Why was Hitler’s foreign
policy so successful
1933-9?

CHAPTER dVERVIEW Hitler was remarkably successful in foreign policy in the 1930s. In this chapter you

What were Hitler's aims?

What methods did Hitler use to
achieve his aims?

How did other powers react to his
measures?

How successful was Hitler in
achieving his aims?

Why was he successful?

are going to examine the reasons for his success under the following headings:
A’ What were Hitler’s aims and plans in foreign policy? (pp. 376-9)

‘B How did the situation in Europe in the 1930s help Hitler? (pp. 380—1)

'C| Key events and personnel in Hitler’s foreign policy 1933-9 (pp. 382-3)
'D. Why was Hitler able to smash the Versailles settlement? (pp. 384-95)

{E. How did the major powers react to Hitler's foreign policy 1933-92
{pp. 396-9)

F Was Hitler a master planner or an opportunist? (pp. 400—1)

‘G Review: Why was Hitler’s foreign policy so successful 1933-9? (pp. 402-5)

What were Hitler’s aims and plans
in foreign policy?

Sources 20.2-5 are a narrow but important selection of sources that record
Hitler’s views on foreign policy matters. Some hislorians consider Mein Kampf
and Hiller's Zweite Buch (see opposite) 1o be the mere musings of a fringe
politician, but most argue that they express broad aims that Hitler still held when

he became Fiihrer, His 1936 Memorandum on the Four-Year Plan and his speech
lo the generals al the ‘Hosshach’ Conference in 1957 also shed light on his policy.

SOURCE 20.1
A display poster
for Mein Kampf.
This book was
written by Hitler
when he was in
prison in 1924; it
was published in
1925-6 and widely
available from
1933. References
to foreign policy
are scattered
throughout Mein
Kampf, and Hitler
stresses Russia as
Germany’s main
enemy and
Lebensraum as the

main purpose : Jehlasbamals unendhich vielurdzmar grindlicy;
raenigen Jahyen [stwichir damit bie Brundlagen
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SOURCE 20.2 Extract from Mein Kampf

The acquisition of new soil for the settlement of the excess population possesses an
infinite number of advantages, particularly if we turn from the present to the
Juture. For one thing, the Possibility of preserving a healthy peasant class as o
Joundation for a whole nation can never be valued highly enough. Many of our
present-day suyfferings are only the consequence of the unhealthy relationship
between rural and city population. A solid stock of small and middle peasants
has at all times been the bes; defence against social ills such as we possess

today . . .

I land was desired in BEurope, it could be obtained by and large only at the
expense of Russia, and this meant that the new Reich must again set itself on the
march along the road of the Truronic K nights of old [a medieval religious order
of knighthood], to obtain by the German sword sod learth] for the German
plough and daily bread Jor the nation. For such q policy there was but one ally in
Europe: England . . . Wit England alone was it possible, our rear protected, to
begin the new Germanic march ... But we National Socialists must go further.
The right to possess soil can become a duty if without exlension of its soil a great
nation seems doomed to destruction. And most especially when not some little
nigger nation or other is involved, but the Germanic mother of life, which has
given the present day world its cultural picture. Germany will either be a world
power or there will be no Germany ... And so we National Socialists consciously
draw a line beneath the Joreign policy lendency of our pre-war period. We take up
where we broke off siz hundred years ago. We stop the endless German movement
Lo the south and west and turn our gaze lowards the land in the east. A long last
we break off the colonial and commercial policy of the pre-war period and shift
lo the soil policy of the future. :

{f we speak of soil in Burope today, we can primarily have in mind on ly Russia
and her r4ssL border states, Here fate ilself seems desirous of giving us a sign . .
This colossal empire in the east is ripe for dissolution, and the end of Russia as
State.

Hitler’s Second Bool;

Hitler dictated a second book as a sequel to Mein K. ampfin May-July 1928, It
was then kept al the headquarters of the Nazi Party with orders that it was not
to be published until after Hitler’s death. The Americans discovered it in 1945,
and it was authenticated and published in 1958 in German as Hitlers Ziweite
Buch (Hitler’s Second Book) and translated and published in English as Hitler’s
Secret Book. It contains a far maore considered view of foreign policy than the
sporadic references in Mein Kampf. In it, Hitler stressed the need for
Lebensraum in the east and his explanation of why he thought Britain would not
oppose Germany in Europe, since Germany was no threat to the British Empire.
He also talked more of the final struggle hetween German-dominated Europe
and the United States of America,

SOURCE 20.3 An extract from Hitler’s Secret Book

For this earth is not allotted to anyone ... It is awarded by providence to people
who in their hearts have the courage to conquer i, the strength to preserve it, and
the industry to put it to the plough . .. Every healthy, vigorous people sees nothing
sinful in territorial acquisition, but something quite in keeping with nature. The
primary right of this world is the right 1o ljfe, so far as one possesses the Strength
Jor this. Hence on the basis of this right a vigorous nation will always find ways
of adapting its territory o its Population size . . .

For this, however, a nation needs weapons. The acquisition of soil is always
linked with the employment of force,

A
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Four-Year Plan, 1956

This memorandun, rare hecause it
was wrilten by Hitler himself, was
produced during the economic
iroubles of 1936 in order to juslify
continued massive rearmament, so
as to be ready for war in four years.

SOURCE 20.4 The Four-Year Plan, 1936

Since the outbreak of the French Revolution the world has been moving with ever
increasing speed towards a new conflict, the most extreme solution of which is
Bolshevism; and the essence and goal of Bolshevism is the elimination of those
strata of mankind which have hitherto provided the leadership and their
replacement by worldwide Jewry.

No nation will be able to avoid or abstain from this historieal conflict. Since
Marzism, through its viclory in Russia, has established one of the greal empires
as a forward base for its fulure operations, this question has becomeé a menacing
one ... The military resources of this aggressive will are .. . increasing from year
to year ... Germany will as always have to be regarded as the focus of the
Western world against the attacks of Bolshevism ... we cannot ... escape the
destiny . .. Apart from Germany and flaly, only Japan can be considered as a
Power standing firm in the face of the world peril . ..

This crisis cannol and will not jail 1o occur, and . .. Germany has the duly of
securing her existence by every means in the face of this calasirophe ... For a
victory of Bolshevism over Germany would lead not lo a Versailles Trealy but lo
the final destruction, indeed to the annihilation, of the German people ... In the
Jace of the necessity of warding off this danger, all the other considerations must
recede into the background as complelely irrelevant.

SOQURCE 20.5 Extract from the Hossbach Memorandum

The aim of German policy was to make secure and Lo preserve the racial
community and lo enlarge it. It was therefore a question of space ... before
tiurning to the question of solving the need for space, it had Lo be considered
whether a solution holding promise for the futire was to be reached by means of
autarky or by means of an increased participation in the world economy ...

The question for Germany ran: where could she achieve the greatest gain al the :
lowest cost? German policy had to reckon with two hate-inspired antegonisis,
Britain and France, to whem a German colossus in the centre of Europe was o
thorn in the flesh, and both countries were opposed lo any further sirengthening
of Germany’s position either in Europe or overseas ... Germany’s problem could
only be solved by means of force, and this was never without attendant risk . ..
there remain still to be answered the questions ‘when’ and “how’? In this matler
there were thiree cases to be deall with. . .

Case I: period 1943-45. After this date only a change for the worse, from our
point of view couldd be expected . .. Our relative strength would decrease in '
relation o the rearmement which would by then have been carrvied out by the res
of the world . .. Nobody knew today whal the situation would be in the years
1943-45. One thing only was cerlain, that we could wait no longer ... If the
Fiihrer was still living, it was his unalterable resolve to solve Germany’s problem:
of space al the latest by 194345, The necessily for action before 1943-43 would
arise in cases ITand 111,

Case IT: if internal strife in France should develop into such a domestic crisis as
to absord the French army completely and render it incapable of use for war
against Germany, then the time for action against the Czechs had come.

Case III: if Franee is so embroiled by « war wilh another state thal she camzb
‘proceed’ against Germany. '

For the improvement of our political and military position our first objectiv
in the event of being embroiled in war, must be lo overthrow Czechoslovakin )
Austria simulianeously in order lo remove the threat from our flank in any
possible operation against the West . ..
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WHY WAS HITLER’S FOREIGN POLICY SO SUCCESSFUL [933-97

Divide into groups. Each group should
research one of the periods/events
below and report back.

a) 1933-5

b) The Rhineland, 1936

€) Austria, 938

d) Czechoslovakia, 1938-9

e) The Nazi~Soviet Pact, 1939

f) Germany's relations with its allies

Offstage

Oct 1935  Mussolini’s attack on Abyssinia
helps Hitler, since it diverts
attention away from Germany; it
moves Mussalini closer to
Germany, and shows the
feebleness of the League of
Nations. It encourages Hitler to
become more assertive

KKey events and personnel in Hitler’s
foreign policy 1933-9
B 20B Key steps in Hitler's foreign policy in 1933-9

Oct 1933 Withdraws Germany from the Disarmament Conference and the League of
Nations: Hitler resents the discrimination against Germany over armaments
and dislikes the MULTILATERAL nature of the League of Natlons, created at
Versailles; but also makes conciliatory noises
Makes Non-Aggression Pact with Poland. A surprise move, given Germany's
hostility to, and territorial claims on, Poland, but Hitler does not feel able yet
to challenge Poland, and the agreement weakens the French security system
Awustrian Nazis assassinate Chancellor Dolfuss in an attempt to unite Austria
with Germany (Anschluss). Mussolini sends troops to the Brenner frontier and
the atcempt fails. Hitler has great influence over Austrian Nazis but disclaims
any responsibility
As laid down at Versailles, plebiscite held in Saarfand. Vote is overwhelmingly
(90 per cent) in favour of rejoining Germany, Triumph for Hider
One weekend Hitler announces Germany has a military air force; the next
weekend he announces Germany will intreduce conscription to build up an
army of 750,000, Britain, France and ltaly do nothing except denounce
Germany and threaten action over further changes to the status quo
Germany makes Naval Agreement with Britain limiting its navy to 35 per cent
of that of Britain. This bilateral agreement to modify the Versailles terms
brealcs the Stresa Front against Germany. Hitler hopes it will lead to a broader
agreement with Britain
Mar 1936 A force of 20,000 German troops marches into the demilitarised Rhineland.
Hitler has rejected the advice of his generals and gambles on no French milicary
reaction, Prepared to withdraw if opposed, but troops enter without challenge,
Key turning point, since it emboldens Hitler
July 1936 Hitler sends aid to General Franco's uprising in Spain
Nov 1936 Axis and Anti-Comintern Pact, Hitler makes alliances with Italy and Japan
Hitler increases his military assistance to Franco in Spanish Civil War by
sending the Condor Legion (including 5,000 men, |17 planes, 48 tanks).
Germany gains military experience, economic concessions and closer links with
Mussolini, who has also sent military aid
MNov 1937 ‘Hossbach Meeting’; Hitler tells his generals of the need to increase
rearmament to prepare for major war in mid 1940s
Hitler encourages Nazis' pressure in Austria. Chancellor Schuschnigg goes to
Berlin to try to sort out the crisis, but is bullied into accepting new Nazi
ministers, Schuschnigg calls a plebiscite on Anschluss. Hitler pressurises the
government to postpone this, and to call for German intervention. German
army invades and is well received. Hitler annexes Austria
May 1938 Hitler encourages Sudeten Germans in Czechoslovakia to cause unrest. Czech
government prepares for war
Sept [938 Chamberlain meets Hitler and arranges for transfer of Sudetenland to
Germany. At second meeting, Hidler insists on immediate transfer, and
prepares for war, Then he agrees to attend a conference at Munich where
Sudetenland given to Germany by |0 October. Great triumph for Germany,
though Hitler is disappointed, as he had hoped to attack and fully dismember
Czechoslovakia
Hitler bullies Czechs into agreeing to German take-over of Bohemia—Moravia
and German PROTECTORATE over Slovakia
May 1939 Pact of Steel with ltaly. Military support to be provided if either power at war
Aug 1939 In response to Anglo-French guarantee of Poland and their attempt to makea
agreement with the USSR, Ribbentrop signs the Nazi~Soviet Pact with USSR:
ten years of non-aggression, and secret carve-up of Poland and Baltic states ,
Sept 1939 Tension over Danzig escalates. Germany invades Poland on | September.
Britain and France declare war. The USSR invades Poland from the east and
Poland s crushed

Jan 1934

Jul 1934

Jan 1935

Mar 1935

Jun 1935

Mar 1938

Mar 1939

Count Konstantin von Neurath |873-1956: Foreign Minister 1932~
A conservative aristocrat and career diplomat, Neurath became Foreign Minister under Pap
in June 1932 President Hindenburg insisted he remain in Hitler’s government. On 31 January,
£933 he joined the Nazi Party and the SS. As Foreign Minister, Neurath had to contend for:
influence with the committed Nazis Rosenberg and Ribbentrop. After the ‘Hossbach’
conference, he criticised Hitler's expansionist plans and was dismissed in February 1938.

He was given a series of token posts, including Minister without Portfelio. In March [93
he became Reich Protector of Bohemia—Moravia. He was convicted at the Nuremberg -
trials, and sentenced to fifteen years' imprisonment.




Why was Hitler able to smash the
Versailles settlement?

We now focus on the four most important events in Hitler’s foreign policy
19339,

Remilitarisation of the Rhineland, March 1936
] i ' From 1935 to 1955 Hiller's approach was caulious, as Germany was in a weak
I Explain how Hitler was able to posilion compared to ils potential opponents. By 1935 Hiller felt secure enough
remilitarise the Rhineland without . . N : . .
. - - to anneunce in public Germany’s rearmament. He also sensed in pavts of
Allied military intervention, Furone ¢ 1 of reluctance 1o ris} cin dels [ b1y uniust and
2 Exphain the significance of this move. urope a mood of reluctance to risk war in delence ol a possibly unjust anc
outdaled seltlement. In 1936 Hitler raised the slakes higher by entering the

SOURCE 20.9 Hitler's interpreter, Paul  Rhineland.
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Schmide, writing in 1943 Why did the West not intervene?

More than onee, even during the war, I In Britain, public opinion was hostile to military action. In January 1935 the
heard Hitler say: ‘The 48 hours afler British government decided thal the Rhineland was not vital. It favoured

the march into the Rhineland were the  negotiations, since [Hitler offered a hulwark against Bolshevism. France was
most nerve-wracking in my life.” He militarily too weak for olfensive action. The French government had cut

always added, {f the French had then  military expenditure by 17 per cent between 1930 and 1934 and had
marched inio the Rhineland we would  concenlrated resources on building the defensive Maginol Line instead of

have had to withdraw with our tails modernising equipment. A general election was six weeks away and military
between our legs, for the military action would be unpopular. In addition, Britain and France were quarrelling
resources at our disposal would have over their response to Mussolini’s invasion of Abyssinia. On 3 March the French
been complelely inadequeate for even governmenl asked Brilain for assurances of support over the Rhineland. Britain
moderate resistance.’ refused to give them.

WHY WAS HITLER’S FOREIGN POLICY SO SUCCESSFUL [933-9?

B 20D The Rhineland 1936

The Rhineland was German territory run by the German government, but Germany did not exercise
full SOVEREIGNTY, since under the terms of the Treaty of Versailles it was unable to fortify it

Hitler’s aims

HOLLAND M o Key + To regain full control of the Rhineland
i Wf _ @z German troop movements « To secure Germany's border against
g o R Libpe I 7th March, 3 battalions cross the River France, thus allowing greater assertion
Ddrtmupd Rhine in the east
“mfw\'/{/\\ G Garrisons set up
SR, Ry

L 4 squadrons of Luftwaffe sent to bases .
GERMANY 4 . Timing
™ German frontier * Hitler originafly planned to REMILITARISE

Occupied or demilitarised zone the area in 1937, but in 1936 the
international situation seemed favourable

+ Domestically, Hitler needed to distract
attention from economic problems
caused by his increased rearmament

Permanently demilitarised to 50 km programme

east of the Rhine E + He overrode the worries of generals and

diplomats who considered it too risky

L Diisseldorf

Events

+ Hitler sent 14,000 lightly armed troops
plus 22,000 local police into the
Rhinefand ,

* Most stayed on the east bank; only
3,000 went as far as the border near
Aachen, Trier and Saarbriicken

Germany vulnerable to French | + German troops had orders to

Invasion, as 1921 and 1923 g withdraw if they met opposition. The

French took no military action

|5 million Germans in area

Saar returned from control of
League of MNations 1935

Hitler's justification

The Rhineland was his own territory; he
cited the 1935 French-Soviet alliance
which he claimed broke the terms of
Locarno; he offered non-aggression pacts

Germany could not be aggressive in
the east whilst its western border
was unprotected

SWITZERLAND
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Anschluss: the union of Austria with Germany

i ) After his success in the Rhineland Hitler next turned his eyes to Austria. With his
Explain how and why Hitler was able to | 0 onis far from united, Hitler saw opportunilies to increase German

achieve Anschiuss in March 1938, influence in Austria, Versailles had banned Anschluss, although at the time the
majority of Austrians probably favoured iL. When the Nazis came to power,
Anschiuss seemed more possible but less altraclive Lo many Austrians. An
Austrian Nazi coup was suppressed in 1934 and Kurt von Schuschnigg
established a right-wing government. In Juily 1936 an Ausiro-German Agreement
saw Germany promising to respect Austrian independence, while Austria agreed
to have a policy *hased always on the principle that Austria acknowledges herself
to be a German state’, and the National Opposition (Austrian pro-Nazis) would
be given a role in government. By 1958 problems in the Austrian economy, still
badly hit by the Depression, encouraged support for joining the more prosperous
Germany. In 1957 Germany had sounded out opinion in Italy, Britain and France
over closer German-Austrian links and had received indications that these
couitlries would not resist German control of Austria.

58

o

B 20E Austria and its neighbours

Key L
§pm==— German troop movaments German troop movements | CZECHOSLOVAKIA
B Berchtesgaden
H  The Berghof (Hitter's villa)
emem* Brenner frontier

7

South Tyrol 0 100 km
A

WHY WAS HITLER’S FOREIGN POLICY SO SUCCESSFUL [933-97

GERMANY

AUSTRIA
{renamed Ostmark
after Anschluss)

@ [nnsbruck

Graz HUNGARY

Brenner frontier

SWITZERLAND

YUGOSLAVIA

German-speaking minority

Austria

Population: 6. 7m

Area: 83,870 km?

Assets: Hydro-electric power, iron ore, forestry, cattle

italy

In 1934 ltaly had mobilised along the Breaner frontier to resist 2 possible German
take-over of Austria, By November 1937 Mussolini, moving increasingly into
Hitler's orbit, said he would not move against Germany over Austria

France

On 10 March 1938 Camille Chautemps' government fell, so there was no effective Key characters

government during the crisis Kurt von Schuschnigg ~ right-wing Austrian Chancellor
Artur Seyss-Inquart — adviser to Schuschnigg but pro-Nazi; passed mformanon'
Hitler: became Austrian Chancellor and invited Nazis in

Britain Wilhelm Miklas — Austrian President

The Foreign Minister Anthony Eden supported a strong line, but others thought Franz von Papen - German Ambassador in Vienna

the issue less important. The goverament gave no serious warning thraughout the Hermann Goering - eager to gain Austria’s economic resources; conveyed H

tension of winter-spring 1937-8 demands to Austria via the telephone
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590 Czechoslovakia: September 1938-March 1939

Explain how Hitler gained control of Czechoslovakia without war.

Iitler's altention turned to Czechoslovakia alter his Anschiuss riumph. This
democralic slate created by Versailles was to be dismembered by whalever
means necessary, Czechoslovakia was a member of the League of Nations and
had been allied to France since 1924 and to the Soviet Union since 1935.
However, these lwo countries had no borders with Czechoslovakia, and Poland
and Romania would nol allow Soviet troops through their territory Lo assist
Czechoslovakia. Czechoslovakia’s other wealness lay in the large minorilies
wilhin its population. There were 2 million Slovaks, Poles and Hungarians who
wanted autonomy and 3 million Germans in the area known as the Sudetenland.

B 20G The destruction of Czechoslovakia

z

Key
N German frontier
March, 1939

] Annexed by Germany
Annexed by Hungary

-y Chamberlain's
flights, 1938

@ Lignite © Coal

Annexed by Poland

WHY WAS HITLER’S FOREIGN POLICY SO SUCCESSFUL 1933-9?

200

GERMANY

order to undermine the Czech state, then conquer it
+ Threaten war to persuade the weak West to let him dismember
Crechoslovakia

Konrad Hentein, leader of the Suderen German Party
Bela Tuka, leader of the Slovaks

POLAND
= 2 Frontier
- ificati 1N
. =i gadd berg 22 Sept fgs:tii?atll?:: o P GAINS SUO&“?
o + (sodesberg ®Pt  Czech defence
~u Taken by Poland
~ 3 1938
- ! Skoda LC :
arms works Prague ZECH
S . MORAVIA
S. 14 SLOVAKIA
~ . RS - Munich .
S TA25-30 5e|:n:‘,'I
S~ Berchtesgaden
Lua KEr- 9 Hungary takes
NCERWCEPEL (The Berghof) Germany gives Ruthenia, March 1939
. |5 Sept . :
this territory to
Hungary, Oct 1938 HUNGARY
Hitler's strategy ] Key characters
+ Use the argument of the Sudeten Germans' right to SELF-DETERMINATION in Eduard Benes, Czech Prime Minister
Emil Hacha, Czech President

European context

= France: generally followed lead taken by Britain

+ Britain: Prime Minister Chamberlain determined to avoid war and viewed
Crechostovakia as unimportant; he considered the transferring of the
Sudetenland to Germany reasonable, and that it was Hitler's last territorial

demand




it
z.

6—EE61 TNASSIDINS OS5 ADICd NOIFHOL SHFILIH SYM AHM

SSAOW UBLLIBE) JIYLINY 15152 0] §IA[OS
UIEILIG "PAUMEIA 5| UONEISPOW SIB|UH Ul 191[9G SISIAA FYL «
AJ0111181 UBLLISD-UOU pRJanbuod dwy) 141} D43 0} SBUY D[N .
SIOM SIUDIBLLIE
epoys Aflemadss 'suted onuouors Jolew sevew AUBWIDD .

539943

RlUaLYInY
J9A0 e sueleBUN UL "BIEAC|S JO SIB1S B1{[|21ES AU YS||qrISD
02 U5 BJE 5d00.I UBLLIDD) {UO30230.4d UBULISE) JO§ SHSE BH{BAO|S
6E61 YaielW 9|

Y219y Byl olul pajelodionul

SI BIABJO|J—BILUBLOY ‘andeld olul (2w sdoo.l UBWIRG)

6E61 Y242 51

juspuadspul AJfeUILUOU UIBWIBJ 0] BD[BAC|S 3|IUM ‘31810153104d
UBLLIE) B BLUODSG OF BIABIO[J-EILBLOY "Ul S3AIE BYIEH W §

1Y "SINOY M3J B UILIEM EB[BAOISOL 92T JIUa [IIM sdoodl uzulian
asimMIayIo BpjeAcisOUYIazD) Hjds o3 99JdE BYDBR SpuBLIBp JoaIH
"Wy & Bupyorem saysiuy sy as|iym wee g1 (113 Bupiem wyy sdaay
JBPIH JepIH 39S 01 ull4ag ©1 $302 ‘Uone.adsap U] ‘'BYIT|] WIPISDL]
6E61 Y4B $|

sa)|dwiod Juawuseac sjeacls sy ‘Aep 1xaN “AueSuny Aq Jaao
USye3 94 |t 3l 30 sauspuadapu| 51] 24820 ER|EACIS SPUBWIBP JB[I1H

6E61 Y2B £

sizepy a2 Aq dn pau.iis 3sa4un Ysnas o1 epjeacs ol sdoon

SPUDS PUB ‘JUBLIUIBACE YeAD|S DY SISSILUSIP S| “ED[EAC|SOYDRZD)
o dn-yesuq ay3 dols 01 A3 03 MV WILYYI SIIEI3pP BUIEH
IUBPISG "ER[BAO|SOYIBZD) WO UopRIEdas 915jdwod s enjeAo)g
PUBLUBP ©3 WY 5|91 PUR JBPTI| YEAO|S BU3 ‘BN BjSg S199W I3
6£61 Aenagag

Awecuoine puzwep

03 SHEAC|S PUB ‘BI{EAOISOYISZT) Jo sa2a1d puewap o1 suepiedun
PUR SUBJUBLLIOY 's9]0d S38EIN0DUS DI "BIRAO|SOY3DZ™
Bupjoene Joj sued isa.j dn smeap Aule uBWIBEy Ay

8£61 4990320 |

6E61 YIYAOTISOHDIAZOD
40 NOLLONY.LS3A TUYNId SHL 'OML JAOKW

ABAA PIEOAA PUODBS 3L
o1 Aj1e2.3 s9InqLIILOD ‘Uoisuedxa UeweD) taying BuiBeanodua

4q 2usweseadde jo o|dwexo 3i558[3 SIYI PUB USNO.Q SI

waisAs souel|e yousdy oy Auetuiesy Y jeap atesedas e Sujop

JO B3PI 19IA0S 3T SIS 3 05 “I3j1IH 61 dn puels 10U [IMm
IS2AA DU JBYY 20UDPIAR SB JusLuaseadde saas ygem oyl A esauany

91929y saeadde ISOAA SUI SB 2DUDBPLUGD S JBIH 5IS00Q Y “paulnt

aJe oeqaas oewo|dip & sey 3y J JopH aoejdaa 03 sjesaual
awos Jo suejd ayl pue saseadsul Axendod DRSSWOP S BN .
S824n0584 AJEH[IW PUE JJWOUCDS Jofew suled Aueuriay .

Apdeaniu Aueuiany

uo axel 01 ajqe taBUo} ou 5| eleao|soyIaz) "paldnisip st

W21SAS SUCKHEDIUNWILIOD §3] MapJoq paynto) ABuoJls s3 pue s23)s
[eLIsNpL 3sayola s Suipnpul ‘we bs gpo* | 950 EDBACISOYDRZY) .

530943

paJous) si JuawasJige saas|qald

3y "ILISIP UBYISI| DRI 53|04 J3GOIIQ (| UQO "Bfixa o

sa0g pue suBisa. seuag ‘puruIBpNg a4y3 Adnaoo sdooJs uBuLID
E{EAQJSOUIIZT} JO

§397UBJENT [BUORELLIZIUI PUE ‘SEALIE Paxiw Ul 531I3s1qa|d Aq pamoyjo)
13GOID(0) ] PUT | USIMIR] PURUIIBPNG Y1 JO UoREdNIZO UBLLIDG
ay3 01 99J3y ("POIIAU| 10U BB YSSM ALYI PUB BR{BAC|SOLIRZD}

‘Apea AVBLUIR D) “33URL] ‘UIRIIG YDIUNL] B B3UBUBIUOT) JBMO JNoY
8£61 4oquiaydag 0g—67

asuaJzuod pesodold auz pusnie o3 2a.48e o3 JBIH

apens.tad djay ||e SMBIA 5,JUlJOSSN],] pUE Jem 1o} wseisnyiua dignd
UBULIBDY JO 38| 33 ‘Buli900) PUE S[EJDUIS UBLLISE) BUT JO SMBIA 3y
“Y3Junpy 3E 3ouadajuod sBuelle o Iujossny sapensdad utelequEyD
adoung u

Jem Jo desj aolel ‘Uumop >(eaaqg sAle] Jeqold() | Aq puE|uaIapNg Ay
SIUBM B SSPUBLLBP SIY S3SIEd MOU I3l ‘B4aqsapon) peg 3e JopiH
5199 UIBIGLUBYD) “I9AC S SISIID BU) JBY1 JUBPIUOCT "SPUELUBP
549114 1daooe 03 ssuag Buisiinssald u spaaans uepagUIEBYD

8£61 Joquuaydag 77

PoIB|OS| 3q ||IM ARL1 OF 'S5Nj8d

[{Mm sdaz0y o sadoy Japl 9aJe 01 5Y29ZD) Y3 aslInssaad youaayg
PUE YsSLIg BU | "UBLLIDE) JUa3 1ad ()G J9AC SESUR [[E 3pad p[noys
BRIBAO|SOYDRZT) 1BY3 seaJE oy 'uapedsalydlag Jeau ‘Buagziestagqn
3L Uo asnoy siy Joyiag eyl Je JoIH 995 O] S3l|) uIR|Jaquey)
8£61 1aquuaydag g|

Supesw e jo Bap] 3yl 01 seaLde SB(3IH USLWSIIAS

2 saepodau 03 A 03 uigequieyD) $984n JuswLIaAos yousad 3y -
4N320 30U S0P 3 INq ‘BUISLI UBWLIDT) USIDPNS B 40)

sadoy o ‘Blaquia.n 38 4>eads © U] BRAOISOYDRZD) HIIENE JBJIIH |
8€61 Joquusadeg 7|

EBjEAO|SOLDRLY |

asulede uBledwes epueBedo.d uBwIaD) ‘JaWILINS INOYBNQIYY |
12qo12Q) | Aq epjeao|soynazsy yseus o3 suepd sI8po taflH

8£61 Aol 0F

133 JBAO BI{BAOISOLIRZY) 10} A40ID)A BB |

S500] YITIIE UBLLISE) B JO 528| Y] "apeAll o3 Bujuued s| ay sajuap |

B[ "UOISEAUI UBLLIDE) PRI} 1SUIESE SI|IqOW SUIBZD) "B4Eds Jepp |

8261 Aol Z7-01

1dR20E 10UUED JUBWIUIBACE Y29Z7) Y3 1BY) SPUBLIBP

AL OF UJB|UB| 523 JOJUH Y2IBL 87 UQ "SYaRzD) Ag Arlouu
UBLLLIZE) SU3 JO JUBLIIER.ISIU 18 SUj2|dwoDd uR|ual ‘geg | W AMel
8g6l

861 :ANO JAOK

SOAOW OM) U] BDJBAO|SOUDDZD) JO UOIIDNAISAP @Yl HOZ B




400

WHY WAS HITLER’S FOREIGN POLICY SO SUCCESSFUL 1933-97

Draw up two lists of points suggesting
that Hitler was

a) a master planner

b) an opportunist.

@ Learning trouble spot

Hitler and Britain
Popular perceptions of the Second
World War can be misleading.
There is a patriotic assumption that
Britain was the most heroic resister
of Germany and did more than other
countries, including the USSR, to
defeat Hitler, The idea that Hitler
wanted an alliance with Britain jars
against this popular view, but
nevertheless he did. Hitler, wrongly,
believed that Britain would accept
German domination of Europe in
relurn for the maintenance ol its
empire. Hiller was quite prepared, at
least undil the mid 1940s, for Britain
to retain its empire (he actually
admired the British Empire and his
favourite film was the imperialist
tale The Lives of the Bengal Lancers).
He anticipated that once Germany
had achieved Lebensrawn in Europe
there would be a siruggle against the
United States for world supremacy,
in which Britain might be an ally,
though more likely an opponent.
The hostility felt amongst the
British elite for the Soviet Unien and
the traditional Anglo-French rivalry
reinforced Hitler in his belief in the
possibilily of an Anglo-German
alliance. However, Hitler did nol grasp
Brilain’s determination to prevent any
one power dominating Europe, which
meant Britain would never accept the
realisation of Hiller’s full programme.
On the other hand, the following
factors suggest that Hitler’s view of the
possibilily of co-operation with Brilain
was not totally unrealistic:

+ Popular hostility in Britain to war
and criticism of the Treaty of
Versailles as untenable

+ Britain’s quarrel with France over
Italy’s aclions in Abyssinia

+ Britain’s distrust ol the Soviet

Union as a possible ally against

Nazi Germany

Britain’s acceptance of the

hilateral Naval Agreement of 1935

with Germany.

Was Hitler a master planner or an
opportunist?

Since the 1860s a lierce hislorical debale has been waged over the nalure of
Hitler’s foreign policy. Some historians, most notably Hugh Trevor-Roper, argue
thal Hitler had a clear vision that involved a master plan for war, and that he
comtrolled the events thal culminated in his desired war in 1939, Thus the ideas
expressed in Mein Kampfand the Zweite Bueh (Hitler's Secret Boolk) are the key
to understanding German loreign policy afler 1835. Others, such as

A, J. P, Taylor, argue that he had no clear aims and was essenlially a pragmatisl
{opportunist). His views in Mein Kamp/and elsewhere were largely daydreams.
LEvenls look the course they did because ol circumslances, not according lo the
clear intentions of Hitler, These lwo contrasting viewpoinis have been seen as
the intentionalist and structuralist schools (sce pages 206-7). A similar debate,
as we have seen, exists over the Holocaust.

Most historians now follow Bullocl’s compromise position: that Hitler did
have a clear overall view, bul within this he was prepared to be {lexible. A fuller
understanding of German loreign policy also requires a consideralion of the
influence of earlier German foreign policy traditions and a range of domeslic
factors, especially economic pressures.

Did Hitler plan for world war in 1939?
Right from the beginning HHitler prepared Germany for war, as he censidered
this inevitable. e believed that nations, like animals, compeled [or survival
and that Germany was in a lile-and-death struggle with Jewish Bolshevism. He
originally intended this major conflict, which would decide the future of
Europe, lo begin in 1943-5, This dale appeared [requently in his writings and
speeches, Although the Four-Year Plan of 1936 was intended to get Germany
ready for war in four years’ lime, policy was not diclated by this date. He was
prepared for a minor war hefore 1940, and did not envisage the final war for
world control against the United States would come before 1943. By this time
Germany would be strengthened by its Eurepean conquests and its own
rearmament would be at a peak, whereas its opponents, although they would
evenlually be mililarily stronger, would nol yet have compleled their
rearmanent.

Hitler’s views on the timing ol war can be summarised as follows:

« 1933-6: make Germany slrong enough Lo resist possible French/Polish atlack

+  1957-40: be slrong enough, il conditions were right, to conquer '
Czechoslovalia and absorb Austria, to adjust the border with Poland and
intimidate other easlern countries to make concessions. War with France
would be a possibility

« By 1943-5: be strong enough, having exploited castern Europe, to seize
Lebensraum from the USSR

» Laler, with Germany at maximuimn strength, take on the USA {and possibly
Britain) for world domination. :

Of course, this summary is {ar too schematic (simplified): Hiller did not have a
master plan, but he did have a clear view of his overall aims. His policy, botl
diplomatic and economic, was largely based on the above assumptions and il
modified in the light of circumstances, Thus, whereas in Mein Kampf 1liter
spoke ol being allied with Britain to light the USSR, in September 1939 he wa
allied with the USSR and fighting Britain! He was not planning a general wari
1939, but having decided war with Poland was nceessary rather than the

alternatives of war against the USSR or France, he embarked on what he

considered would be a limited war against an isolated Poland. When Britain
and France unexpectedly declared war, he switched to knocking out the Wes
before attacking the USSR.




Review: Why was
Hitler’s foreign policy
so successful 1933-9?

Before answering this question, you need 1o assess
how successiul Hitler's foreign policy actually was,
You can then explain the success he had in the light
of hiis aims and strategy, Germany’s strength, the
actions of other counlries and the overall
international conlext

40
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How successful was Hitler?
The following activity will help you address this
question.

SOURCE 20.45

A cartoon published in the Westfdlische
Landeszeitung, a German newspaper, in [939.
It shows two maps of Germany: the top one is
Weimar Germany, the bottom Nazi Germany

WHY WAS HITLER’S FOREIGN POLICY SO SUCCESSFUL 1933--9?

Study Source 20.45. List the changes between Germany in 1919 and in January 1939.
Refer to as many of the marked features as possible.

2 Study the following table, which shows the statistics of Hitler's gains. How useful is
this in assessing the success of Hitler's foreign policy?

Territorial gains | Area (sq km) | Population Nationality Assets
Saar 2,000 818,000 98% German Coal
Austria 84,000 6,700,000 German Hydro-electric power, iron ore, forestry, cattle, fruit
Sudetenland 29,000 3,561,000 74% German Coal, copper, lignite, textiles, chemicals, steel works
26% Czech
Bohemia— 49,000 7,485,000 97% Czech Steel works, coal, engineering, weapons factories
Moravia 3% German
Polish corridor 18,000 950,000 60% German Farming, forestry
40% Polish
Danzig 1,920 380,000 94% German Shipbuilding, dockyards
&% Polish
Memet 2,660 153,000 51% German Farming, forestry, fishing, shipbuilding
48% Lithuanian

3 Now copy and complete the following assessment chart on the extent to which Hitler achieved his foreign policy aims in
1933-9. You may consider that Hitler had not achieved some of these aims fully by 1939, but did he plan to by then? This
might affect your final assessment of his success.

Aim Extent fulfilled (0-5) Evidence and assessment

Smash Versailles

Unite all Germans in one Reich

Lebensraum

World conquest

4 List any mistakes Hitler made or setbacks he suffered during 1933-9.
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WHY WAS HITLER’S FOREIGN POLICY SO SUCCESSFUL 1933-9?

B 20L Hitler's foreign policy: a summary

. 1 Sash Versailles g

3 Lebensraum % 4 World conquest?

s

SR S

— Conscription

Build up — Luftwaffe
mifitary might gy Remilicarise Rhineland
== Four-Year Plan

Change F—i Austria

[ L
Versailles f—t Sudetentand Conguest of Czechoslovakia |

| Congquest of Poland 1

borders r—-’l Danzig/Polish Corridor 1
__________ o e e ot o m o o o = = d
___________________________ B T il
1( Czechoslovakia : : Spanish Civil War : Appearance of P Offers over disarmament t
________ T~~~ e m g - ——— moderation, legality }s : Invited in by Seyss-lnquart, Hacha 1
_______________ !

11

‘ I
. - ek Undermine states Awustrian Nazis
Exploit opportunities — .8, “TACTICS - | from within Sudeten Germans :
i Slovaks, Ruthenes in |
Clear sense of purpose I Czechosiovakia |
Belief in war (natural, good) ~ so ] . .
able to succeed through threats Bilateral agreements E I_G_erfa?s_m_Dfnfg“ _:
Exploit Western division/ i
weaknesses |
Make suitable alliances r"'L"’"‘E,'"L““l"""L"‘""l""["‘";
|| Poland 1934 } | Britain 1935 | Axis 1936 ', USSR 1939
s e T i 1 3
— T e I
: F_AVOURABLE_EUROP_EI. § Bricain, France overstretched |
' | Criticism of Versailles 1

" WORLD CONTEXT |

1 Anti-war feeling |

ACTIVITY -

Copy and complete the following assessment chart with examples of the factors contributing to the success of Hitler's foreign
policy. {You could either just put a tick in the relevant box or a cross if the opposite applies, or you could write a brief comment)

Reason for | Rearmament |Rhineland |Anschluss | Sudetenland Czechoslovakia | Nazi-Soviet | Poland
success 1935 1936 1938 1938 1939 Pact 1939 1939

Appearing
reasonable;
right on his
side

Stirring up,
exploiting
internal
Hitler's | Unrest
approach | |mprovising

Good timing

Using
intimidation,
threats

Other
methods

Potential
opponents
divided
Context | Opponents
weak

Other
factors




