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with some Russian territories, making their way east during the 11 century. The
grand dukes of Kiev had a centralized power, enabling Russia to be protected, but
this didn't stop Russia from wanting more territory or the Khan from protecting
it until he had enough power to destroy Kiev and split the territories. For a while,
tribute collector officers worked for the Mongols. These dukes were used for their

administrative power and trade center in Moscow.
Korea

Korea, particularly what is now North Korea, bordered Russia and China, With the
Mongol expansion the territory of Korea was also considered a place to conquer.
Korea was made of Three Kingdoms, which became unified by Silla into  single
political power. This occurred in 935 AD. Goryeo took over that year, ending the
‘Three Kingdoms and Silla. Korea was in constant trade and conflict with China,
eveninthe 13" century. It was also during the 13* century, when the Mongol Em-
pire invaded the weakened Goryeo and forced it into a vassalage position, until the
‘Yuan dynasty collapsed and General Yi Seong-gye was able to establish the capital

Joseon n 1388.
Eurasia

About 1000 AD the Roman Empire also known as the Byzantine Empire by that
time, the Ghaznavid Empire i Iran, Chola Dynasty in India, and Fatimid Caliphate
in Bgyptowere in power. Western Europe and several other areas were technologi-
cally behind, with smaller populations. Genghis Khan did reach Western Europe,
but he was not interested in keepin their lands, according to Weatehrford, author
of Genghis Kahin and the Making of the Modern World.Instead, he found his ex-
ploitsin China, India, Russia, and whatis now the Middle East held more technol-
ogy and skills than Europe. Instead, o taking Western Europe’s land, he eftwith
the knowledge he gained.
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He did press towards Central Asia trying to control the Aral Sea and Yellow Sea of
China. Kublai Khan worked his way further reaching Volga, getting a grip on the

Black Sea, and ensuring the Mongol Empire rose to extreme power.

‘Genghis Khan took hold of Belarus and Hungary, and threatened control of Poland.

and Romania, after defeating Nan Chung, China.

From this timeline, you can start piecing together the expansion of the Mongol

Empire and just how much power Genghis Khan secured in such a short period.
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Chapter 3: Bekhter’s Death and the Backlash

Imagine beinga young kid, getting closer to a marriageable age, and knowing your
father was killed by a rival. If you were shunned, living in difficulty and being bul-

lied, you might look to acceptable practices around you for guidance

‘Temujin's family was not a happy one. It was broken and it became worse. Yet,
there was also a key element in Temujin's actions that started to show he was an

intelligent leader.

Disputes were constantly occurring with regards to hunts. Bekhter, Temujin's
half-brother was continuing his bullying and it is thought he tried to grab for the
head of the family. Bekhter was certainly trying to keep food for himself, instead

of sharing it with the whole family, who were suffering,

It was clear by these actions that Bekhter wanted to live only for himself regard-
Lessof what those around hiim needed. A custom in Mongolia existed at the time.
It was acceptable for a male child to marry the wives of ther father, i she was not
their mother.Since Bekhter was born of a different mother and the same father,
itwould have been acceptable for him to marry Temujn's mother. In marrying
Hoelun, Bekhter would have become the lord of the family and Temujins new

father.

‘This was something that was not acceptable to Temujin, given Bekhter's selfish-
ness. In assessing the lineage, Temujin was a son of his father's frst wife and thus

the obvious successor.

‘The downside—he had to reach 15 before he would be considered, seriously as the
leader of his father’s people. Temujin could not allow Bekhter to marry his mother.

He had to action to ensure that Bekhter would not be in a position to take over the
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family. Bekhter was also older, thus he would be able to marry Temujin's mother

before Temujin reached 15 and assumed his proper role.
‘Temujin is Captured

Despite Temujin's ethical reasons to protect his family and his desire to be a leader
of his clan, the Mongols did not look favorably upon his actions. Murderin for any
reason, particularly against the laws of appropriate succession, existed. Severl
tribes were angered over Temujin's actions and did not allow him to go unpun-

ished.

Already on the fringes of society, Temujin was sought by the Taichiut tribe to pun-
ish him. The tribe rode into camp, grabbing Temujin and the brothers who helped
Kill Bekhter. While originally captured, Temujin was able to escape, before being.

taken prisoner a second time.

“Temujin was unable to escape a second time. It i not even certain if the Taichuit
wwere behind the raid. History i scarce on these points. However, whatever hap-

‘pened to him during the months or years that he was held prisoner were bound to
have given him a desire o unite the Mongo tribes and lead them with better laws

and ethics than he had been forced to endure
‘Factors of the 11 Century in Asia

Extensive studies have been conducted on Asian cultures, including Mongolia.
‘Mongols firmly believed in a patriarchal society. Wives were brought into clans for
the sons. Daughters were sent to be married to other clans. Wife-giving clans were

seen as more powerful, while those taking the wives were considered inferior.

When sons married, they would receive a part of the family's wealth, which was
their cattle and sheep. The codes changed after Genghis Khan rose to rule the em-

pire. He established the Yassa, but rather than discuss the Yassa, it is important to
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understand the code he had tolive by.

Sons replaced fathers, usually the eldest son, unless there was a lineage issue. Men
could have as many wives as they wished; however, the first wife reigned supreme
over the rest. Women could have power in their own right. For example, Borte had
her own court and territory. The first wife could solve court mattersin her hus-

band's absence.

Even though women could be seen as powerful by the men, they were also tools.
‘Women were used for marriage to appropriate clan members. Ifa clan union could

be made, soa clan would be protected, a woman had to marry.

‘Women who were left behind would be subjugated to their captive and given a
‘newlife, or raped if they refused to abide by the new clan's rules.

Clearly, enslavement was an issue. Fighting clans could take a rival clan’s members
are miss use them, rather than just require subjugation. For a young boy facing
‘turmoil, with desire and goals, building inside of him for a better life, Temujin

‘most likely began to plot.
‘Temujin's Plot

“Temujin had to plot an escape to b free of his captors. There are numerous leg-
endsin how this occurred. The mostlkely legend is that he was held ina yurt and
able to escape when no one was looking. His age was probably 14 at the time, mak-
ingit plausible that he would have learned, watched, and scudied the clan around.

him and managed to escape.

‘This scenario is the most likely one because Temujin, later as Genghis Khan, was
able to fell hordes larger than his army by being one of the best strategic warlords
inhistory.
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“Temujin knew he could do nothing without help. He still had oty as his main
requirement among clan’ people. He understood that forming alliances toin-
crease his power was a necessity, Unfortunately, Temujins family was on the
fringes of society and he had killed Bekhter. To proceed in grabbing power, he
needed tobe smart and form aliances that would ensure ifelong commitments

from the Mongols.
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Chapter 4: Genghis Khan’s Rise to Power

“The very first step Temujin took once he was free of enslavement, was to seckout
Borte and the betrothal that was in place since age . Borte's father was friendly
with a tribe that was friendly with his own tribe. The marriage would ensure he
“would have atleast wo tribes backing him, providing him with the strength he.
needed to rule his own clan

‘The historical accounts of Genghis Khan's early life prove he was young, but he
had ideas on how to increase his power. Clearly, rising in power was not going to
be easy. It would take a great deal of intelligence; however, the details of his rise in.

‘power showed he had a gift to be wiser than his age.

‘One might infer that his time on the fringes of power and society, helped him see

clearly where saciety was failing for the Mongols. His time in enslavement may

also have taught him military intelligence, as well as how important having the
right relationships between clans could be of help to him in gaining the power he

craved.

Injustice has a way of bringing strength to those who truly feel wronged and have
the personality to be a leader. Genghis Khan was one of these people. On his path

to greatness, if not tyranny, he used what was available to him.

Borte brought him two clans because of the marriage. The first was Borte’s clan.
He was also able o form an alliance by using his or his mother's wedding gift. A
Iuxury coat was bestowed upon either him or his mother, there are differing sto-
e tothis. He took this huxury coat o the Keraits leader, Toghril Ongkhan. It was

amove that helped him gain an alliance with one of the biggest clans in the area.
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‘Toghril was a person Temujin could consider an ally. His father and Toghril had a
blood brother relationship. Toghril was also restored several times to his throne

‘with the help of Temujin's father.

1t s likely that Temujin believed Toghril would consider Temujin just as impor-
tant as Temujins father. Temujin most likely felt that Toghril would have to show

respect to Temujin.

‘Yet, for a person who wanted power and to make the world a better place, Temujin
began trying to make his moves quickly, sometimes too quickly. He wanted to en-

force ideas, take control of more land, and it led to angering other tribes.
Jamuga

Jamuga or Jamukha, depending on the resource, was considered a blood brother
of Temujins. He was the childhood friend; he swore allegiance to before hisen-
slavement. Archeologists, researchers, and other scholars believe Temujin spenta
year or more with Jamuqa n order to learn about the politics and military strate-
sies of Mongolia Jamuga was older and at the time willing to share his personal

Kknowledge.
‘The Merkit

Borte's kidnapping s little understood, with regards to how she was lefc behind
Some sources believe Genghis Khan had to protect himself before protecting his
wife. Others think there was pandemonium and in the surprise attack, she was
Lt behind. However, it happened, the insult on Temujin for taking his wife and
making her a wife of the Merkit leader helped Temujin exhibit the power he had
gained.

“Temujin did not have enough men to rescue his wife. Instead, he had toturn to

Jamuga and Toghril. These two tribe leaders had formed an allegiance to Temujin,
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as stated earlier.

Luck may have been on Temujin's side. Toghril did not think kindly of the Merkit,
according to scholars. Itis quite possible that he would have been more than ready

to gain rewards from helping Temujin, as well as paying back an old debt,

Toghril and Jamuqa had enough manpower to decimate the Merkit, with Temu-

jin's help. Borte was returned, and the Merkits were beyond able to save their tribe.

‘Temujin, at this juncture in time, had only a little help, but a great deal of ambi-
tion. Scholars like Weatherford believe Temujin already knew a litle about the
‘power of alliances, but the kidnapping of Borte was truly the turning point. He

saw the power he could have, versus the power others had always had over him.

Itis possible to speculate that Temujin, now clearly understanding the power of
alliances, knew he would need to create further relationships with other tribes.
But, s a teenager, barely past 16 years of age, he could be seen as too young and in-

significant to those who truly needed on his side.
Utilizing Anyone Temujin Could

It was after recovering Borte that Temujin spent a year or more with Jamuga. For
“Temujin, it was not about friendship, but usefulness. Jamuga was considered an
extraordinary leader, particularly on battlefelds. Temujin was too young to have
this experience.Itisfarly clear that Temujin learned battlefeld tactical aware-

ness, as well as military strategy.

Numerous facts about this period in Temujin's life have been lost. Scholars pieced
together what they could and have inferred other concepts. It is known when
Jamuga and Temujin's blood brotherhood began to strain and eventually break,

‘many of Jamuqa's tribe was impressed with Temujin.
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‘They were impressed enough to leave Jamuqa’ tribe for Temujin's Tribe, the

Borjigin.

It this move of people to his side that lets us know how charismatic Temujin
‘was. If there was not an ounce of intelligence, charisma, or leadership within
‘Temujin, he would never have gained what is one of the largest empires in history.

injust a few short years.

Professor Weatherford's study of A Secret History, believes Temujin was uncer-
tain about breaking with Jamuga. The turn in Jamuga in not wishing to share
his power and in treating Temujin as lesser than he, was in a way confusing for

Temujin,

At this point he was no more than 19. He still had  lot to learn and face. Weather-
ford reports it was Borte, who helped make her husband's decision. It was she and

ot Hoelun, his mother that suggested they break the next time Jamuqa st camp.

‘Whether it was by design or huck, Termujin did gain many of jamuq'sfollowers.
‘They did take many of the horses and cattle. At the time Jamuga did not pursue

Temujin. Perhaps, one can romanticize it to believe,Jamuqa still el the alliance of
his blood brother. More likely, Jarmuga didntthink Termujin would be abe torise o

such power.

For over two decades, Terujin and Jamuqa both grew in powwer. They battled
each other, losing men, women, and goods to each other,al while forming new

alliances and amassing great power. Sruggling i 1189 to unite all of the Mongol
ibes,both parties remained unable to do so. Legends and records state Temujin

tried to fil his desire by making one final struggle between himself and Jamuga.

‘The Khuriltai




image17.png
‘The Khuriltai was a council used to endorse khans. Those who showed up would
vote for Temujin, and if no one showed or only a few of the other members showed

up, then it meant Jamuga still had more power than Temujin.

‘While thereis no surviving record, it i clear that Temujin did not gain the support
e hoped for. He was also still allied with Borte's tribe, as a subject versus a khan.

Ong Khan did agree to let Temujin try to unite the Mongol tribes.

Evidence would suggest that Ong Khan didn't feel the unification was an impor-
tant enough factor to worry about. Perhaps it was Ong Khan's desire to give in so
that both Temujin and Jamuga would continue to fight each other, rather than try-

ing torise above the Kereyid, which was a much larger tribe.
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Chapter 5: The Yassa

“Temujin was a different type of leader, and perhaps it was this beliefin a fairer
Leadership that gave him the most power. Temujin did not believe in familial ap-
pointments. Instead, he would provide rank based on abilicy and loyalty. Jelme
and Boorchu were loyal to him for over a decade, and deserved to be given a better
position. Temujin did rse to the khan level, under Ong Khan and led his own tribe.
Although a smalltribe, it was his rewards for logalty tht tended to win over his

soldiers and followers,

‘One of the first appointments he made was the cooks. He wanted someone to trust
cooking the food, butchering the meat, and ensuring that they could move large
cauldrons. To Temujin, it was his first ine of defense, given that his father was

‘poisoned. He did not want to end up the same way, due to rival clans.

He assigned archer roles. His archers were assigned to watch over the herds, en-

suring that no one tried to steal them and his wealth,

Kasar, his strong, large brother was given an appointment of heading the warriors,
He was the main person protecting the game. A half-brother, Belgutel, wasin
charge of their geldings, making sure the horses were close to the main camp in

case Temujin had to move quickly.

‘Temujin feared being poisoned, as well as ambushed again. He worked on train-
ing 150 elite bodyguards to monitor his camp, with 80 night guards and 70 day
guards (Weatherford, 2004)

While Temujin was growing his reputation and establishing a better system of

rule for his people, Jamuga was his constant enemy.
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1f Genghis Khan was considered a loodthirsty villain than Jamuga was certainly
sight up there wich him.Jarmuga was angered and using an excuse of a ecent raid.
by Temujin, against hir, to battle his old blood brother. Jamuga was able to cap-
ture ome of the leaders of the raid. He cut off his head, ied it o the til o a horse,

and dragged it through the steppes.

‘The part of the horse was a defilement against the family, and the head was in
disgrace as the most sacred part of the body: Records also indicate he took 70 of
Khan's men and boiled them alive in cauldrons (Weatherford, 2004). Of ourse,
the 70 menin 70 cauldrons could be pure legend versus a real event. It could have.
been 7 peoplein 7 cauldrons, but as the story was told it gained in number to make

it more horrific and grow Jamuqa's reputation.

Itis unclear if the Yassa, the Mongol Empire ruled by was established in about this
same time period as the continued raids and fights with Jamuga. Scholars believe

that the code was established as decrees in wartime.

‘The Yassais difficult to truly understand because it was a secret written code of
law. It was considered the de facto law of the empire, but was always a secret code,

‘without any official public revelation.

Since Genghis Khan spent much of his teen and early 20s fighting, and establish-
ingloyal followers, it seems likely that most of his laws were established at first for
him to win against his enemies. Later, after the Mongol Empire was founded the

decrees grew to include lifestyle and cultural conventions.

‘Genghis Khan researchers believe he kept the codes and laws a secret because
the decrees could be modified or used when necessary, rather than in place atall

times. Ifit suited the Khan a decree may have been changed.

Khan would certainly want something that could be favorable to him, should
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something become necessary. To rule his tribe, it was necessary to kil his brother,
yet early laws prohibited such an action. Ending up as a slave for a few years would
ot have gone over well, thus the reason Khan might have kept the laws a secret as

away of ensuring he could modify decrees as needed.
‘The Three Parts of the Yassa

“The laws of the Yassa were designed to keep members,such as officers, soldiers,
and doctors loyal. Genghis Khan demanded abedience,a binding of nomad clans,
and punishment for wrongdoings. The laws were made about and for the people,
versus property. Khan allowed a man to confess toa wrong and would not give

guilty verdict.

Several of the decrees focused on economic and social disputes. It was necessary.
tohave certain laws in place to keep the Mongols loyal, as well as gain new allies. A
few of the rules included:

« Nostealing of ivestock
« Food must be shared with travelers

 Women could not be abducted from other families
o Soldiers must not defect

“These four rules seemm farly straightforward and i is pretty clear why these laws
wwerein place. Khan did not have alot of livestockas a child and it was difficult
tokeep what he had. His brother was known to steal and horde, and never give
ahand to his family let alone strangers. No strangess ever helped Khan either.
Borte's capture and abuse made it necessary to include rules about women, o en-
sure nothing happened to another man's wife like what happened to Borte. Lastly,

e wanted everyone to be loyal to him and not seck other rulers or worse betray
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him and any war plan he might have had.

“The punishment did not vary greatly. For most punishments, it was death by
beheading. Noble blood would be saved from beheading, as tonot spill a drop of
their blood; however, they would il be killed. Minor offenses of the rules were
‘punishable by death. A soldier could be punished by death if he did not providea
common courtesy to another person. For example,if something was dropped by a

person, the one standing in front of him, should notice it, and pick it up.

‘Genghis Khan did not kill with ease, when it came to those who were favored by
him. He would allow preferential treatment, with numerous chances before pun-

ishment was meted out.

Religion was not something Khan tried to exploit or control. It is perhaps this law
orallowance of his that is most important. Genghis Khan let people practic reli-
gious freedom. They could worship any God, Gods, or beliefs they wished, aslong

as they were loyal to the Yassa codes.

Some of the laws are pure conjecture because there is no written proof. One of
those conjectural laws was about naming someone “emperor” without being
elected Princes, officers, khans, and Mongol nobles as part of a general council had

to lecta person emperor. If this did not oceur, then the person would be killed.

‘The laws may also have stated that peace with a monarch was forbidden. This in-
cluded making peace with a prince or any person that did not submit to the Yassa

laws,

In wartime, it is conjectured that Khan required a “ruling that divides men” into
specific numbered groups, with a head of a troupe such as a prince, general, or
‘noyan to manage the army. The army could be tens, hundreds, thousands, or ten

thousand, and maintained as such in number. It was an arrangement believed
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to give Khan an easy way to raise the army in a short time period and fight the

enemy.

It was forbidden to pillage any enemy unless a command to do so had been or-
dered. Permission had to come from the commanding general. When allowed to
pillage, the soldier would have the same opportunity as any officer to keep what

‘was found, as long as a share was provided to the emperor.

“There were some men who did not go to war. For these men, they would need to
wwork for the empire without pay,for  certain period of time. It was a way to make
each person, each man work for the good of uniting the Mongols,even if they did
not fight on the batclefeld

Khan also ended slavery and servicude of the Mongol people. He did require any
man from an enemy clan to join his army, but they could not be enslaved. Itwas
not that slaves and servants did't exist, but Khan usually turned non-Mongols
into slaves and servants. A person from China, Russia, India,or another country

that was not Mongol would be slave or captive.

Adulterers were put to death, without any assessment of his being married or
not. Khan felt strongly about one loving another, and not committing adultery or

stealing from another, according to the information in historical records.

Children of concubines were considered legitimate and given their share of the
heritage. The father would leave behind the disposition of assets that would have
tobe followed.

‘The Yassa contained about 32 laws as conjectured by scholars. It was made an
integral part of the Mongol Empire, during and after Genghis Khan's death. Today,
‘Mongolia still uses the word Yassa. Many of the laws are also considered a part of

their history and heritage, to be respected today as they were then.
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Chapter 6: The Defeat of the Tatars

‘When Genghis Khan was not fighting with Jamuga to gain more territory and
unify Mongolia, he was fighting other battles. He had to amass a great power if he

‘was going to fight against Jamuqa, as well as the larger clans of Mongolia.

In 1195, Genghis Khan would gain an opportunity to increase his power beyond
‘what it already was. Using his allegiance to Ong Khan and the Kereyid, he would
begin one of his biggest fights.

“The Jurched Kingdom was a sticking point of power. The Jurched Kingdom was in
the southern region of the Gobi. The kingdom was able to keep clans away by mak-
ing alliances. They would use palitics to keep the smaller lans ighting amongst

themselves. It ensured the tribes remained weak and would not try to fight the Ju-

rched people for power.

‘Genghis Khan was sill working on building his power and army. Many scholars
believe he had only 20,000 men in his army in the early conquests, and it wasn't
until after the fight with the Tatars that he started amassing alarger army of
100,000 warriors. Genghis Khan was also in his 305 during this time, s he was
starting to gain respect for his age, as well a the inelligence he displayed n con-

quering other tribes.

‘This was the first war against the Tatar. The conflict started brewing in 1195, but

the battle did not take place until 1196

‘The Jurched ruler, the Golden Khan, began to instigate Ong Khan to rise up against
the Tatars. The kingdom was, originally allied with the Tatar, but they continued
toincrease in power. This was definitely not something the Golden Khan would

‘want. It would mean the end of his kingdom, i he let the Tatars gain control.
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It was not that the Jurched Kingdom was feeling more favorable towards, Temujin,
but rather their fear was greater that the Tatar would win in a direct ight. Ong

Khan enlisted Temujin's aid to help with the fight.

‘The time was winter, 1196. Ong Khan and Temujin set out with their army to fight
the Tatar. The plan was to raid much as they always had on the steppes of Mongo-

lia. However, with more people in the army, the victory was easy.
Early Raid Tactics

‘The Mongols were a nomadic people and this ensured they were heartier than
their counterparts. The Mongols were able to live off of the land, even in extreme
situations. They did not have to fear starvation or lack of food because they always

traveled with their herds.

“They also traveled with 3 to 4 horses per soldier. Traveling with spare horses
meant they could ride without stopping. When one horse tired of carrying a man,
they would switch and keep riding. It was also having horses that provided more
‘mobility tothe Mongol forces. The horse breed was extremely hardy, oo, They
‘may have been smaller than some breeds, ut they were able to survive the desert,

the cold, and other harsh conditions that would kill other breeds.

Other cultures had to be dependent on the apparatus and heavy armor, but ot
Khan's nomadic soldiers. He was able to send in individual sodiers as scouts, to
search for better routes and terrain to wage war. Khan was also not afraid o take
sisks, when he had a clear route mapped. Genghis Khan required his soldiers to
trainin archery, horsemanship, and unittactics. Formations and rotations were
practiced over and over when they were not n bttl. The training was meantto

be hard, but not unreasonable.

‘The Mongols were able to avoid micromanagement of the army because they
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allowwed eeuway betwveen superiors and subordinates. As long as the objective was
carried out,the men were allowed to find weaknesses and think for themselves. 1f
an order was the best way to complete the mission, then it was followed. The loy-

alty to each other, as well a the superiors was built to ensure no soldier would run.

from the battlefield or turn against the Khan.

About 6 of every soldier were archers. The other four would always be armed with
lances. It seems the Khan believed in lighter armor, allowing tactical executions,
other armies could not manage. They had protective head gear, and body armor,

but it was not like the knights of Europe.
Sheer Numbers

“The fight with the Tatar was about sheer numbers. The military tactics used to
fght smaller clans were used on the Tatars, but with Ong Khan joining the fight,
the Tatars did not have enough to win. It was particularly difficult since the Ju-
sched Kingdom was allizd with Ong Khan, The lack of support forthe Tatars made
them vulnerable.

Verylittle could hide an army heading towards another clan on the Steppes. It
‘was an open landscape and the Tatar did not have a huge fortification for keeping

‘Genghis Khan out, not like the Jurched Kingdom.

“The win was significant, not in the manner it was conducted, but the goods
received for defeating the Tatar The Tatar traded with China gaining some of the
best goodslkesilk, pearls and other wealth. Genghis Khan was able to keep the
wwealth they pillaged from the Tatars. The silk clothing was more than any of his
Mongolfollowers or he had ever had before.

‘The traded goods available made a huge impact on Khan. It was an opportunity

that opened doors because the Tatar had trade relations with China and Jurched
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that he could use. It also showed his followers that they were not wrong to pledge
theirloyalty to him. A man capable of gaining such wealth had to be someone

‘worth following.

‘Genghis Khan was learning from the Jurched people. He could see through their
constant re-alliances that nothing was every permanent. No fight was ever truly
over,unless one could gain absolute oyalty from all. A changein the alliance could
meananew fight o a change in mindset could. Genghis Khan needed some way
<o make his clan, his rule more powerful, but also the better choice for ll those he

conquered.

It was this ability that truly turned him into the leader. It was not enough that he
fought battles, won, and gained alliances. He had to be someone worth following.

What came next, was Temujin's desire to have the Jurched Kingdom.

‘The Kingdom of Jurched was wealthy, beyond the Tatar because they had numer-
ous trade options. The Golden Khan also had numerous clans willing to support
him.

‘Taking the Wealth to Start an Empire

Khan's position was much stronger with the wealth he gained from the Tatar. It
was enough wealth for him to ry to expand into more territories, even those with
alineage connection. He would always be considered lower in some clans for his
bloodline, but it was starting to not mater, at least to some. To others—it was 2

huge issue that such an upstart was rising and gaining power.
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Chapter 7: Jurkin Betrayal and Khan’s Message

‘The Jurkin clan was a part of his lineage. They were distant relatives. He asked
for a gathering of the Jurkin prior to the fight with the Tatars. At first the Jurkins
agreed. He made plans with them to meet, so they could leave and fight the Tatar.

‘Temujin waited six days, but the Jurkin never arrived.

Despite pledging to help at irst, the Jurkin did not feel any loyalty towards Termu-
jin. Their non-appearance was  vote against him, It was like the khuriltai, where
only a few showed up in support and most of the powerful khans did not see it as
necessary to support Temujin. The Jurkins had no confidence in Temujin to win

theraid.

“The feast was not one to be proud of either. Temujin's half-brother was insulted
wwhen a urkin tred to steal a horse. Buri the Wrestler stepped into the fray, cut the
half brother on the shoulder, drawinga litle blood and the entire feast erupted in
afight. It was due o disrespect of Temujin tht allowed such insults to eign.Scll,
“Temujin was given the assurance the Jurkin tribe would ight the Tartar Sucha

powwerful and wealthy tribe, Temujin did not worry that the Jurkins wouldn't want

totake a part of the spoils of the raid.

Alas, the Jurkin had other plans. The Secret History and Weatherford, both agree
that the Jurkins saw an opportunity to raid Khans base camp, while he was travel-

ing to fight the Tatar.

In his absence, the Jurkin killed ten of Temujin's followers, stripped the rest of
their belongings and clothes. It was not the right move to make. Temujin had
already suffered greatly as a child and was capable of making powerful alliances

‘with his soldiers. The treatment of his followers was so great compared to other
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leaders that they knew the Khan would be the person to follow.
Revenge from Wealth

“Temujin expanded his wealth and terricory with the victory against the Tatars.
In1197, Temujin was ready to get his revenge against the Jurkin. The Jurkin did

ot stand a chance against Termujin's wartiors. Their power and discipline quickly
ook care of the Jurkin n the fight, defeating them, and allowing Temujin to setan

‘example of those who would go against him.

Not only was the win important for appeasing his anger, showing his strength,
and showing his warriors'abilites, it was also when he irst began to create the
Yassa rules. He gave loyal alies and warriors, positions versus keeping with the
tradition of family members. The rewards for skills became known. It spread that
the Khan was ot going to focus solely on the bloodline you were born to,but the

skills, intelligence, and above all the loyalty you showed him.
‘Temujin's New Policy

Clealy, Temujin had an example to make beyond making special appointments
of his warriors. He also needed to show his strength in other ways. No one was
willing o respect him that sillthowght lineage and blood mattered. The Jurkin
had showed that, so Temujin went beyond just looting their camp and taking the
spoils of war. He went beyond the concept of enslavement and leaving other mem-

bers of the Jurkins to reorganize and attack later on.

He requested the khuriltai, the special council to meet. He wanted a public trial
of the aristocratic leaders. He wanted justice, not on the battlefield, but from all
of the important rulers. He wanted the Jurkin to be held accountable for breaking

their promise to help him raid the Tatar and bring their power to an end.
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‘These Jurkin leaders were found guilty. He had them executed. The executions
‘made a powerful statement, “You, who are of noble blood are not immune to pun-

ishment” There would be no special treatment of aristocrats of any lineage.

“Temujn moved onto the Jurkin land, occupying it and redistributing members of
the Jurkin clan nto his clan's households, not as slaves. Temujin showed his clans
and others that the Jurkin who assimilated into his tribe would be treated faily

and not s slaves. He even adopted an orphan from the Jurkin clan, gave him to his

‘mother to raise, and accepted these men as his younger brothers.

It was not the frst time he had taken in orphans. It one considers how Temujin
wwas treated as achild without  father, one can understand his feelings towards

any child without a family. He adopted one orphan from the Merkie, Tayichiud and.
“Tatar tribes afcer thei defeats. These adoptions were certainly politcal, but prob-

ably sentimental, as well.

By taking in the orphans, he showed that he was willing to take in clan members
from defeated tribes. He showed that they could share fairly in new conquests and

the prosperity that his clan was amassing.
‘Buri the Wrestler

Buri had committed an unforgivable sin against Belgutei, Khan's brother. Temujin
helda feast, where he told Belgutei and Buri to wrestler. Buri was an undefeated
‘wrestler, according to the legend. Knowing what had happened to his clan's lead-

ers and fearing Temujin, Buri let Belgutei throw him.

Traditionally, the match would be over. Buri was defeated and one could have
considered Belgutei's honor restored. But, Temujin did not seem to agree. Belgutei
seized Buri by the shoulders, placed a knee in Bur's back, and broke his spinal cord.

Buri was then dragged outside where he was left to die.
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‘Temujin had given Belgute the signal to kill the man. Buri was also the last leader
of the Jurkin that Temujin needed torid the planet of The end of his revenge and
‘plotagainst the Jurkin provided a clear message.

Anyone who was disloyal or betrayed him, would end up dead on the steppes,
‘whether they were relatives or aristoerats. If, the defeated joined him, then they

‘would be given better treatment and rewards for their loyalty.
‘The Kherlen

In Mongolia,aland called Avarga, was made Termujin's base camp. At the time ic
wwas a emote camp, which he shared with the Kherlen tribe. However, it even-
tually became more important to him as a base. Avarga was considered the ideal
home territory for herders because of thelight and warmth of the sun. There was
an entry point that kept out the cold north winds, plenty of river water, and close

to Temujin's birthplace.
Jamuga's New Attempt

After the battle and defeat of the Jurkin it was clear to Jamuga that Ong Khan and
‘Temujin were a force to be defeated. He had to attempt to wipe out the opposing

clan that was clearly vying for allegiance of all of Mongolia.

Before starting any battle, Jamuqa decided to cal on the Khurilta. He wanted it
proclaimed that he was Gur-khan, or chief of al chiefs. His followess swore loy-
alty.In fact, it was a new loyal swear that he asked for when he was given the title
of chiefof all chiefs.

Jamuga didrit care reatly for the tile, but the anger it would cause in others. One.
wway to show disrespect was to gain ttles tht were rghtly someone elses. Ong
Khan's uncle had held the Gur khan title. However, the Kereyid people and Ong
Khan fought. Ong Khan killed his uncle and no one had assumed the itle Gur-
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Khan since. Jamuga was publicly challenging Ong Khan and Temujin's power.

Even with the title, it did not mean Jamuga won the overall issue of uniting Mon-
golia under one leader. Temujin had a large following, the Gur-khan would still
have to win the war against Temujin in order to truly assume the role of chief of all

chiefs.
Fear as a Military Tactic

‘What would you doif you were faced with a massive power? What would happen,
i you were up against  bear? Your instincts would be to run from those massive
‘pavis and bone breaking jaws. You wouldnt want to stand and fight. Of course, if
yourun the bear is usually apt to take you out rather than when you stand your

ground and look less threatening.

For Temujin, the primary objective was to make his opponent scared enough that
they would run away versus standing and fighting. Several tactics were used to

bring fear to the opposing forees.

 Spirit banners, which were meant to represent God's and the ancients’

beliefin one over another, were used.
 Shamans with drums and ritual paraphernalia were also used.

‘Temujin and Ong Khan had massive numbers of warriors. They had more war-
riors than Jamuga, which was definitely helpful in creating fear in the eyes of the

enemy.

However, it was also the psychological advantage that Temujin had. His list of
shamans was so numerous that the warriors in Jamuga's clan were afraid. They
could not believe there was a winning option, when there was so much “spiritual”

‘power in Temujin's hands.
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In this epic fight, Jamuqa aligned with Tayichiud. The Tayichiud were now Temu-
jin's enemies. The Tayichiud were responsible for capturing Temujin in his child-
hood. Since they were also aligned with the enemy, it would have made it doubly.

important to defeat them.

It was notas easy as Temujin hoped. Yes, there was fea, but the Tayichiud sill had.
plenty of numbers to fight. Temujin and the Tayichiud fought for an entire day,
throwing arrous and rocks at each other. Temujin was slightly injured in the neck
and lost consciousness in the evening. Research indicates he woke up asking for
mares milkand his loyal follower Jelme did not have any. Jelme did know where

they could get some, but it was in the enemy’s camp.

Jelme stepped through his camp and that of the enemy to find the milk, and
although he did not find it-—one thing was clear. He was loyal. He went naked and
in humiliation to get what his great leader needed to heal. Whether this actually
happened or was just a part of the legend, i certainly worked to show how muuch
the Khan inspired in his people.

A great thing also happened in the night. No one knew Temujin was injured in
the Tayichiud clan. Many started to run away fearing that the next day would end

their battle, with a loss. It was easy to defeat those who were left.

“Temujin set an example again as he had done with the Jurkin. He killed the leaders
o ensure they would not rise against him. He offered a place in his clan for those.
“who accepted his clan and leadership. For those who had helped him escape dur-
ing his enslavement, he freed them from servitude and accepted them into his

dlan.
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Chapter 8: Tatar Defeated Twice

After the defeat ofthe Tayichiud, Jamuga needed to regroup. They were not the
only clan that provided strength to Genghis Khan's number one enermy, but it was
asignificant defeat for him. The time was 1202. It was time to face the remaining
“Tatar that had fed, and still controlled a portion of Mongolia. Ong Khan was start-
ing to age and with a few Merkit sil strong, he decided to stay closerto home. He
sent Temujin to bt the Tatars, while he went to the battlefield and fought the

remaining Merkit.

“This second fight against the Tatars brought about another change to the codes,
“Temujin upheld. It was another change that would anger the aristocrats, but gain
o of the populace. It was the correct move. Power, Genghis Khan had learned
came from being “loved" by the people s a ruler versus supporting the aristocrats
It was not the small number of aristocrats that would battl on the steppes, but

the regular people.

Raid after raid, he waged against the remaining Tatars, but trying to loot the gers
wwas actually stopping himm from total victory. The system of attacking, chasing

offthe defeated warriors, and remaining to oot the camp, allowed the warriors to
Leave, ecoup, and be ready for a new attack. Termujin announced that looting had

£o wait until the Tatars were completely defeated.

‘Temujin would leave a few people in the empty camp to ensure that no one would
take the wealth before it could be divided among the men. He took most of the
‘warriors, chased down the defeated warriors and wiped them out. Coming back to

the goods, he was able to have more control in distribution.

He also commanded a new rule regarding the widow and orphans of dead war-
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riors. For every man killed, who had a widow and children, they would receive a

share of a portion of the wealth. It was shown that surviving members of families

in war would be taken care of, instead of shunned or enslaved.

It was a move that provided Temujin more loyalty among all his people. He made
it clear that all people would be taken care of; especially, those who had to suffer

theloss of a warrior on the battlefield, whether from his side or the other.

Of course,change s slow, There were men who did not wish to follow the new
rule o wait to plunder the wealth, Temuin quickly showed that he was not going
0 allow his code to be broken. The men thatlooted instead of ending all enernies
wwere stripped oftheir goods. It was against the aristocratic way and there was

some desertion to Jamuga.

It would drive the wedge between the aristocrats and common people, even more
than already occurred. Yet, his way of thinking ensured that direct support came

from Temujin, helping to strengthen their belief in his strength and power.

‘This second battle against the Tatars was a complete victory. He took in the Tatar
‘people and gained control of their lands. He always killed the leaders and absorbed.
the rest into his clan. He used marriage and adoption to bring enemy clans into

his. 1t was a highly effective method.

‘Temujin knew that killing the leaders of the other tribe would not make everyone
‘happy. However, he also showed that intermarriage and the adoption of a son
for his mother was a way to accept the Tatar and alleviate some of their anger. It

worked.
Leave No One Behind

Loyalty in the military is a necessity to keep soldiers safe amongst those who fight.

“Brother's in arms," is a common concept of today, but Temujin was the first war-
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rior and leader to start this tradition in his own way. Intermarriage and adoption
‘was not enough, (Weatherford, 2004). He needed a way to ensure that all would

accept each other and not fight among themselves.

His next answer to gaining a loyal, ferce group of people was to realign his army.
In 1203, Temujin ordered a reformation of his army. He put his warriors into
“squad” of ten. These ten were brothers to each other, no matter their origin o
kin group. They had to fight and live as brothers. Ten of these ten squads became
the zagun, and made up 100 men. Temujin made 10 of the 100 zagunsa battal-
fon. It was a Mingan of one thousand warriors. The Mingan combined to form the

‘Tumen or 10 thousand warriors,

“Temujin always chose the leader of the Tumen. He needed a loyal follower to be
in this position, but also one with the skils o ensure the Tumen would be suc-
cessfulin their conquests. Relatives, such as fathers, brothers, and sons were split
into various groups, but allowed to practice together. On the ield, he wanted the
lineages split o ensure loyalty among all. Around this time, Temujin had about
95 Mingans or about 80,000 troops. The numberis unclear but definitely in this

range.

At this point, Temujin started referring to his followers as “the People of the Felt

‘Walls,” to indicate he had united the Tatars and the Mongols (Weatherford, 2004).
Ong Khan and the Fight of the Khans

‘Ong Khan was still eeping both Jamuuqa and Temujin under his rule. He stillpit-
ted both against each other, Ye, it was clear that Ong Khan was getcing closer to

his death. It was time, after 20 years ofstruggling to unite the Mongols for Termu-
jin to request Ong Khan make a clear successor—a clear choice in favor of one over

theother.
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‘Temujin requested a marriage between Jochi, his eldest and Ong Khan's daughter.
If the marriage was accepted, then Ong Khan favored Temujin. Ong Khan refused.
He wanted his biological son to lead, but this man had little talent and absolutely

o following of his own among Ong Khan's people.

‘The Kereyid still saw Temujin as lesser. Ong Khan's clan still held to the aristo-
cratic beliefs. At first, Ong Khan refused the marriage, but the power Genghis
Khan held was to fearsome. Ong Khan decided to set up Temujin, He accepted the

‘marriage and plotted to kill Temujin, much in the way his own father died.

“Temujin had left most of his army behind. He did not have enough men with him
0 stand and fight on the steps. He ordered all his men to fleein various directions
and risked the entirety of what he had gained. Raid after raid attacked him as he
tried to protect his family. Temujin not only had to face his lineage and feel s f

nothing had changed, but he had to face his own internal conflict.

How could aman defeat his greatest obstacle—defeat of his goals and desires in

the face of aristocratic lineage?

Itis a question that willbe answered shortly. During the raids and new conflict,
some men deserted khan going back to Ong Khan or Jemuaqa. Yt,the 19 men

with him stayed. They were of different families, with only one relative of Khan's
among them, Through their hardship, killing a horse, and using it as a symbolic

triumph of survival, they survived with few provisions.

‘Temujin would not give up. No matter what had happened, no matter the setback,
he felt confidence within himself and his loyal followers. It is likely that he wanted
to prove that lineage does not matter. Instead, what matters s the inner determi-

nation to succeed.

Word of a feast being held by Ong Khan to toast his victory of scattering Temu-
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jin back to nothing came through the steppes. It was the opportunity Temujin
‘needed. He sent out his men. It is most likely that the tale he spread was that a
horse came from the heavens to save him and his followers. He would have used

thelegend to show that he was the favored one to unite all of Mongolia.

His army was still intact, despite his absence and purported ruin. His army
learned of the tale and of his power. In a message, his army was told to rush to the

feast and meet Temujin.
Going the Hard Way

Temujin did not want to goin easy, where his presence would be immediately
Known. He took the men with hirm in what was known as the “Lightning Ad-
vance,” and entered the steppes and the feast through a diffcult terrain that
“would not be guarded.

‘Why would an enemy guard a terrain that made no sense to enter through? Itwas
exactly what Temujin thought. They would not. The remote, difficult path was
allowed Temujin to appear earler than anyone could have planned for. He arived,
with his men surrounding the Kereyid camp. For three days they fought,the
Kereyid trying to etreat before the advancing army: Ong Khan deserters joined
“Temujin. He accepted them, s long as there was no treachery or harm to Ong

Khan,

Treachery against their former leader meant possible treachery against him. Much
of Ong Khan's axmy was swallowed by Temujin's masses, not in death, butinal-
Iowing them to oin. Ong khan and his court fled in various directions. Even Ong
Khans son led to the south. Unlike, Temujin he was not able to survive. He died of

thirstin the desert

Jamuga had to flee. His followers started to desert him in the face of the super-
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‘natural protection Genghis Khan seemed to have, as well as the power to survive

against most odds.

Jamuga headed to the Naiman tribe. The Naiman's were the last of the major tribes
of Mongolia that ruled the land. It was the only clan, Temujin had not tried to de-

feat yet. Ong Khan also tried to make i to the Naiman.

‘The race to defeat and capture his enemies was a failure, but rather thanlet his

followers see it as such, Temujin made certain to ruin the reputation of Ong Khan.
Ong Khan's Death

‘Genghis Khan may not have had a victory in terms of killing Ong Khan, or his son,
but they did die fortheir dismissal of Temujin. Ong Khan was alone when he ar-
rived on the borders of the Naiman Confederacy. It was unbelievable that the old
man, alone, without even an emissary, could be such a powerful wartior Feeling
that the man was either crazy or trying to trick the Naiman guard, the guard killed
him
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Chapter 9: The Naiman Confederacy

Legends grew about the death of Ong Khan and the Naiman leader Tayang Khan.
It was written that Ong Khan's head was taken and placed on an altar on top of
an expensive white fabric. It would have been an insult to the Mongals, versus
an honor as Tayang's wife supposedly meant it to be. Tayang further committed

atrocities by beating the head when he found it in the room.

What mattered was not how Ong Khan was treated, but how Genghis Khan used
the story to his advantage. The Naiman's were helping Jamuga, and still a very

‘powerful tribe that stood in Genghis Khan's way of total unification.

“The fight could have started on the battlefield, but instead, Genghis used the story
of Ong Khan to disparage Tayang. He told the Mongols that the leader had no re-
spect among his elatives,including no respect from his wife. He intimated that
Tayang was nothing more than a puppet for his wife o use. It was also said that

she had no liking for the Mongols, and thought they were simply savages.

Asthe stories spread, the Mongols rose in anger. They started to revere Temujin as
their leader. The Naiman's tried to counteract this by capturing aMongol and to
show how pathetic the Mongols were. Temujin used the Naiman's behavior for his

own gain,

At night helit five campfires on the hills at their encampment. The small army
Temujin had with him seemed much larger than it was. Tensions continued toise
between 1202 and 1204, until the Year of the Rat (1204) signified the final battle

between Temujin and the Naimans, as well as Jamuga.

‘Genghis Khan proved his leadership by:
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« Starting small, unpredictable skirmishes.

» Temujin advanced with a small Moving Bush or Tumbleweed formation

of men.

 He dispersed his squads to surround the camps, ensuring they moved.

quietly in the pre-dawn darkness to set up for ambush.

» Naimans could not tell how many people were attacking, nor protect all

sides.

» Temujin's squads also dispersed into different directions, making it im-
possible to follow all of them.

 Genghis Khan used a Lake Formation that required Naiman warriors to

disperse and thin out toattack.

» The third tactic, Temujin employed was to regroup into a Chisel Forma-

tion, which was a narrow formation, but extremely deep.

“The end did not come in a great b, but et again a dispersal of warriors.In the
night many of the Naiman fled. Genghis Khan did not allow his soldiers to follow
Instead, they remained strong in the face of Tayang and Jamuqa. With very few

people lef o fight, Tayang fell His death signified the end of the Naiman Confed-

eracy. Jamuga disappeared into the forest.

For the remaining years, and already 42 years of age, Jamuqa has to live as an out-
cast. Hehad a bandit gang and fed on wild animals. Karma it seemed, had given
Jamuga exactly what Genghis had to suffer in his early childhood- nothing more

than what he could find to survive on.

In 1205, Jamuga was captured by a few followers. They brought him to Temujin as

an offering of the end of Jamuqa's reign. Since Temujin valued loyalty, he did not.
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reward the men who brought the captured blood-brother and enemy to him. He

executed them in front of Jamuga for their disloyalty to Jamuga.

Jamuga after a long confession stated he would try to be a better friend in death
than he had been in death. Temujin forgave Jamuqa and asked to be brothers

again.

“Temujin had reached the point of uniting all Mongols under his rule. He had
offered a better way of life where the aistocrats were kiled for their disloyalty:
He had taken revenge foral the slights provided to him, such as the Taichyiud

for illing his father and enslaving him, the Merkits for kidnapping his wife. On

through those 20 plus years, he exacted revenge and asked for loyalty, and got it

He might have been seen a5 a loodthirsty villain, ut if one looks athis actions,
the actions of those towards him, he rose from nothing and managed to show
howimportant loyalty and fairmess was. Defeating the man that called himself
the chief of allchiefs, ensured that Temujin could take thistile and his followers
gladly gave o him.

In 1206, the khuriltai gave him the title of chief of ll chiefs. He was now the ruler
of Mongolia, but that was not enough for this hero/villain. There was still more to

conquer—there was the world,




image42.png
Chapter 10: Conquering the World- Western
Xia

‘Genghis Khan began small aids into Western Xia. He would continue these raids
through 1207, and finally in 1209 he launched a huge invasion into Xia and China
The war was not an easy one. Xia had enough military power and positionin the
1and to stave off the majority of the attacks. However,a iver was diverted near

‘Vinchuan, which led to the surrender of Emperor Li Anquan in 1210,

“The river actually took out most of Genghis Khar's men, but they were il
powerful and the ruler offn was ot willing to send aid to Western Xia. Instead
the ruler ofjin wanted both sides to be weakened, so he could swoop in and take
Yinchuan. Genghis Khan had more resources than currently near Yinchuan. They
wwere also figuring out ways to breach through the walls of the ciy, trying to find
wweaknesses. The water had wiped out al the crops, Western Xia relied on. There

‘was really no better course of action than to allow Genghis Khan the victory.

‘Western Xia was now Genghis Khanis, but this did not mean the end of war. The
Jurched, while mostly defeated, still had a Golden Khan in China. An envoy was

sent to speak with Genghis about subjugating to the son of the previous Jurched
ruler. Genghis was i his 505 by this time and would not kowtow to any man. He

didn't have to.

He had a nation and probably more than 100,000 men in his army. Western Xia
committed to being a vassal of Mongolia and Genghis Khan. They joined forces to

bring the war on Jin, which would last for 23 years.

‘Yet, this was not the only battle Genghis Khan was fighting. The Xia may have
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fallen to him, but there were other nations. The Jurched or the peaple of Western
Xia, saw many nations fall around them. It is one reason the current ruler had to
give in. Genghis Khan had already taken the Tangut, who knew more about war in

cities than on the steppes.

‘Genghis Khan had to develop other methods, since he didn't know how to take
‘down walled cities. It was why he tried to divert the water, which worked, but

ended up taking out his own camp.
‘The Gobi Crossing

Getting to China required the crossing of the Gobi Desert, This occurred prior to
the fights with Xia. The desert was vast and not the easiest to cross. It was just
sand. Genghis Khan had to take the trek with all the things he would need to sur-
vive and fight. The army set out with al resources that were needed, including,
water, food, and a supply chain that was rather cumbersome. It was not some-

thing most people would have considered doing, let alone attempted.

‘Yet, Genghis Khan had ambitions and he wanted to make this happen. Atleast
his is how it seemed. Why try to cross a vast desert, and go beyond the borders of
China f there was nothing to gain. Of course, trading with China was something.

that would be of great help to the Mongolians.

Clearly, Genghis Khan had learned the importance of trade in prior years and saw
‘how riches and knowledge could prove o create a vast wealth worthy of establish-

inga country politically and economically.

It can be conjectured that Genghis Khan had such success, finally, uniting Mongo-
liaunder his rule that he wished to spread his abilities further, while also ensuring.

that his empire would be able to survive.
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He knew that his life could not last. It was only a matter of time before he would
see his death, since people did not live as old as the human race does not. With his
legacy as the Mongol Empire, it would have made sense for him to consider other

‘ways of ensuring that the Mongol Empire reigned for centuries.

China would not like such a strong empire on their borders and obviously there
wwere raids and fights to try and stop Genghis Khan from rising higher in his
‘powwer. Whatever his motivation, which we may never be wholly certain of, it s
Known thatin aslittle as 17 years, he soldified the push into China and the restof
the world that his family would make

‘Genghis Khar's military strategy was already in place and highly effetive n the
desert and his land. Getcing across the deser, discovering every terrain, and the
path was a part of his military srategy: He wanted to make certain he knew just
where he could go without endangering all of his plans. Scouts were sent in var-
ous directions in order to determine where and how he could escape if needed.

ewas also a way to determine i there was abetter way to gt into China and the

countries he would eventually send his legacy into.

It was mentioned in the history books that Genghis Khan's men were able to move
thousands of miles, without a lot of food and water. They could survive in condi-

tions that the Chinese would diein.

“The culmination of their hardiness and his strategies made certain he survived
even i the face of defeat. Traditional armies tended to go over one path, a path
that was charted and safe. Men would march and march on to their destination.
However, the Khanis army was not like this. They spread out. He always had units
‘moving around him, t protect their flank,sides, front, and ensure that no enemy

could come from a route that was not protected.
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It was this movement of his army and his gal o cross the Gobi Desertthat worried
the Xia. It was also why they surrendered. They knew Genghis Khan would not
give into defeat. He would notstop coming and trying again, as soon as reinforce-
ments arrived in Xia it was nearly a definite outcome that Xia would lose. The
leader of Xia would have known that and knew they could not survive with ittle
food.

‘Wining against Xia was just the beginning. He had to fight Jin to truly end the

Song dynasty and gain control of China.

‘The order of eventslisted came next:
 In 1219, Genghis Khan began the first real battle with the Jin.
 Hestarted with the Khwarezmian Dynasty.

Khwarezmian Dynasty

‘This dynasty was located in central China. From 1219 to 1227, Genghis Khan
‘worked to expand around the dynasty, as well as having direct fights with the
Khwarezmian army. He sent men out to the Islamic states, attempting to grow his

‘empire even further into India, Western Europe, and Arabia.

‘Genghis Khan did not have the objective of always fighting with his enemies in
‘new countries. It does not mean they were aware that he was truly willing to sign

an allegiance with new countries and keep the peace he promised.

From the outside looking in, it was probably more fearful to believe that Genghis
Khan would in some way switch alliances. Afcer ll, he had switched many times
with Mongol leaders as a means of conquering Mongolia, as well as repaying those
who betrayed him in kind.




image46.png
China had to fear such a growing empire, as did the Kinwarezmian Dynasty. At first
‘Genghis Khan approached the dynasty asking to be a neighbor and trade in peace.
Shah Muhammad was not willing tosign a peace treaty,but did so. It was only
ayear after the peace treaty was signed that a Mongol caravan carry envoys into

Otrar, Khwarezmian was decimated.

It was seen as an actof war and a defnite cal to arms. Genghis Khan had many
intelligence sources a the time and spies that road the silk Road. By gathering
information, Genghis Khan was able o prepare an army with a different organiza-
tion than in previous wars. He made sure o add to his cavalry, which were already
feared. He also learned about siege wafare from the Chinese, due o his alliance

with Xia.

He had learned about gunpovder, siege bows, and battering rams. The bows were
able o shoot arrows 20 feet. With the combination of this might and the intel-
ligence netowork, Genghis Khan amassed so much knowledge tht he knew the
military, economic, and palitial sate of ll enemies and current nations border-

ing Mongolia.

‘Genghis Khan had also grown his army to be somewhere in the 400,000 to
700,000 mark. History has never been truly certain about how many people were
inhis army because they were going into several different countries and so spread.

out. It also made it possible for him to win the fights he waged.

Itonly tooktuwo years for Genghis Khan to gain enough intelligence on the
Khwarezmian to wipe out their dynasty. Like many of the battles he was able
o%kill the leaders, absorb the regular people and solidify his trade market even
further.
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Chapter 11: Jin and His Legacy

“The Mongol-Jn War was waged on and off for 23 years. Genghis Khan did not
think he needzd to be second to China. He also did not agree with sending tributes
from Mongolia to China as had occurred in the past. China was certainly a strong,
country, forging many dynasties, and winning many wars. However,Jin's popula-
tion of 20 million and the army of 700,000 strong was not going to be enovgh to
stop Genghis Khan's military prowess. Genghis Khan had his sights set on trade
and taking over the Silk Road trades,

He was willing to set up a deal with the Jin, as long as they saw him as an equal
and did not try to put his people into slavery. With the last war over, and the peace
treaty broken, it is no wonder that Genghis Khan would have been reluctant to

enter a new war or to trust any treaty that would be in his favor.

It was also well known that Jin had a habit of kidnapping people, taking their
‘money, and slaughtering them. If Genghis Khan looked weak, then his country
and his great empire would be threatened. Still, he knew that Jin was very wealthy.

‘There would be plenty of silver coins to collect and pay his army with.

‘Genghis Khan also learned of an advantage when he sent spies into the Jin camp.
‘The Jin were struggling. There was an internal battle. As long as Genghis Khan

took advantage of the internal conflicts that kept arising he could win,
‘The Kyzsl Kum Desert

Khan set his sights on what is now Uzbekistan. It was an important city for the Jin
Dynasty. He wanted to be smart about how he approached, so rather than heading
along the typical roads he took a different path. The Kyzs] Kum Desert was consid-

ered inhospitable. It was a place to die rather than to approach and attack the great.
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gates of the city. It didn't matter to Genghis Khan because his scouts and spies

gave him a way to get through the desert without dying.

‘When he arrived with his great army, fear was certainly a primary emotion. Histo-
sians think about 20,000 Jin warriors fled the city and lefe it open for the Mongols
o take. Taking Bukhara was a defeat in and of tself. It also led to more sackings
of various cities run by Jin Samarkand was attacked next. Any weakness Genghis

Khan could find, he used.

His victory over the whole of China was not to be. He would never see how his
‘work paid off, for the Mongol Empire to rule all of China, parts of India, Europe,

and Russia
His Death and Legacy

Allof these attacks, including the war finally won against the Jin led to Genghis
Khan's legacy. Despite all of the attacks on China's dynasties, it took until after his

deathin 1227 for a complete victory.

Xia still had to be completely wiped out in terms of any counter-attack. The com-
‘plete empire had to be taken to its knees. The way to make all of China fall toits

Knees was to reach Yinchuan,

“There are many legends that tell of Genghis Khanis death, One states, he was
injured in a skirmish in August 1227 and this ed to an infection and death. The
injury could have been sustained by a fallfrom his horse or an arrowin his leg
There is aless likely theory that some researchers and historians believe. They feel
he was simply aging, and had reached the end of h life, passing peacefully away
with his family around him.

‘Genghis Khan was able to support his family with his conquests. He was able to

leave his sons in charge of various sections of claimed land, and name a successor
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torule the Mongol Empire. It would not last. Only alittle more than a century later
all of Genghis Khan's work was split. Mongolia became a smaller country again,
and China was reclaimed by the new Chinese dynasty. Russia fought back and re-

gained their territory.

It seems without the supreme Mongolian leader the Mongol Empire could not sus-
tain its vast reach. Perhaps his grandsons and great grandsons were not as ready’
toadapt tothe needs of the empire or the world was changing with advancements

that made it impossible.

Despite the fall of the Empire, Genghis Khan did leave an impact on the world. He
left his military strategy, his intelligence, and his knowledge of trade, and spread
it. He provided a faimess in a world that did not have it. Unfortunately, the fair-

ness has not lasted, but many of his other ideas have.
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Introduction

‘What do you remember from yous history classes? You may remember a quick
discussion laid out about world leaders who dominated by sheer evil. You might
be more apt o remember the fictional stories that have been written or worse

turned into a movie or TV show. Many of the facts and historical accounts of one
man in particular are often blood thirsty, with a drive towards showing how evil
e ruler can be, yet provide a sense of awe. This man, this legend-—is Genghis

Khan. Heis not  fctional character who was stopped by China, but rather a real

‘person that conquered all of China and expanded west before his death.

Genghis Khan fascinates us because of his abilty torise from a shunned leader
o the most powerful ruler of his time. His intelligence and desires have provided
the world with developments we may never have seen. In 25 years and the estab-
lishment of the Mongol Empire, Genghis Khan conquered more than the Romans
could doin 400 years, (Weatehrford, 2004). Genghis Khan was a warrior with

great power ntelligence, and a reputation that conjured up fear in all who op-

posed him. He s aman wholeft a legacy for his children and grandchildren thatis

stilldiscussed with awe and amazement today.

Exploring the true history of such a powerful leader, enables you to see that from
nothing more than “ashes" in life,you can rise, survive, and lead. Genghis Khan's
life was ot filed with palaces and weakness. It was filled with obstacles that
drove the Khan to succeed. He was able to become unforgettable, even immortal in
the pages of history because of his remarkable ablites. Genghis Khan formed an
army so formidable that their enemies fellin defeat. He did this by requiring loy-
alty from his followers, and training an elite army of 100,000 men. Often less men.

than his opposing forces, but stronger and more agile.




image4.png
But can we call such a leader a villain? Was he truly a hero in the face of opposi-
tion? Scholars debate these points, and will continue to do so for centuries to come
because unless one lives through such a time—it is difficult to truly understand

theleader's motivations mired in lore.

‘This will be a book that will not debate whether Genghis Khan was a heroor a
villain. Instead, it will look at his life, death, conquests, and legacy to provide you

‘with information, entertainment, and a different debate.

‘Would Genghis Khan have succeeded in life, conquering al if he did not face utter
abandonment? Each person faces a different upbringing and i is the trials one
faces that may or may not make us stronger. Was Genghis Khan'searly lfe the
reason, he drove himself beyond the borders of Mongoli to create rules and lavs

benefiting all who were loal to him?

Discover the debate and the most likely answers. Perhaps in those answers, you

‘will igure out whether he was a hero or a villain.
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Chapter 1: Setting the Stage—A Historical

Timeline

‘Genghis Khan and his eastern rule are only a portion of what was happening in
the world atthe time. Yes, he was able to expand his empire, rule China, and be-
come  feared warlord, but he also had opposition from various countries. Unless,
you understand the “stage” his conquests played out o, you won't b able to un-

derstand his great feats.
‘Mongolia

“Today Mongolia i a sovereign landlocked state in East Asia. During Genghis
Khan's lifetime, i grews to cover China, parts of Russia, and threatened several
wwestern countries. Mongolia was ruled by several nomadic empires,including
‘Genghis Khar's empire, which established the Yuan Dynasty. Xiongnu, Xianbe,

‘Turkic Khaganate, and the Rouran are a few of the leading empires.

‘The Xiongnu Empire was formed in 209 BCE. The Xiongnu defeated the Yuezhi
taking over the “steppes” of central and eastern Asia. At the time Mongolia was

slightly larger than modern day Mongolia.

‘Genghis Khan's birth was purportedly in 1162, although some scholars contest
this date. It was not until 1206 that the Mongol Empire, ruled by Genghis Khan

and his famous grandson Kublai Khan, was formed.

In 1260, the Mongol Empire became four smaller empires. The Yuan Dynasty
ruled in China, the Golden Hordes in Russia, the Chaghatai in Central Asia, and the
Ilkhanate ruled in Persia. Most of the four empires were able to last through the

14 century. It was only the Chaghatai Dynasty that survived until 1658,
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‘The Yuan Dynasty started by Kublai Khan ended in 1368. The emperor Toghon
Temur was driven out of China, pushing the Mongols back to the smaller borders.
However, it was not the end of Genghis Khan's legacy. His successors lived on,
some ruling in Mongolia and others in kingdoms around Asia, such as his last rul-
ing relative. Alim Khan was the emir of Bukhara until 1920, He ruled Uzbekistan
(Weatherford, 2004).

China's History

China's first dynasty was started circa 2070 BCE. In 221 BCE, China had the First
Unification of Imperial China, under the Qin Dynasty. The Qin Dynasty ended in
207 BCE. In 207, China’s Qin dynasty surrendered to Liu Bang and the founder of

the Han Dynasty.

‘The Han Dynasty Ruled until 220 AD. At the time, Cao Pi was Chancellor and ruler,

replacing Emperor Xian. Cao Pi called China, Cao Wei.

‘The Middle Dynasties were next, lasting through the middle of the 9* century:
The Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms ruled from 907 o 960. In 960, General Zhao

Kuangyin rose against the Chinese emperor and started the Song Dynasty.

Itis the Song Dynasty that was in rule during Genghis Khan's lfetime. Depending
on the various accounts you read, Kublai Khan started the Yuan Dynasty in 1271,
and the Song Dynasty was completely ended in 1279. Kublai Khan ruled his em-
pire in Dady, what is now Beijing until his death, The Ming Dynasty followed the
Mongols departure from Chins, starting in 1368 and ending in 1644, when the
Qing Dynasty started its rle, lasting until 1911,

Russia
Russian tradition states Viking Rurik came to Russia founding the Novgorod Dy-

‘nasty in 862. Mainly Russia, was inhabited on the far western side of the expanse,




