
In Congress, July 4, 1776. The unanimous 
Declaration of the thirteen united States of 
America,

[Preamble]
When in the Course of human events, it becomes neces-

sary for one people to dissolve the political bands which 
have connected them with another, and to assume among 
the Powers of the earth, the separate and equal station 
to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle 
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires 
that they should declare the causes which impel them to 
the separation.

[Declaration of Natural Rights]
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.

That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted 
among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of 
the governed,

That whenever any Form of Government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to 
alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, lay-
ing its foundation on such principles and organizing its 
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to 
effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will 
dictate that Governments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all 
experience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves 
by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But 
when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 
invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them 
under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, 
to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards 
for their future security.

[List of Grievances]
Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; 

and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter 
their former Systems of Government. The history of the 

impel force

despotism unlimited power

endowed provided
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What It Means
The Preamble The Declaration of 
Independence has four parts. The Preamble 
explains why the Continental Congress 
drew up the Declaration.

What It Means
Natural Rights The second part, the 
Declaration of Natural Rights, states that 
people have certain basic rights and that 
government should protect those rights. 
John Locke’s ideas strongly influenced this 
part. In 1690 Locke wrote that government 
was based on the consent of the people 
and that people had the right to rebel if 
the government did not uphold their right 
to life, liberty, and property.

What It Means
List of Grievances The third part 
of the Declaration lists the colonists’ com-
plaints against the British government. 
Notice that King George III is singled out  
for blame.


	The American Vision
	Table of Contents
	National Geographic Geography Skills Handbook
	Globes and Maps

	Unit 1: Creating a Nation, Beginnings to 1816
	Chapter 2: The American Revolution, 1754–1783
	The Declaration of Independence


	Unit 2: The Young Republic, 1789–1850
	Chapter 6: The Spirit of Reform, 1828–1845
	Section 4: The Abolitionist Movement


	Unit 3: The Crisis of Union, 1848–1860
	Chapter 8: Sectional Conflict Intensifies, 1848–1877
	Section 3: The Union Dissolves


	Unit 8: A Time of Upheaval, 1954–1975
	Chapter 25: The Civil Rights Movement, 1954–1968
	Section 3: New Civil Rights Issues


	Unit 9: A Changing Society, 1968–Present
	Chapter 28: Politics and Economics, 1968–1980
	Section 4: New Approaches to Civil Rights

	Chapter 30: A Time of Change 1980–2000
	Section 4: An Interdependent World




	Internet Link

