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CASE STUDY

China

, Population distribution

China has the largest population of any country in
the world. In 2016, China’s population size was
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1.371 billion people, or 18.7% of the Worlg:
s

population. Just over half a century earligy ;
China’s population had been 0.667 billjgy, N 19
or 22% of the world’s population. Thig m:%_MoEn
that China’s population is growing more m_owmw
than the global average. ly

When many people first hear about the sje of
China’s population, they jump to the conclusig,
that China must be a very crowded country,
Although some parts of China do indeed hay, a
high population density, over half the country j
very sparsely populated.
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Figure 1.81 shows the distribution of China’s
population. Overall, China’s average population
density is 146 people per square kilometre, almogt |
triple the world average of 57 people per Square * i
kilometre. However, just as the world average
figure obscures the significant differences between
different parts of the world, China’s average
population density figure obscures variations
between regions across the country.

1.82 Zhangduoxiang, a typical riverside settlement in a
. mountain valley north-east of Lhasa on the Tibetan Plateau.

Chapter 1 Patterns of pop
Like Papua New Guinea, landforms and the
availability of water play significant roles in
influencing the distribution of China’s people.

South-west China is sparsely populated because it
comprises the Tibetan Plateau, a mountainous area
with an average altitude of 4,000 metres and several
peaks exceeding 6,000 and 7,000 metres. The
Chinese refer to this region as ‘the roof of the
world’, and most of the population lives in
mountain valleys with altitudes between 3,000 and
4,000 metres altitude. Most of the people in this
region are ethnic Tibetans, although large numbers
of Han Chinese (the main ethnic group in China)
have migrated and settled in the region since the
Chinese took over the region in 1950.

North-west China is also sparsely populated
because it is an arid wasteland consisting of a large
desert (the Gobi Desert). The desert lowlands are
surrounded by mountains that create an
intermontane basin that cause a rainshadow effect.

Gobi Desert,
insu province and

jon and economic develop

Most of the inhabitants of China’s north-west are
ethnic minority groups such as Uygur oasis
dwellers and Kazakh animal herders.

The green line in figure 1.81 is known as the Hu
Huanyong Line. Developed by the Chinese
population geographer Hu Huanyong in 1935, the
line divides China into two parts on the basis of
population density. The area west of the line
contains 57% of China’s land area (mainly the
Tibetan Plateau and the North-west), but holds 6%
of the population. On the other hand, the area east
of the Hu Huanyong Line contains 43% of China’s
area and 94% of the population.

The area to the east of the Huanyong Line contains
three broad regions. China’s north-east is known
as Manchuria. It contains the heart of China’s
heavy manufacturing industry, focussed on the
cities of Shenyang and Harbin and their rich
mineral resources such as coal and oil. The region
is largely a rolling plain, and it contains 9% of
China’s population - half as many again as the area
west of the Hu Huanyong Line that contains 57% of
China’s land area.

e

1.84 Heavy manufacturing industry in Harbin, Hellongjiang
province in China's north-east (Manchuria).

The central zone of eastern China, which

comprises the Yellow River (Huang He) and
Yangtze River (Chang Jiang) basins and floodplains,
contains about one-third of China’s population.
Most of this region is made up of very rich, fertile
farmlands with alluvial materials transported from
the loess plateau upstream and deposited during
the annual flooding of the major rivers.

South-east China constitutes ‘tropical China’, the
basin and delta of the Pearl River (Zhu Jiang) and
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arapid integration into world markets, huge
inflows of foreign direct investment and the
development of a modern industrial base in these
provinces. In this way, the coastal provinces got a
head start on economic development compared
with inland provinces, and the inland provinces
have never caught up with that lead.

Second, better natural conditions in the coastal
provinces mean there is more arable land, better
conditions to develop infrastructure and better
access to the sea than the inland provinces enjoy.
Coastal locations are also better for activities such
as export-oriented processing industries, which
have been developing very rapidly during recent
decades.

As a consequence of China’s rapid
economic development and the
introduction of open markets, great social
changes have taken place, especially in
China’s large cities and coastal provinces.
Traditional values and priorities are giving
way to more materialistic and more
Western priorities, including changing
spending patterns (figure 1.96). Surveys of
urban Chinese residents show that career is
more important now than family, and that
many Chinese families enjoy the trappings
of modern life such as wearing designer
clothes, eating fast food and using mobile
phones. Chinese people are increasingly
judging themselves and others by their
material possessions and their purchases.

100% =

QUESTION BANK 1H

1. What is the Hu Huanyong Line, and how does it help us
understand China’s population distribution?

2. Describe and account for China’s population distribution.

3. In what ways are the explanatio
distribution (a) s

of China’s population
iilar to the factors affecting Papua New
Guinea’s population distribution, and (b) different from the
factors affecting Papua New Guinea’s population
distribution?

4. With reference to figure 1.87, describe China’s trend of
economic growth.

5. Explain why China’s economic growth has accelerated since
1992

6. Figure 1.89 is a map of Ch
per capita in eacl province, municipality and autonomous

g the average income
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1.95 Advertising in the coastal city of Shenzhen empha
Juxury consumer goods.

Proje

M Discretionary M Semi-ne Nec CAGE

2000~

$0.64 $1.55 $4.38 10
trillion trillion trillion

Personal items
Recreation equipment
Recreation and culture:services

B
H Education F 13
n ﬂ Transportation
E H Communications =
E E Apparel
[ 6 ] E Health care L 10
E B¥ Household products

B8 Housing and utilities
28

20 Food 7.

2000 2010 2020

1.96 Chinese urban households’ annual consumption by
category, measured as percentages. Currency figures are
dollars, adjusted to constant 2010 values. CAGR = compol

annual growth rate. Figures for 2020 are forecasts. Source
McKinsey & Company.

region. Look at the map carefully and answer the followin
questions:
a. In descending order, list the six provinces witl the
highest income per capita in 2016.
b.  In ascending order, list the six provinces with the lowes
income per capita in 2016.
c.  State the evidence shown in the map which suggests tli
China’s coastal region is the wealthiest part of China.

7. Identify and describe the main trends shown in figure 1.96.

8. Using figures 1.81 and 1.89, describe the relationship
between China’s population distribution and its income
distribution.

9. With reference t
suggest the cause-a

ftect of the relationship be
population density and averag




