich in 1922

In 1924 Hitler was in gaol, sentenced to five years for treason. His future looked
bleak and it was possible that he might even be deported to Ausiria, However,
within one year he had been released and was able to turn his failure at Munich
to his advantage. He had gained national publicity from his bold defence at his
trial. He had also used the time in prison to reflect on politics and to write Mein
Kampf.

Furthermore, the chaos into which the Nazi Party fell during his absence
showed his indispensability to the movement. He virtually refounded the party
in February 1925 and based it round the Fiihrerprinzip (see page 55). This gave
Hitler supreme power over both policy and strategy. He reorganised the party’s
strategy, structure and symbols. Only the Twenty-five Point Programme
remained fixed, although its interpretation would become flexible. The Nazis
would now use Weimar democracy to gain mass support rather than attempting
another putsch.

The Fithrerprinzip made the parly an obedient tool of Hitler’s will. He
introduced the brown shirt for his SA storm troopers, adopted the outstretched
right arm as a salute and personally designed the Nazj flag with the swastika
and striking yet traditional red, black and white colours, At the party congress at
Bamberg in 1926 he defeated more socialist-inclined rivals and became the
undisputed Fiithrer of the party.

Hitler himself was central to the success of the Nazis. He provided
charismatic leadership with his MessiANIC mission to build a new Germany. He
seemed to possess almost demonic willpower, which was both infectious and
inspiring to others who accepted that what he said could come true. He was a
powerful speaker; his timing, expression and the content of his speeches
impressed his listeners. His hypnotic gaze from protuberant [staring] biue eyes
helped fix his audience. He was able to identify with their emotions and
expectations and gave people faith — an altractive commodity, particularly
amidst the despair of economic crisis when other political parties appeared to

lack a sense of direction.

Along with Josef Goebbels, Hitler realised the importance of propaganda and
used it to target many Germang’ specific grievances. He was very flexible in what
he actually said to the German people. He was able to tailor his message to his
andience, and was able to appeal both to the socially downtrodden and to the
agrarian and industrial elites. He was the central rallying figure that gave the
various groups within the party cohesion and attracted wider support. Hitler also
had a good sense of opportunity and timing. However, he was clearly not

infallible, as was exemplified by his near-disastrous meeting with Hindenburg in
August 1932 (see page 111). Furthermore, in 1950 the Nazis did as well in areas

Hitler's skills? Al i i St P9 : where they had not organised mass rallies as in those where they had. It must
i V\I;;e't. ian 70;-‘ earn From Sourees T2 A hony PRers SR ANIEE also be said that many people who encountered Hitler were not impressed.
4

i Strasser and his brother Grego

. tto Strasser, Hitler and 1, 1940. Ott.o ser and h er Greg
ig‘gsils :uspoger: ofrthe Nazi Party and held leading positions in its organisatio O
became disillusioned and left the party in [930

Adolf Hitler eniers a hall. He sniffs the air. For a r;a.inute 3: grolgsg, fif r?olfgui
" bursts forth. His words go WL
senses the atmosphere. Suddenly he ks g0 ke an armag
3 jvate wound on the raw, liberating _
their target, he touches each priva d or s Uboraing the mos
! ing its innermost aspirations, telling it wha
unconscious, expressing its innermos ‘ : oy
] is argument with theories or quotations.f
hear ... If he tries to bolster up his argu ' ons Ion
] tood, he scarcely rises above a very poo
books he has only imperfectly understood, s
[0CT i " his crutches and step out boldly, speakir
mediocrity. But let him throw away : )
the spirit moves iim, and he is promptly irangformed into one of the greal

speakers of the century.
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SOURCE 7.3 E. A. Buller, Darkness over Germany, 1943. Buller was an anti-Na
teacher who left Germany

At one of the early congresses I was sitting arour;d stutrhmz?r:;l;g l;gi; ;h;%?qngﬁm
] interested at the s 2.0
men and as Hitler spoke I was most interes ' nd. ;
tsii muttered exclamatiions of the men around me, who were r’n‘iu;lljetggr;g? |
lower-middle-class types. ‘He speaks for me, he s,t:ie?kst J;t;rﬂr:zge.w o;:l:d amund-r}f
: - of them seemed los &
Godj, he knows how I feel.” Many of : danu
, ( they were saying. One man in p
and were probably unaware of whaft ere s  n part %
d wi head in his hands, and wit
truck me as he lent forward with his ’
ZOrnvulsive sob said, “Gott sei Dank [God be thanked], he understands.

ACTIVITY. -

List the main points Hitler is making in Source 7.1 abOE:lt how to '\'c\;lenms;:Pof-
2 Which of Sources 7.2 and 7.3 do you think is more reliable as evi :
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Make notes on the Nazi Party's
a) organisational structure

b) methods of building support
¢) fundraising

d} message to voters.

How well organised were the Nazis

The Nazis’ success partly stemmed from tht_en' ol.'ganlsa}mnafl ;ilelgllzu;l:a@,\m
throughout Germany. The party was 0;'g2nls()c3i;i} tlét-l ab:;ell;ieget; e sujbgrdina{*
h?ad?({ll o %lgtc;ﬁl{laegi?é 3:33:}1 tlféTéa,ullzger enjoyed consir.lerable Ia.t'ltude'. o
filésvg;o; I;Z‘e party according to local circumstances. The Namst azls(i1 lgsmll; up; .
series of associated organisations for young people, W()'ﬂ‘;?gl,f;ml; grga,n isggo
factory workers, etc. Especially imp_ortant was the Namt fare Organsatio
which ran soup kitchens and organised food donatloris 0 peop L oommns
putting into practice their idea of a Vomscm»mnvscmfer %r 1I11et1|;110nan ooy
oo 11 explt he soonare deenoraton ar 103,
structure that allowed it to explol . omic ration after 1925
h the Nazis had a centralised party propaganda . :
Goilijt{)lgll:fﬂley also paid great attention to Jocal propaga:;(ﬁ. IEJ‘/Io;ttt S;l;;ng ;
mbers and voters were won over by personal con_tflc Y iendive
me ting addressed by a local speaker, not through direct cc.)ma}c_ wi e
ilrizese ititlaghis energetic campaigning. The Nazis targeted key mld(;\fidfilaei il; ﬁthei
coxr}:munity such as a butcher or teacher, and hope_d he WOU‘[ (11nd (:1) noe o
Their growi’ng membership allowed them Lo organise concer ;ﬂ o codt,
aigning and leafleting. They also used direct maﬂu}g an 1611) alon
C?ma?m ghlets. For example, they distributed 600,Q00 copies (_3f thle;u in;gne iate
g‘;c};norl;lic Programme during the J llﬂy 1952 eiecnern cafrfiéggég:ﬁd (LSO?N ey
conveyed simple messages: simple in both what was o .
po}l“t;iyflgzti};eglug gfgante;ﬁtz‘rt into training speakers. ngr 6,00;) ll;lailh ;;asz;% 'i
e s wons rovided with pooken on polcios an. propagand
X ity e provide . a
:lcsllllxiieq?lgz.igsh?llﬁda;:ll?sgd the latest technology - 1oudspeak§rsi, s}légg srlilow
films and even planes - as in, for exar_n})le, the 19?2 'pld esxd(ta;; d?tignal forms,
aign, ‘Fithrer over Germany’. Initially, they_l elie on tradit forms
CHD;P sgm,ass rallies. marches in uniform and drill. Musie, lighting egll e
fllilscpllz;f of discipline:'l enthusiasm fostered .the message as much as the words,
Once in power, they made great use qf I‘Eiidlﬂ and ﬁ}n1s. T
Sucecess was also due to the campaigning effechvenets:o et _
e o, gﬂﬁs Caﬁtile;i )ﬂ;‘?ﬁa;l\’tii? i?é?f;gg a powerful messag
themselves from other parties. ) A P
is promised to restore hope and cregte anew nationa ¥
Comn (it o ol vt
people provided with work an  bread. Th s e e O
looked after, but especial attention was gwernd ? e e O eieh
peasant and small trader who yvould be sav etlcls T aould be replaesdy
moneylenders’. The feeble Weimar democratic sy D e
rong leadership, which would smash communism, e ‘ : i
fité;)tlll'gy the Verssilles setﬂement-and‘epd reparatlznz. r?;r'la rlr:;};); ; (rlle(;\érm: :
might would allow it to secure vital living space (Lebe :
4 reat nation once more. - ‘ ‘ :
" ?_\Llleli(tli(})fa?ifm was crucial to the Nazi appeal, pl‘OVld}ng a f'(ii tmﬂgi;(éfghp i
cement to hold together potentially diverse a.nd coniggi)tm% 111 erest gOLL
semitism was prominent in the etz;]rly1 ztaages in the 1920s, L
: s thei upportin the s. -
wf};ﬁ: lfloalz?sl’e;;ﬁ;gfs ios cggvey their message gained a, great. booi%‘t 1'1 I()J:lfllll}th% =
1929 anti-Young Plan alliance with Alfl‘e(} Hugenbeljg s Nat;?;?r Lseir e
alliance gave Hitler access to Hugenberg s vgst megla ;1;13% tgr. e rang S
reached beyond the party’s own paper, Filkischer Beo ach thé ey ol
mass-circulation papers. Funds were alsol ;ttri;?iztleélnsg st:ie he (?tjons 0
i umerous Reichslag, preside . n ons L2
;?;I;E:riet;ﬁatt};r‘iﬁ years of the Weimar Republic. Initially, thf é\; alfsl Ef;ﬁey__
some funding from the army and Weaiti.ly pan-onsilbl‘lt é;l(;gr attending'rﬁée.
from ordinary members, through donations and charg

XCE 7.5 Report of the Prussian
state police, in June 1930, on the NSDAP's
peakers’ school

The training of spealkers is
~accomplished by correspondence
“course in the form of monthly
instruction packages ... A participant
1 the Spealiers’ School is only finally
- recognised as an official party speaker
Wfter participating in the
arrespondence course for 12 months
nd speaking publicly thirty times
“within 8 months.
This year it is planned to hold a
Surther, oral course in Herrshing. The
precondition for attendance is a
minimum of 6 months satisfactory
participation on the correspondence
course ... Speakers in possession of o
‘certificate of aptitude’ are permitted to
old local training evenings at which
they can train speakers according to
the methods of the speakers’ school,

SOURCE 7.7 A Nazi meeting, July 1931,
escribed in the Nazi menthly journal, Wifle
nd Weg (The Will and the Way)

he first meeting in a village must be
repared in such a way that it is well
tended. The prerequisite fessential
hing] is that the speaker is Jairly well
iformed about specifically rural
uestions. Then, it is most advisable to
0.t0 a neighbouring village some time
fier but to advertise the meeting in the
g:'st vitlage there as well, then many
‘ople will certainly come across, After
3, one holds a big German Evening in
eeniral hall for a number of villuges
ith co-operation of the SA and the S4
md... The German Bvening,

ovided it is skilfully and &randiosely
ith a great showj geared to

oducing a big public impact,

imarily has the task of making the
dience en thusiastic for our cause, and
ondly to raise the money necessary
“the further build-up of propaganda.
¢ preparation of the village meetings
t{l_d best be carried out in the

loz{;z'ng way: most effectively through
€ personal invitations to every

e orinhabitant; in the bigger

azes by a cireular, which is carried
Mfarm to farm by party members.

The party did receive some fundin
but it was not a major factor in its

The rapid expansion of the Nazi Movement cr:
further boosted membership and resources. Afte
of 1930, the Nazis immediately intensified their
next elections, In the following year, inembersh
On the other hand, turnover
disillusioned, especially late

SOURCE 7.6 Re
East Prussia

Preussisch Holland 8.5.195 1

port for the 1930 accounts of the town group in Preussisch Holland,

g from industrialists, most notably Thyssen,
success.

eated an aura of success, which
v their startling electoral success
propaganda in readiness for the
ip rose from 390,000 to 800,000,
was rapid, as some apparently became
in 1932, with their apparent failure to gain power,

—
Receipts Marks Expenditure Marks
Subscriptions 616.10 Subscriptions paid | 248.05
from members to central party

SA insurance 170.40
Donations 1,620.68 Administrative 468.97

Voluntary and expenses
collections
Meetings 1,957.70 Propaganda 2,249.64
Sale of admission Advertisements,

tickets t& meetings; leaflets, speakers’
donations at meetings fees, travel, rent,

to fighting fund etc,

Extras 896.61
SA/Hitler Youth
damages at meeting
General | 47595 General 298.50
Total 4,670.43 4,332.17

SOURCE 7.8  Extracts from the course held by the National Propaganda Directorate il,

17-31 August 193]
Saturday 22 August

09.30-11.30 Dr Konopath, Chief of the Cultural

Directorate: Blood and Race in the German Nation

13.00-18.30 Town Councillor

within the National Direciorate: Natio
22.00-23.00 Plenary [attended by

Sunday 23 August

07.30-10.00 Reinhardt: The National Socialists in the Reichstag: the others and us

Fichier, Specialist in Community Politics Issues
nal Socialist Community Politics
all members] Session. Speaker: Dy Konopath

10.30-12.00 Alfred Rosenberg: National Socialist Foreign Policy

14.00-15.30 Alfred Rosenberg:

16.00-18.00 Walther Darré, Chief of the Agricultural Policy
National Directorate: National Soci

Tuesday 25 August
Wednesday 26 August

Whichever of these days sees good weather will be kept free to allow the party

The Militant League for German Culture

alist Agricultural Policy.

comrades time to participate in q long-distance tour of the Bavarian Alps.

[Other sessions included Tribute, Currency
and Support for War Vietims’; ‘Work and th
Youth’; ‘National Socialist View of the State’; ‘Educational and Religious Policy”:
Military Policy’; “The Jewish Question’]

Policy Section of the National

Section of the

and Economy’: ‘National Socialism
¢ Shaping of Social Life’; ‘Hitler
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Draw a left-wing caricature of an

Sy

SA man.

How important were the SA and’
the role played by violence?

‘Draw up two lists of evidence for and
-evidence against the Nazi Party being a
socialist party.

I Who joined the SA and why? '
2 Why <l:lid the SA make a positive impression on many Germans?

‘We must struggle with ideas, but if necessary also.wiﬂl ﬁst;.l; P%I;llzl"i ;Zféds
neatly summarise the main role of the Sturm-Abtetlung, or f.th gam e,
formed in 1920 as the Sportabteilung, or sports detachmefm o ;the L n?r
intended primarily to protect Nazi speakers. More aptly lean_algea the Shurm
Abteilung (storm detachment) in 1921, they had develjopgd 1(;1 am djsﬁhcﬁv
organisation of 500,000 by 1953. SA members were provi 1{31 V;’)l 1 8 distinglly
brown shirt, emblazoned with the SWaStlk’fL aﬂer,l in 19.%, he Eﬁtyori irg1 e
stock of cheap, surplus German army tropical shirts. This was the origin ol.the
) rownshirts. e
Oﬂ;t’;‘lonnilrirg%iﬂ;s ?925 and from 1930 to 1934, they were lfa.d by Efl}rlas:1 I’;‘o}ﬁxg‘:w |
had participated in the 1923 Munich Putsch and was a fuez‘ld 0 : ; ;e;,v fo
eage o e Nasis 0 it Dot 0 o epect o s, ol
¢ renresenied the more radical, azisi, 0
fltr?lt?kg ;ellll?“lf?gdica}s the Strasser brothers, he was not a‘ Soplclilsu'cit::li ;txi:;nker
He once explained his approacﬁ; ‘Sinceé ?)m a;elgnéiggre’ and wic 1at
eal to me more than gooa bour: . :
aﬂ%;jél gff;?ll:lll) core of ex-soldiers equnded into a vast army of yo.lsl?ng I
attracted for a variety of reasons, ranging from hatrgd of comxm&m_re ,for
commitment to Hitler and love of excitement and violence to.la. emmss*- fre
soup and a new purpose in life. Over ha}f came from the W(ﬁ'{m%r (l:l : ;ver
especially the unemployed. Many were }us_t ruffians and b:ll ies. i, Si e
provided with a uniform, meals and sometimes accomno a’[lli).ltl noA e
The SA ran occasional camps, with the slress 0{1 spogt and 11111 i E;I ija e
an SA leader explained, the SA offered recruits what they alm?s alway .
home, a warm hearth, a helping hand, a sense of comrades 11‘p .' e Nk
The SA’s work entailed distrib*}utin%1 Igopagam’iatslt}il(f)lgst,hlg ;)tlg:e £gF1~om o
i wving to drive the hated Gommunists from | - o
Eﬁ;%%l;g;gnsduizts %aw increasing violence between political patilrlr]l]llel;sues
Although hese gtaLs wete ol eenalis were held up as mary
illed - nearly 100 in July 1932 alone. i
ltil'llléeeiu;:zln 31{952 Chanc:{ellor Briining banned the SA. They forrlilalglo?iied.
but paraded without shiris. Brﬁning’fl suln):cessor as Chancellor, Papen,
e the Nazis, ended the ban. . .
aﬂ%lllg tSES;ll:il;Z?lsa major role in Hitler’s success. Theu'l‘;?ropag‘an.ditli)gnc_l_m d
focused attention on the comimunist threal and the Nazis de}se1d mu: o .
smash it. Despite the violence and disorder tl}ey caused, t}%a;n‘ isc \Fr'ermﬁe
marches created the impression that the Nazls would ot“fel ‘nn; gower met
restore Germany to law and order. The _fear of an SA seizure 0 po e
persuaded some in the elite to favour Hitler playing a role in governme _
they thought he was the only one who could control the SA.

SOURCE 7.9 A leader explains the power of the SA .

The only form in which the SA appears to the public zs'tho;t of Zze ?;Jﬁtggﬁw
formation. This is one of the most powerful forms af propaga?t a‘a b
large number of calm, disciplined men wfhose total will ﬁt:) Sfigh md_}s o
sensed makes the most profound impression on every Ger ma‘i_rl,' ananz e
heart in a more convineing and inspiring language than wi u}mgl(fg s %
logic can ever do. WWhere whole hosts march purposefully, stafke . .
for a cause, all must be great and true.

B Learning trouble spot

How socialist was the National Socialist German Workers’
Party?

Students often have trouble with the word socialist in the full name of the Nazi
Party because it seems to contradict the fact that it is considered a right-wing
party. Here we try to clarify this issue.

1 In what sense were Hitler and the Nazis Socialists? There is a strong
argument that the Nazis, as their name states, were national Socialists, as
opposed to Marxist international Socialists. By socialism they meant a
systemn that put the needs of the community before the needs of individuals.
However, they saw community (Folksgemeinschaft) in national not class
terms. In this respect they were similar to Fascists in Lialy.

2 Were the Nazis anti-capitalist? Unfortunately the answer is yes ~ and no!
The Nazis were certainly not left-wing Marxist Socialists. There were,
though, anti-capitalist elements in the Nazi Movement (see, for example,
their 1920 programme, page 52), but increasingly this anti-capitalism was
modified, focusing only on some types of capitalism. There was hostility to
FINANCE CAPITALISM, where wealthy people used their money to exploit
others; finance capitalism was often synonymous with (considered the same
as) Jewish capitalism. This view was atiractive to indebied farmers. Nazism
also opposed big business at imes. This appealed to the petty bourgeoisie of
artisans and small traders, who could not compete with department stores
and mass production. The danger was that anti-capitalism might alienate
the business elite, but Hitler reassured industrialists that it would not

threaten their interests. In power, Hitler’s ambitions were achieved through
developing industrial might, not by protecting the petty bourgeoisie.

5 Vas Hitler a Socialist? Unlike Mussolini, Hitler had never been a member

of a socialist party. Issues of wealth distribution and class were never

important to him. His concern was with a racially pure, ideologically unified
and powerful Germany. He used the word socialist in the sense identified
above but opposed party members with a traditional view of socialism.

4 Were there genuinely left-wing Socialists in the Nazi Party? Yes. They

were strongest in the north where the Strasser brothers were based. They

looked o attract workers by supporting strikes, and talked of social change,
favouring ordinary Germans, not the economic elite. For them socialism
meant a new order of society in which the material position of workers
would be greatly improved. Some advocated co-operation with Communists,
hoping to win them over to a national form of socialism. In 1932, some Nazis
in Berlin co-operated in a strike with Communists. Schleicher’s attempt in

1932 (page 135) to split the Nazis and gain the co-operation of trade unicnists

and the Strasserite Nazis was based on understanding this left wing of

Nazism, and was not as unrealistic as is sometimes portrayed.

Revolutionary socialist Nazis were strongly represented in the SA,
whose leader R6hm favoured radical change. Tension continued between
them and the mainstream movement until the Night of the Long Knives

which effectively decapitated Nazi social radicalism (see pages 175-9).

Left-wing elements were also strong in the NSBO, the National Socialist

Factory Gell Organisation. These were bodies set up from 1925 by factory

workers as a Nazi rival to socialist unions. They provided services for

members and ran sirikes. By 1933 they had 250,000 members.

5 Were the Nazis a workers’ party? Right from its creation, the Nazi Party
had ‘workers’ in ils name, but the Nazis initially failed to gain much

support from workers. The first sign of it becoming a mass party was in

rural areas in 1928, when it shifted its emphasis to target farmers, whilst
seeking a broad, pan-class (across class) base. Increasingly, the term

‘workers’ was interpreted loosely as all Germans working for the good of

Germany, by hand or brain. Thus the Nazis could still appeal to industrial

workers on a more socialist basis (see Source 7.11), whilst reassuring

industrialists that their interests would also be looked after.

[y
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WHY DID THE NAZIS BECOME THE LARGEST PARTY IN WEIMAR GERMANY?

VWhich groups of people were most
likely to:

a) be members of the Nazi party
b) vote for the Nazis?

How has the debate developed
among historians over who voted
for the Nazis?

Who supported the Nazis?

Who voted Nazi! Before you examine some detailed evidence about Nazi
supporters, try this preliminary exercise based on your current impressions. We
will then see how far you will need to modify your views.

a) Study the following list of different sorts of German people.

b) Divide them into two groups: those most likely to vote Nazi, and those least
likely to. Then put each group in a column, with the strongest
supporters/opponents at the top and the weakest at the bottom.

¢} Discuss your results with the rest of the class. Compare them with the
detailed evidence on pages | 18-23.
Low-ranking civil servant
Retired professor
Army general
Shopkeeper in northern Germany
Female industrial worker
Junker
Catholic priest
Protestant small retailer

2 What attracted people to vote Nazi?

a) Write down on separate slips of paper four different Nazi slogans illustrating
how the Nazis appealed to the German people.

b) Mix up all the slips from the whole class. Then sart them out into four or
five categories, such as economic, political, nationalist, etc., and see how
many slogans there are in each category.

c) As a class, discuss whether the proportion of your slogans in each category
does actually reflect the main emphasis of Nazi appeal.

Industrial worker
High-ranking civil servant
Protestant student

Small farmer

Catholic unemployed worker
Unemployed ex-soldier
Unemployed artist

How can we tell?
Nazi support rose dramatically between 1928 and 1932. There has been much
debate over exactly who supported this extremist party because historians are
hampered by the absence of modern opinion polls. Several types of source are
available, beginning with election results. However, the results of secret ballots
do not tell us who voted for whom, just how many votes a party list gotin any
region. One exception is that the constitution allowed states to hold separate
ballots for men and women. A few did so, with blue hallot papers for men and
pink for women! Thus in a few areas we have figures available by gender.

Historians’ analyses of electoral support for the Nazis from particular social
or religious groups are normally based on comparing how well the Nazis did in
areas that differed by religious or social composition. For example, if the Nazis
got 37 per cent of the national vote, but only 25 per cent in a strongly Catholic
area, it seems reasonable to argue that Catholics were less likely to vote Nazi.
Similarly, if they gained 45 per cent in a predominantly farming area, and
several areas show this pattern, then it would seem that farmers were more
likely to vote Nazi. But caution is still needed because there could be a whole
range of variables affecting the result.

Other evidence is more direct. We have membership records of the Nazi Party
and the SA that give some personal defails, for example of accupations, although
not generally of religion. Even here there are problems, as classifying people’s class
position is not an exact science, and people do not complete forms in a consistent
way. Historians have also used Nazi propaganda, such as leaflets, posters and
speeches, as an indication of whom they were trying to attract and why. We also
have autobiographies of some Nazi members. One of the most valuable, but still
potentially flawed, sources is Abel’s survey of 581 autobiographies of Nazi
members. In 1934 this American academic offered prizes to Nazi Party members
who wrote accounts of why they joined. They provide fascinating insights, but are
not necessarily representative and may not be an accurate reflection of their
authors’ motives. There are also accounts by Germans and foreigners who lived in
Germany and commented on the growing Nazi Movement and memoirs of former

Nazi supporters. All such sources need to be treated cautiously.

SOURCE 7.1l Internal KPD document
discussing the NSDAP and SA, December,
1931

The betrayal of socialism, of the
German working people and thereby of
the German nation by the SPD’s leaders
has led millions of proletarians, rural
workers and impoverished members of
the middle classes into the ranks of the
NSDAP. In particular the ... 88 and S4
boast a high percentage of proletarians.
For sure the NSDAP, supported by
Jinance capital, uses bribery lo win over
the unemployed masses. Unemployed
who join the 84 receive clothing and
sometimes accommodation and board,
But this bribery is not the decisive factor
behind the flow even of the proletarian
masses into the NSDAP, Decisive is the
SPD’s betrayal of socialism and the
lying, pseudo-socialist demagogy of
Hitler's party. We have to recognise that
a large proportion of the Nazi
proletarians are misled workers who
honestly believe that they are fighting
against capitalism and for socialism.

I Using Source 7.10, identify two groups that were over-represented in the Nazi
Party and two that were under-represented in 1933.
2 How did the membership of the Nazi Party change between 1929 and 1933 and
then again after 19337 Why might this be?
3 Vl\/ha;c do Chart 7B and Source 7.11 show about Nazi support from the working
class?
What do Sources 7.12, 7.13 and 7.15 tell you about the nature of Nazi support?
Were there differences between those who were members of the Nazi Party and
those who voted for the Nazis!
& Using Source 7.14 and Chart 7C on page 121:
a) How does support for the Nazi Party differ by region?
b) Why do you think it differed in this way?
7 Study Source 7.16. To what extent do these earlier sources confirm Hitler's
claim that the Nazis were successful in appealing to ‘every German”?

LS N

SOUR:CE 7.10  This table gives detail of Nazi Party members. Columns A-F divide them
according to when they joined the party. Column G gives estimated percentages of each
social group in Germany in 1933

Before Nov 1930 Nov 1930-Jan 1933 | Total Jan 1935 1933
A B C D E F G
Number | % of total| Number | % of total| Number | % of total| Estimated
members members, members| % of society
Workers 33,944 263 233479 | 325 755,967] 30.3 46.3
White-collar 31,067 | 240 147855 | 206 484,054| 19.4 2.4
warkers
Self-employed,
including
artisans 24563 ;189 124579 | 17.3 475,223 19.0 %6
Civil servants,
including
teachers 10,015 7.7 46,967 | 6.5 307,205) 124 48
Peasants 17,181 {132 89,800 | 125 255,291} 10.2 20.7
Others 12,793 9.9 76,766 | 10.7 216,130 87 6.2
Total [29,563 719,446 2,493,870
members .

B 7B The occupational structure of Nazi Party
membership compared to national patterns

Self-employed

Domestic servants

” Industrial
Public servants Worlers
(Farmers)
White-collar,
workers 5 '
omestic
- Selvants
(Farmers) .
Public
Self-employed servants White-collar

orkers

[__] NSDAP (Nazi Party)

National pattern

The pie Fhart on the left shows the occupational structure of the Nazi Party. The segrments and shading
on the rvlght show the proportion of the German population for each social group overlaid by the
proportion of Nazi Party members who were of that group,
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SOURCET.I3  Mambership of poicatparcs o e Map and bar graphs showing support for the Nazi Party in Reichstag elections 1924-33

SOURCE 7.1Z Membership of the NSDAP, [925-33, by religion
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SOURCE 7.17 |. Noakes, ‘The Rise of
the Nazis', History Today, January 1983, p. ||

The Nazis did best in the rural areas
and small towns of the Protestant parts
of Germany, particularly in the north
and east. They won much of their
support from the most rooted and
traditional section of the German
population — peasant farmers, self-
employed artisans, craftsmen and
small retailers . .. In urban areas the
party did best in those towns and cities
which were administrative or
commercial centres with large civil
servant and white collar populations,
rather than in industrial centres; and
they tended to win most support in
upper-middie-class districts. Nazi
support also tended to be strongest
among the younger generation. This
was particularly true of the
membersihip, which was also
overwhelmingly male.

SOURCE 7.18 |. Falter, ‘How likely
were workers to vote for the NSDAP?', in
The Rise of Nationalism and the Working
Classes in Weimar Germany, ed. C. Fischer,
1996, pp. 34 and 40

According to our estimates, probably
one in three workers of voting age
backed the NSDAP ... From July 1932
onwards more workers would have
voted NSDAP than voted KPD or SPD
... On a regular basis more than a
quarter of National Socialist voters
were workers . ..

In terms of iis electoral support the
NSDAP was clearly Protestant
dominated, but otherwise in social
ferms it was a distinctly heterogeneous
[mized] party ... Thereis
unmistakable over-representation of
voters from the middle classes, a fact
certainly disputed by no one as yet. On
the other hand, it no longer appears
admissible, given so high a proportion
of volers from the working class, to
speak of a middle class party. The
National Socialisis’ electoral successes
were nourished by so many different
sources, that the NSDAP might really
best be characterised as an integrative
fall-embracing] protest movement ...
Its composition was so socially
balanced ... that ... it possessed the
characier of a people’s party or
national party more than any other
large Weimar party.

Historical debate: who votfzd Nazi?

The issue of who voted for the Nazis has been the subject of great historical
controversy. To some extent this is because behind it lies the extremely sensitive
question, "Who was to blame for Hitler?” This activity will help you 1o identify the
main trends in historians’ explanations.

1 Copy the table below. Mark a tick if the historian identifies a group as prone to

vote Nazi,
Group I Noalkes |2 Peterson |3 Fischer |4 Falter 5 Geary
(Source 7.17) | (Source 7.19) | (Source 7.20} | (Source 7.18) | (Source 7.21)
Working class

Petty bourgeoisie/
middle class,

e.g. shopkeepers,
white-collar worlkers

Wealthy, i.e. upper
middle class

Protestants

Wide range, l.e. a
people's movement

2  What degree of historical consensus about Nazi support emerges from this
exercise?

3 These are only extracts from the analyses of these historians so care has to be
taken when assessing their views. However, the paragraph from Peterson
{Source 7.19) is complete. Is there any surprising omission from his discussion of
Nazi supporters? How might this be explained?

4 ‘The traditional stress on the petty-bourgeois base of Nazi support need not be
discarded, but instead incorporated into a broader picture.” How far do these
extracts substantiate this opinion?

SOURCE 7.19 B, Peterson, ‘Regional Elites and the Rise of National Socialism’ in Radical
Perspectives on the Rise of Fascism in Germany, 1989, p. 172

Most [historians] now generally agree that the social class most inclined o join
and vote for the National Socialists was the petty bourgeoisie, including artisans,
shoplieepers, and peasants. Substaniial support, however, has been shown o have
come from higher social strata. Recent studies have demonstrated that residents
of aqfftuent neighbourhoods, vacationers, cruise ship passengers, civil servants and
RENTIERS ~ all arguably elite - supported the National Socialist German Workers
Party. On the other hand, big business and Junkers — the core groups of the ruling
class in Weimar Germany - were generally disinclined to join or vote for the Nazis,
although some of them gave various other kinds of direct and indirect support,

SOURCE 7.20 Conan Fischer, The Rise of the Nazis, 1995, pp. 63 and 99

[The Nazis] intended to MoBILISE all ‘ethnic’ Germans, tried to do so and enjoyed
a degree of success in crossing class, regional, confessional [religious], gender and
age barriers which was unprecedented in German political history . ..

An impressive body of evidence . .. supports the overall picture of National
Socialism as a predominantly Protestant, middle-class rassemblement
[movement], and this line of inferpretation has provided the starting point and
the conclusion for most of the general histories of Nazism ... The latest EMPIRICAL
work on the National Socialist constituency fvoters] has now created problems for
this long-standing consensus which have yet to be fully addressed. It appears that
some 40 per cent of voters and party members were working class and some 60
per cent of SA members were working class, leading to the typification of Nazism
as a popular or people’s movement instead of a class movement.

SOURCE 7.22 . Falter, 1996, p. 10

The range of living and working
conditions concealed behind the
collective term ‘worker’ was huge. Thits
the East Prussian or Pomeranian farm
labourer who was paid largely in kind
lgoods] and received an hourly cash
payment of 10 pfennig or less belonged
to this group as much as the factory-
employed craftsman or the highly
specialised shilled worker who might
earn fen times as much in the
industrialised conurbations. Similarly,
the foreman who had worked in the
same Wiirtiemberg family for thirty
years was as much a ‘worker’
according to the census as the young
labourer in an Upper Silesian
ironworks, the homeworker from the
Erzgebirge or the daily help in a villa
in Berlin-Zehlendorf. One might be in
everyday contact with ‘his’ trade union
and the workers’ parties, while the
other might have scarcely heard of
either and align his voting intentions
according to the political preferences of
the estate manager or the proprietor of
the small workshop with whom he
went to school and who, possibly,
belonged to the same huniing
association or sporting club. In view of
this it appears all the less likely that
the working class as a whole would
manjfest even a degree of homaogeneity
in ifs voting behaviour.

SOURCE 7.21 R. Geary, Hitler and Nazism, 1993, p. 27

The NSDAP was most successful where it did not have to cope with strong pre-
existing IDEOLOGICAL and organisational loyalties. Where these did exist, as in
Social Democratic and Communist stronigholds, it did far less well. The same
applied to Germany’s Catholic community, strongly represented over decades by
the Centre Party (or the BV'P in Bavaria). Loyalty to the party was reinforced bra
plethora fgreat range] of Catholic leisure organisations which penetrated daily
life and also by the pulpit, from which the NSDAP was sometimes denounced as
godless. On the other hand, Nazi success in Protesiant rural and middle class
Germany was Jacilitated by the fact that political loyalties there were either weak
or non-existent,

Until the 1980s the predominant view was that the key group was the petty
bourgeoisie (Mittelstand) who provided the Nazis with mass support. They
shared responsibility with the elite (who intrigued to get Hitler appointed) for the
catastrophe of the Nazis coming to power. Left-wing historians could thus blame
the Right and portray the working class as largely without blame. By the 1990s
two developments challenged this view. Firstly, the centrality of the whole
concept of class has been questioned. The phenomenon of many workers voting
for right-wing governments in Britain and the USA led to more sophisticated
analysis of political support and voting behaviour, Other factors, such as religion
and the local community, have been identified as additional important influences
on voting. The end of the Cold War and the decline of Marxism as a major force
in Western universities have also encouraged a more empirical approach.

Secondly, more sources have been examined, with new techniques. The use
of computers and refined statistical methodology have allowed more data to be
viewed in different ways. There has been a growth in local studies, so the
German people have been looked at in small groups and as individuals, not as
classes. This has inevitably led to more complex views emerging. The collapse
of the East German communist regime has further opened up many records. As
a result, recent historians such as Falter, Conan Fischer and Brustein have all
produced convincing arguments that German workers were far more attracted
to the Nazis than many have argued in the past.

This does not mean, however, that the long-standing stress on the importance
of support from the petty bourgeoisie can be rejected. The evidence does
powerfully suggest that this class voted disproportionately for the Nazis, but far
less than used to be thought. Religion and local community influences seem to
have been a greater determinant of voting behaviour than class.

B 7D The working class and Nazism

Workers of the
world unite!

A Yolkegemeinschaft
to protect us all and
make Germany great. /

(b) A modern view: we must look
more closely at the working
class; we must examine how it
was made up and what
influenced it

He is 2 worker, but does he work in
a small or farge factory? Is his work
geared to the export or the
domestic market?! He also has a
refigion, an age, a family. He lives in a
particular community {city, small
town, village). He has a particular
outlook; does he identify with
fellow workers ar is he ambitious?
He belongs {or does not belong) to
and this will determine his a trade unjon and other bodies, e.g
voting. He will not vote choral group. e may vote SPD or
Nazi. KPD, but he might vote NSDAP!

(a) The traditional view:
class is crucial
He is an industrial worker
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List the range of reasons why
peoptle voted for the Nazis.

2 Which of these reasons do you
consider the most important?

How have historians’ interpretations
changed in recent years?

. WHY DID THE NAZIS BECOME THE LARGEST PARTY IN WEIMAR GERMANY?

SOURCE 7.23 Nazi publication, Der
Betriebs-Stiirmer, [93]

The years 1914-18 involved the
destruction of the German Reich’s
economic pre-eminence and thus the
freedom of German labour. November
1918 did not result in the deposition
[overthrow] of the FeURaL Jords to the
benefit of the workers. Instead the 8th
November brought - the defeat of
Germany as a state. But the German
worker paid the price.

His masters today are the
irresponsible, faceless, international
hig capitalists and the Jews of the
banking world ... National Socialism
demands a transformation from the
utterly unscrupulous profit-motivated

economy to an economy geared to
need.
P T T
T ,-a»x'\'?”“ S s

SOURCE 7

A Nazi election
poster, 1932:

‘We want w
and bre

.25

ork
ad!’

AN

We will begin to investigate the reasons why some people voted for the Nazis by
examining Nazi propaganda in the form of leaflets and posters.

I Draw and complete a table like the one below, using Sources 7.23-32.

Why did people support the Nazis?

Source| Group directed at | Their grievances [ What the Nazis offered | Other comments

|

2 What overall conclusions can you reach from these sources! i
3 How valuable are these sources as evidence of why people voted for the Nazis?

SOQURCE 7.24
A leaflet from July 1932

SOURCE 7.26

A 1924 Nazi poster:
‘First bread! Then
reparations’

SOURCE 7.28 A 1929 [eaflet

GERMAN WOMEN! GERMAN MOTHERS!
Our Young People Defiled.

The presenl Prassian Welfare Minister ... has confirmed ...
that in a German Grammar School for Girls 63 per cent of the
girls had experienced sexual intercourse and 47 per cent had
some form of sexital disease ... The number of sexual offences
and cases of incest pife up in the most gruesome manney! ...

This is the result of the many years during which our
people, and in particular our youth, have heen exposed to a
ftood of muck and filth, in word and pring, in the theatre
and in the cinema. These are the result of the systematic
Marxist destruction of the family ...

The National Socialists must win the election so that they can
put a halt te this Marxist handiwork, so that once again
women are honoured and valued, and so that the cinema and
the theatre contribute to the inner rebuilding of the nation.

German women and mothers. Do you want your honour to
sink still further?

Do you want your daughters 1o he playthings and the
objects of sexual lust?

IFNOT, then vote for a National Socialist majority on July 51st,

Then vote for
LIST TWO

HITLER-MOVEMENT NAT.SQCIAL GERMAN
WORKERS PARTY

TRADERS !
SMALL PRODUGERS! ARTISANS!

For a long time you have kept out of sight and let corruption,
favouritism and the NEPOTISM of others run alf aver you. You believed
that obaying law and order was the first duty of the citizen,

But what has this led to! Ever more exploitation by those in power.
The tax-screw being turned ever tighter. You are HELOTS of this
systern, Your only job #5 to work and pay taxes which go into the
safaries and pensions of eninisters.

What have your parties done for you? They promised the world but
did nothing, They made coalitions, prattled away before the glections
then disappeared into parliament until the next.

They didn'c unite against the treacherous leaders of Marxism.

They horse-dealt over ministerial posts and never gave you a thought.
They have ruled with Social-Democrats and fargotten the aim of that
party — Death to the Middle Class!

Have you forgotten the inflation? How you were robbed of
your savings and commercial capital?

Have you forgotten how taxes have slowly throttled your businesses?
Have you forgotten how the Department Stores and Co-
operatives have ruined you?

... Middle classes, why is it 5o bad? Why are your shops empey? Why
are you out of business?

Lack at the banks and their massive profits! They are eating
you out of existence!

Marxism is guilty of pawning the German economy to international
high finance. Therefore citizens, you belong to the ranks of those who
rmake no pact with Marxism, but fight it wherever it is to be found.

GERMAN NATIONAL SOGIALIST WORKERS PARTY

‘We're for Adolf Hitler?’

SOURCE 7.29

darbeiter walle

SOURCE 7.27

A 1932 Nazi election
poster showing
Marxism as the guardian
angel of big business.

The angel has 5PD on @Qm’
his helmet — the Nazis P
called the moderate mﬂl}i{'

Socialists M H 4 E’ah’&m gi’m
ocialists Marxists to 91 oy o
discredit them & ﬂ Eljuu 5“5

DecTllovetsmus isf

des Hapitalismus g

SOURCE 7.31

A 1932 Nazi poster:
‘Women! Millions of men
without work, Millions of
children without a future.
Save the German family,
Yote Adolf Hitler!’

| SOURCE 7.30

An anti-Jewish poster.
It says: “The puppet
master. Head and
Hand vote Nazi.’

SOURCE 7.32 A 1929 leaflet

GERMAN FARMERS!

Farmers, it's a matter of your house and home!

Factorles, forests, rallways, taxes and the state’s finances have aif been
robbed by the Jew. Now he's stretching his greedy fingers towards the last
German possessian - #he <ountryside,

Insatiable [neyer salisfied] Jewish race-fust and fanaticism are the drivin
farces behind this devifish attempt to break Germany’s badkbone mrousi
the annihifation [destruction] of the Gemman farming community,

Doesn't it oper your eyes whes you see the &conamy of the countrysid

e

being czippled Hy unzaturally high taxes, while you have Insufficient ncome
to set off against this because of fow prices for livestock and grain?

Huge Impods of frozen meat and forelga grain, at lowest prices, undercut
you and push down your eamings ... You cannot obtaln crecit to tide you
over these hard tmes. i you want maney the usurlous [very high] Interest
Yates will wring your neck, Under the protection of e state It wor't be fong

before the greater part of the land-owning farmers will be criver from thel
farms and homes by Jewish morey lenders.

Help us build a new Germany that will be
NATIONALIST AND SOCIALIST
NATIONALIST because [t | free and heid i respegt,

SOCALIST because any German who works and creates wif be
guaranteed not Just a slave's saticn of bread, but an honoursble Iife,
decent eamings and the sanctity of his hard-earned property.

Farmers, It is a matter of the most holy possessions of a people Ti‘i
LAND AND THE FIELDS WHICH GOD HAS GIVEN US, peodte, THE

.Farmers, it is @ maiter of house and home,
Of life and death, of our people and our fatherand!

THEREFORE FARMERS ~ WAKE UP!

JOIN THE RANKS OF OUIR DEFENCE FORCE. FIGHT WITH Us IN
THE NATIONAL SOCIALIST GERMAN WORKERS PARTY

WHY DID THE NAZIS BECdME THE LARGEST PARTY IN WEIMAR GERMANY?
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Historians’ assessments of Nazi support
Mood, manipulation or money: why did Germans vote Nazi?

Some historians have laid great stress on the emotional appeal of the Nazis, via
a charismatic leader, symbols and rallies, to the many people who felt alienated
in Germany at the time. The petty bourgeoisie was particularly attracted by this.
It felt threatened by hig business and by the powerful working class. These
atomised (divided up, isolated) individuals in a new, mass society were looking
for security and a sense of direction. The Nazis tapped this sense of unease and
offered a bright futare. The high turnover of Nazi Party membership has also
been taken to indicate how many joined for emotional reasons, which could not
be sustained on deeper reflection.

This stress on irrationalism (not based on reason) as the crucial factor in the
Nazi appeal can also be used to support more recent interpretations that put
stress on the broad base of Nazi support, that is a true Folkspartel. The prospect
of firm action to take Germany out of the economic and psychelogical
depression made Nazism attractive to millions of worried Germans, regardless
of class. The Nazis were particularly successful with those Germans who had
wealk, unsupportive communities.

Many historians also stress the importance of propaganda organised to
appeal to the emotions, especially mass meetings and rallies. Here there was no
political discussion, What mattered was being there, surrounded by thousands
of others, exhilarated by the carefully choreographed (designed) display. ‘How
could 20,000 be wrong? ‘Stop thinking, just believel’ As Goebbels said in 1554
‘Propaganda was our sharpest weapon in conquering the state, and remains our
sharpest weapon in maintaining and building up the state.’

By stressing the power of Nazi propaganda it was possible to some extent to
make excuses for Germans. They were manipulated: it could happen to anyone.
However, the recent work of Noakes and others has introduced a corrective
to what they see as an excessive siress on propaganda. They argue that the

Nazis had major electoral successes in some areas where there was little
propaganda, and vice versa. Therefore, propaganda was more successful in
reinforcing existing sympathies and feelings than in creating them.

An alternative view has recently come from other historians - notably
Brustein - who have challenged the stress on emotions as an explanation for
Nazi success, and have instead argued that Germans voted Nazi for rational
economic reasons. Between 1930 and 1933 the Nazis put forward a series of
economic policies, offering a third way between Marxist state planning and
LAISSEZ-FAIRE capitalism. They said the economy should serve the needs of the
state, not individuals. They advocated public investment in industry to boost the
economy; financial controls to protect those in debt; economic AUTARKY to put
the interests of Germans above those of foreigners and the creation of a
continental economic zone dominated by Germany. They would support
farmers through controls on prices, imports and debt, and help some resettle on
unused land in the east. This package of policies, developed from 1928 to exploit
the rising tide of protest in some farming areas, was reinforced by the SA and
others taking action to defend farmers’ interests, for example by disrupting
auctions of bankrupt farms.

Brustein also sees economic factors as the reason for working-class support
for the Nazis. Blue-collar workers in depressed industries were particularly
attracted to their interventionist economic policies. Aspiring workers, those who
had benefited from the social reforms of Weimar and were looking for further
advance beyond their working-class origins, might be attracted by a Nazi future.

One commonly held view that is no longer propounded by historians is that
virulent (poisonous/bitter) anti-semitism was a major contributor to Hitler’s
mass support. It was indeed a powerful attraction for many of the original Nazis
and for some who joined the party, but not especially for voters. Other parties,
such as the DNVP, were also anti-semitic. Hitler was deeply anti-semitic but
played down Nazi anti-semitism as the prospects for power increased, instead

stressing anti-communism which was much more attractive to the elite upon
whom his chances might depend. Even the American Jewish historian

Goldhqgen, who caused a storm in 1996 with his book Hitler’s Willing
Executwnqrs (see page 350) where he argued that Germany alone developed a
strong Qe811'e to eliminate Jews, accepts that anti-semitism was not crucial in
the Nazis’ electoral success. )

SOURCE 7.33 In a survey of Nazi Party member- i
s, the follo i
the main factor for joining the Nazis " g TeRsons were given as

Reasons for joining the Nazi Party % of those surveyed
Anti-Marxism 65
National community 32
Supernationalism 22
Hider cult 8
Anti-semitism 14

SOURCE 7.34 A. Bullock, Hitler and Stafin: Parallel Lives, 1992, p. 249

ﬂVaz?'sm wgs] a m.ovement that was deliberately designed to highlight by every
manipulative device ~ symbols, language, ritual, hierarchy, parades, rallies . ..
;}f;e sgp;femajv}f Oj; the dynamic, irrational factors in politics: struggle, will, force,

¢ sinfing of individual identity in the collective emotions of the r:)u sacrific
discipline. Vihe group, sacrifier

ngCs)’:I';CIIZ4735 W. Brustein, The Logic of Evil. Social Origins of the Nazi Party {925-33,

The Na.z'i Party did not gain its phenomenal mass constituency because of its
f-zmpfzasa:s on xenophobia but rather because the party designed a series of
innovaie programs thai appealed to malerial interests of a broad constituency
overwhelmed by the Depression. Xenophobia alone could not have brought the
Nazis 1o power.

I'must conclude that evil may have ordinary and rational origins. This applied
to pre-1933 Germans as much as to all other peoples,

ACTIVITY -

Study Sources 7.34 and 7.35.

1 lExplain the differences between Bullock’s and Brustein's views.

2 ‘'Complementary rather than competing.” Using the sources and your knowiedge,

exg_)l'f:in how far you agree with this comment on Brustein’s and Bullock’s
opinions on the reasons for the Nazis' support,
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Review: Why did the Nazis become
the largest party in Weimar
Germany?

Chart 7E tries to summarise what you have learnt about the e?{tent to which
different social groups supported the Nazis, and what the N.ams offered. Then, to
conclude, we look at two contemporary sources that shed light on the nature of
support for the Nazis.

B 7E Who supported the Nazis and why?

._Mak'é Germé_r}y great!

- Smash communism!

R
1
s

R
5

Rastore

Awray with resarations] " Help us bulld a S

Away W-l-ch reparacions: : Vafzsgeméinschaﬂ! “traditional values!
R SRR - Rebuild the -
" Away with feeble Smash the chains. " economy! -

2y wit . s
Weimar democracy!. y _o:f__Ve_rsa[I!gs..

Law and order! Smash Jewish capicalism!

Work and bread!

of Jewish finance!

Smash the stranglehold

Fair prices!
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Restrict food imports!

No more cuts in salaries!

Lower interest ratest

Government offic _
- Civil servants®

feachel

sausopuet 2341

Buy German goods!

Sound money!

Fair day’s pay for
a fair day’s work!

Control department stores!

Key

Inner circle: German population in 1933 by social group (%}

Quter circle: members of Nazi Party in 1932 by same social groups

Restore mothers to the home!

[::l General slogans
[::} Slogans targeted ac particular social groups

! a) Which reasons for the growth
of support for the Nazis are
shown in Source 7.367

b) Which reasons are not
reflected?

2 a) What can you learn from
Source 7.37 about the reasons
for the rise of the Nazis?

b} What can be deduced from this
poem about Brecht's political
position?

3 A key reason for the Nazis'
electoral success was that they
offered both big ideas that could
appeal to any German and also
particular policies aimed at specific
groups. How does Chart 7E support
this view?

4 Do you think the actions and skills

of Hitler and the Nazi Movement

were more important in winning
support than factors outside their
control such as the economic
depression?

SOURCE 7.36 ‘Why | became a Nazi.’ An extract from an autobiography of a Nazi
member submitted in [%34 to a prize competition organised by Professor Abel at Columbia

University, New York, USA. The writer was a farmer and fought in the First World War
against the Russians

Then came November 9 [1918]. Slowly and more strongly there grew up inmea
hatred of this band of traitors and their followers. Soon the consequence of this
betrayal of the nation became more and more evideni.

[Pe lost Vest Prussia and Danzig; were hit by inflation, Jews became rich.] My
inward aversion [hostility] to these men of a foreign race which had crucified the
saviour and which now was betraying our people increased until one day it grew
info hatred. The Jew was at fault for all the misery,

Then came November 9, 1923. Great and brilliant, the name of Adolf Hitler,
which we heard not for the first time in these agitated days, appeared before us,
We were all marching in step; we all had the same desire to wipe out the existing
system which had come into power by betrayal of the people and couniry. We
wanted something that was to grow out of the common experience of the war
and the front, that would know no estates fsocial groups] and classes but only the
German people. The word, Hitler, became for me a symbol of our future.

These first members are still our best. They grasped National Socialism not
with their minds but with their emotions. They had not learned National
Socialism from books. Their blood, their natural instinct drove them to the
movement. Like myself, they sought the road to the people and, like myself, found
it by ridding themselves of class consciousness and seeing only the fellow-

countryman in every German.

In July the leader came to Tilsit. I saw him for the first time. About 40,000
people from near and far had gathered to greet him. I wore the brown shirt for
the first time. Those hours are never to be Jorgotien. The Leader spoke. For the
Jirst time I heard his voice. His words weni siraight to the heart. From now on
my life and efforts were dedicated o the Leader. I wanted to be a true follower.
The Leader spoke of the threatened ruin of the nation and of the resurrection
under the Third Reich. What matter personal interest, and social status? How
insignificant had all parties become to my eyes. How despicable fvile] was
Communism.

Another thing the Leader gave us was faith in the German people. If we won,
Germany was saved; if we were defeated, a gate would open up and Moscow’s
Red hordes would swarm in and plunge Europe into night and misery.

SOURCE 7.37 ‘Song of the SA Man’ by Bertolt Brecht {translated by John Willett)

My hunger made me fall asleep
F¥ith a belly ache.

Then I heard voices crying
Hey, Germany awalke!

Then I saw crowds of men marching:
To the Third Reich, I heard them say.
Ithought as I'd nothing to live for

I might as well march their way.

And as { marched, there marched beside me

The fattest of the crew

And when I shouted ‘e want bread and work’

The fat man shouted foo.

The chief of stqjf wore boots
My feet meanwhile were wet
But both of us were marching
Whole heartedly in step.

I thought that the left road led forward
He told me that I was wrong.

Twent the way that he ordered

And blindly tagged along.

And those who were weak from hunger
Kept marching, pale and taut

Together with the well-fed

To some Third Reich of a sort.

They told me which enemy to shoot at
So I took their gun and aimed

And, when I had shot, saw my brother
Fas the enemy they had named.

Now I know: over there stands my brother
It's hunger that makes us one

While I march with the enemy

My brother’s and my own.

So now my brother is dying
By my own hand he fell

Yet I know that if he’s defealed
I shall be lost as well,
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'KEY POINTS FROM CHAPTER 7:

This activity brings together your work in Chapter 3 and in this cha}pter on the rise
of the Nazis and voting behaviour in general in the Weimar Repu.bEm. '
| Study the data on Weimar elections on page 63. Compose a linear graeh sh.owmg
the election results for all the parties [919-33. You might like to do this using a
computer. -
2 |dentify and explain the trend in support for the Nazis. . .
3 Which parties lost support as the Nazis gained it? Does this automatically mean
that the Nazis took votes from these parties?
4 What happened to support after 1928 for
a) the SPD
b) the KPD
c) both left-wing parties together? ‘ o
5 What happened to support for the Z/BVP throughout the Weimar period?
6 Explain what this exercise shows about why the Nazis became the largest party.

Why d;dthe Nazusbecome th.e largest party in Weimar Germany!?

| After the failure of the Munich Putsch of 1923, Hitler reorganised the Nazi
Party on the Fithrerprinzip. . o

2 The Nazis were well organised in the regions, and established associations
covering most groups in German society. o

3 The Nazis used skilful propaganda techniques, and exploited Hitler's ability as
a speaker. N

4 In 1928, the Nazis were still on the fringe of politics.

5 In 1930, as a result of the impact of the slump, the Nazis became the second-
largest party. ‘

6 Success built up a momentum, and in July 1932 the Nazis won 37 per cent of
the vote. ‘

7 However, in August 1932 Hitler failed to be made Chanceilor, and in
November 1932 the Nazis share of the vote dropped to 33 per cent.

8 The Nazis gained particular support from the petty bourgeoisie, bll.lt were a
true people’s party, gaining support from all groups. For some the{r appeal
was emotional; others were attracted for reasons of material self-interest.

9 The Nazis made least impact amongst groups that had a strong sense of
community, such as Catholics and Socialists. _

10 The Nazis offered a solution to Germany's problems, were well organised,
and rallied around an inspiring leader. -

Before you begin this chapter in detalil,
thinl yourself into the political situation
in 1930. Consider each of the four
outcomes at the bottom of Chart 8A,
List the reasons for and against each
outcome taking place.

appointed Chancellor in Jan:

why was Hitler

CHAPTER OVERVIEW  We now come to the last part”of our studyr ofrthe key years 1929—33 thaﬁ led to

Hider’s appointment as Chancellor. We have seen how, mainly owing to the
influence of the Depression, the Nazis had become the largest party in the
Reichstag. However, 37 per cent of the vote was not sufficient in itself for Hitler
to become Chancellor. He either had to obtain a majority in the Reichstag, or,
more likely, he had to persuade President Hindenburg to appoint him.

In this chapter, we focus on what was happening in the Reichstag and within
governing circles. We look at the problems facing the parliamentary system, and
how the elite increasingly looked to establish a more authoritarian regime. This
will enable you to decide whether effective parliamentary government was over
before Hitler was appointed. Was Hitler indeed more the beneficiary than the
cause of the Weimar Regime’s failure?

it is important to avoid the assumption that Hitler’s appointment as Chancellor
was inevitable. In these years there were various ways in which German politics
and government could have developed, as you can see in Chart 8A.,

A Why did parliamentary government decline after 1930? {pp. 132~5)

Brining: potential saviour or destroyer of Weimar democracy? {pp. 136-7)

'€ Was Hitler’s rise to power inevitable? (pp. 138—41)

- Why was Hitler appointed Chancellor in January 19337 (pp. 142-44)

‘E. Review: Why did parliamentary gavernment decline in Germany 1930-3 and

why was Hitler appointed Chancellor in January 1933? (pp. 145-50)

@ 8A The Weimar regime in crisis

a)} Germany’s authoritarian tradition c) The Versailies Treaty

@ Territorial losses
@ Reparations

@ Disarmament

® Allied occupation

d) Opposition from left and right
@© Revolts [919~23
© Armed opposition died away
19248, but potential still there
@ Elites increasingly hostile

b) Nature of the Weimar regime
@ Limited nature of 1918 Revolution
@ Proportional representation
© Article 48

Problems in 192923

1929 Great Depression
(and agrarian crisis)

Growth of KPD
Up to 17% 1932

i e

WEIMAR REGIME

IN CRISIS 1929-3 Up to 37% 1932

Growth of Nazis E

Reichstag )
1932: no rajority support for |;
parliamentary government

Opposition from the elites
Growing support for a more
authoritarian system

DVYR DDP lose support

Weak democratic centre é

Communist state Continuation of

parliamentary democracy

J

e.g.a restored menarchy

More authoritarian systemE | Nazi dictatorship




