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‘Women in Cambodia

@ | The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is
expressing fears that severe recession in Cambodia will
have serious negative effects on women, who make up the
bulk of the labour force. According to the UN resident co-
ordinator, ‘We know that when women’s incomes are lost,
the whole family suffers, especially the children.

© | Falling demand from United States and European Union
‘markets led to major job losses in the clothing sector.
Further job losses are expected due to reduced foreign
direct investment and declines in the tourism industry.
Migrant workers in neighbouring Korea, Malaysia and
Thailand are expected to return back home to Cambodia
due to rising unemployment in these counties as well,
which could work to lower GNI per capita.

© | About one third of Cambodia’s population live in absolute
poverty, and the absence of a social protection system
(including unemployment insurance, pensions, free health
care and education, etc.) means that the economic crisis
will push many more women and children into extreme.
poverty and hunger.

A large part of the rural population depends for their
income on money sent to them by urban workers (mostly
women). Yet many urban unemployed are returning to
their villages where possibilities for work are very limited.
Others are turning increasingly to the urban informal

sector, in spite of lower wages, risk of sexual exploitation
and poorer conditions.

The UN fears that many families will resort to fewer,
smaller and less nutritious meals, to cutting back on health
care, much of which is paid for privately, to removing
children from school in order to send them out to work,
and to selling their property such as land.

Acute malnutition is on the rise, and infant and maternal
‘mortality are unacceptably high; five women per day die in
childbirth. Poorer nutrition and lower access to health care
due to lower incomes will increase these mortality rates
further.

The government of Cambodia and the United Nations in
Cambodia are designing a system of social protection that
will protect Cambodia’s most vulnerable groups. A UN
spokesperson says ‘Investment in women and children
is the best way to ensure long-term prosperity.” Public
provision of health care services, education, food and work
“can help break the poverty cycle and we must not lose
sight of this focus.’

‘Source: Adapted from ‘In Cambodia, woren and children hit hard-
st by economic crisis, United Nations Development Programme.
Newsroom, 8 April 2009,
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(i) State two consequences of poverty. [2 marks]
(il) Define the term poverty cycle identified in
bold in the text (paragraph 7). [2 marks]
Using a diagram, explain some positive
consumption externalities that arise from the
education of women. [4 marks]
Explain the difference between GNI per capita and
GDP per capita. [4 marks]
Using information in the text and your
knowledge of economics, examine the potential
contributions of education and health to economic
development. [8 marks]




