
Which country do you think is the 
'most globalized'?



Measuring globalisation
What: Globalization indices showing how 
countries participate in global interactions

Why: Wealthy and powerful places exist at 
varying scales, and how the global map is 
complex and subject to change



Measuring globalisation
Levels of globalisation can be measured to show to what extent countries 
participate in global interactions. There is considerable spatial variation in 
levels of globalisation: some countries can be considered to be 'cores' (at the 
centre) of global interactions, initiating and receiving high volumes of 
interactions. while others may be considered to be 'peripheral' (on the edge 
or periphery), initiating and/or receiving low volumes of global interactions. 
In between these extremes are the semi-peripheral or transitional regions, in 
the process of becoming more or less globalised.



How would you measure globalization?

• Think of approx. 5-10 ways of 
measuring the degree to which a 
country is globalized.

• In each case justify your choice of 
measure.

• Try to group the measures - come up 
with your own group headings.





KOF Index
• The KOF Index of Globalization is an index of the 

degree of globalization of 122 countries. It was 
conceived by Axel Dreher at the 
Konjunkturforschungsstelle of ETH Zurich, in 
Switzerland. It was first published in 2002, and 
covered the period from 1970 until that year. A 
new version of it was published in 2017 . It is 
measured on a scale from 0.00 – 100.00 



3 Dimensions Of The KOF Index
• Economic Globalisation: Long distance flows 

of goods, capital and services, as well as 
information and perceptions that acompany 
market exchanges.

• Political Globalisation: Diffusion of 
government policies.

• Social Globalisation: Expressed as the spread 
of ideas, information, images, and people.



Weightings of the KOF index



What factors are included in the 
KOF index?

• The KOF index uses many variables for each 
criterion, and these are individually weighted 
too. Can you correctly classify them into the 
three criteria? 



Predict – top 5 globalised countries 
according to KOF……









2017 KOF 
rankings

1. What are the most 
and least globalised 
countries according 
to the KOF Index?

2. What are the 
reasons behind low-
globalisation status?

Read this KOF press 
release to help with your 
analysis

https://www.kof.ethz.ch/en/forecasts-and-indicators/indicators/kof-globalisation-index.html


Animated  
version

Task
1. Describe how the 
worldwide level of 
globalisation 
changed between 
1970 and 2012. 
2. How may we 
explain the pattern 
shown on this map? 

https://www.kof.ethz.ch/en/forecasts-and-indicators/indicators/kof-globalisation-index.html






KOF – Globalization Index for Australia and China 1970 

– 2006 (Left and right graphs)

(a)  Describe the trends for Australia and China between 1970 and 2006.

(b)  Suggest reasons for the differences in the trends.

(c)  Referring to the two maps below select one country which shows a 

different trend in its level and rate of globalization.

(d)  Examine the reasons why the level and rate of globalization varies 

between countries.



Example questions
Using examples, explain how a country’s global 
interactions can be measured [12]

Give an example of a measurement of globalization 
and evaluate its effectiveness in describing patterns 
of globalization. (12)

Describe the spread of globalization using one official 
index that you have studied (12)

Describe how one prominent index measures global 
interaction. (12 marks)



Past paper question from Nov 2013 



Evaluation….


