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The Sherpa language is only a spoken language; however in recent years there have been attempts to introduce a written form based on Tibetan script. This is not an easy undertaking as the Sherpa language originates from the old Tibetan religious books and goes back to Tibetan dialect spoken in eastern provinces in the 15th century, but it has developed its own way in the last 500 years or so. So, it must be regarded as a language in its own right separate from modern Tibetan. Even within the Sherpa regions there are lots of regional differences as well as a significant influence from other languages such as Newar, Nepali, Tamang and English.
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In many cultures people share the same common names, but Sherpa’s have especially similar names as many are name after the day of the week they are born on:                                                         Sunday – Nima                                                                                                                                            Monday – Dawa                                                                                                                                                  Tuesday – Mingma                                                                                                                                Wednesday – Lhakpa                                                                                                                                       Thursday – Phurba                                                                                                                                          Friday – Pasang                                                                                                                                              Saturday - Pemba
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Khyoro min kang hin? / &1 (49 &8 g9 ? What is your name ?

Khyoro minla kang si ? /A gadar s €
?
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Phoki katiki minti kangsi ? i®l FTATTRT HAAT

Jambulingki ka thenbuti
dakpi lungbala wai.

wgha ?
AFIFATHET F1A Gl
TIF qETAT AT¥ |

What is the name of that
mountain ?

The highest mountain of
the world is in our
country.
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Thangbu ? / qIe ? / JqISIIE ? How are you ? / Are you
Thangburang ? fine ?

Las, thangburang. qAYg, IEIRT | Yes, I'm fine.
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Dakpu sherwa teriki dakpi FT#q WAT qTRT ITFAT  All Sherpas shall not
lungsung jetup megiwi. qeqe Aqy wafwdt | forget our Sherpa culture.

Dapki khangba peza tang gT#dY g1 IAT qF We have to speak Sherpa
kyani sherwi tamnye FTHT qff a2 language at home with
Kigokiwi. CEMBES | the children.




