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Markscheme for History Classroom Essays at IB Level

History classroom essay assignments are marked out of 15 using the following markscheme. Timed essays in examination conditions will be marked using the standard IB markscheme.

L1: 0-2 marks; L2 = 3-4 marks; L3 = 5-6 marks; L4 = 7-8 marks; L5 = 9-10 marks; L6 = 11-12 marks; L7 = 13-15 marks.
	Name of Student:      
	TOTAL/15

	Title of Essay:      
	

	
	L1 - 1 Mark
	L2 - 2 Marks
	L3 - 3 Marks
	L4 - 4 Marks
	Bonus Mark
	

	Introduction / Conclusion

[score]
	Introduction ‘sets the scene’ and outlines what factors will be considered. 

Conclusion summarises the main points made in the essay.


	Introduction ‘sets the scene’ and summarises what the essay will seek to prove. 

Conclusion summarises the main points made in the essay and establishes clear lessons for what this topic provides for today.
	
	
	
	Comments

     

	Structure
[score]
	Narrative 

Although not incoherent, the essay is a narrative account of events with very little analysis.


	Narrative with bolt-on analysis

There is some limited analysis, but the response is primarily narrative/descriptive in nature rather than analytical. 


	Opening paragraph sentences are arguments, but do not link together consistently.

The response makes appropriate links and/or comparisons although these are not always convincing.
	Opening paragraph sentences are arguments, and consistently link together consistently to provide a balanced ‘path’ of argument.

Arguments are consistently clear, coherent and effective in terms of links and/or comparisons
	
	

	Breadth
[score]
	Key factors overlooked
There is limited understanding of the demands of the question. Key aspects of the topic will be completely overlooked.
	Lack of balance between paragraphs
There is sound understanding of the demands of the question. The most important aspects of the topic will be covered, but not in a suitably balanced manner.
	Lack of balance within paragraphs

There is good understanding of the demands of the question. The most important aspects of the topic will be covered in a suitably balanced manner. However, there is little awareness of different perspectives and concepts within each paragraph.
	Excellent range and balance

Responses are clearly focused, showing a high degree of awareness of the demands and implications of the question. There is rigorous evaluation of different perspectives and concepts, and this evaluation is integrated effectively into a sophisticated answer. 


	
	

	Depth

[score]
	Limited use of classroom materials

The essay relies on partial use of classroom notes. The relevance of this knowledge is not always established.
	Good use of materials

Appropriate evidence is drawn effectively from classroom notes and / or wider reading. This is used to substantiate the arguments being presented.   
	Excellent use of evidence, used illustratively
Plenty of evidence is also used from wider reading (e.g. quotes, historiography, statistics), but is taken at face value AND/OR a bibliography is not included. 


	Excellent use of evidence, used critically (its reliability is regularly questioned) 

The examples used are appropriate and relevant, and are used effectively to support the analysis/evaluation. 
	Any candidate in Level 3 or 4 gains an additional bonus mark if they include a bibliography AND footnotes in their essay. 
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