HE THINKS IT°S ALL OVER — BUT IS TT? : HE THINKS IT°S ALL OVER - BUT IS 117

® King John’s second question: did kings lose all their
power?

al power and the

“So, | was wrong about Parliament! It was my
grandson, Edward 1, who started regular
meetings of Parliament. He sounds like a
tough, clever king to control Parliament. of the 5
But what happened after Edward? oree with k ec e last king

Here’s my second question: did kings lose y real pow
all their power after that? My theory is that
once Parliament got going kings didn’t have
any power left.”

ver of the king.

Hichl @ ~ Before and after the Norman : ' ' o In the 1260s, the barons again tried to control a king. This time it was
g e Congquest in 1066, kings : ol Henry Ill. They held meetings, called parliaments, so that they could
ruled the country with : = run the country. This failed too. The king was still too powerful to
advice from their barons. : be controlled.
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In 1215, the barons tried Edward Il and Richard Il both tried to rule the country =
to control King John by without advice from the barons. The barons rebelled: )
making him keep to a against them both. The barons won, but they were still
written agreement called faced with the problem of how to control the king. If,
Magna Carta. This failed! / at any point, the king regained control he would execute
The king was too powerful the rebels. They realised that the only way to control a :
to; e santialled. king was to execute him and choose a new king.
o This is why both Edward and Richard were deposed.
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Parliament met regularly during the 1300s and 1400s. Parliament in 1500 was very different from Parliament today:
England was at war with France and kings needed * The king was firmly in control. He only called Parliament
{ Parliament to agree to taxes. In return, kings listened when he needed it and it only met for a few weeks at a time.
I to complaints from Parliament and were willing to agree  * The House of Commons had little real power. It was
to requests. The knights and merchants (the Commons) expected to agree to the king's plans for taxation, but it
attended more and more regularly. By 1337, Edward Ill rarely discussed important issues such as foreign policy.
/ had agreed that whenever the Lords met, the Commons ~ * The House of Lords was far more powerful than the House
should also meet. They met in separate rooms and this of Commons. The barons and the bishops were the
is how we get the names the 'House of Commons' and wealthiest people in the country and could influence the
the 'House of Lords'. king's decisions.
* Only the rich could vote for Members of Parliament. 95 per cent of
the population had no say in how the country was governed.

Edward | held th first regular meetings
! of Parliament so that he could get agreement
Low for taxes to fund his wars more easily.
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