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The Apartheid Laws

 “There is no space for him [the "Native"] in the European Community above certain forms of labour. For this reason it is of no avail for him to receive training which has its aim in the absorption of the European Community, where he cannot be absorbed. Until now he has been subjected to a school system which drew him away from his community and misled him by showing him the greener pastures of European Society where he is not allowed to graze”. 

Minster of Native Affairs, Dr. Hendrik Verwoerd, speaking in the South African Parliament
What is apartheid?
• In 1948 the National Party, led by Dr Daniel Malan, won a General Election and promised to introduce Apartheid (separation) into South Africa. 

• Discrimination occurred at two levels:

▪ Grand Apartheid, which established separate racial homelands and areas across the country.
▪ 'Petty Apartheid' which segregated public facilities in those territories (e.g. transport, schools).

Note: Many of these apartheid laws have their roots in the segregationary legislation of the pre-war period. What is distinctive about these new laws is the fact that they were justified on racist rather than economic lines, imposed across all the provinces, and enforced with much more viciousness.
Tasks

1. Read the details about each Act and use these to complete the second column with the correct titles from this list:

Population Registration Act | Bantu Self-Government / Authorities Acts | Group Areas Act | Bantu Education Act | Separate Amenities Act | Public Safety Act |
2. Two of the ‘details’ cells have been left intentionally blank. Conduct your own research on these to complete the column.

3. Add an appropriate captioned image of your choice to complete the final column. Choose your images carefully.

4. Using the list of apartheid legislation at https://goo.gl/AmBnYJ, identify ONE further piece of apartheid legislation passed before 1965 that strikes you as particularly important. Add a further row into your table to bring your list up to TEN key pieces of legislation.
Final outcome

5. Share your additional pieces of legislation as a class (e.g. using Padlet, as per this example: http://padlet.com/wall/5vo3gay0blzx). With a detailed list of legislation now developed, organize the legislation into appropriate categories of your choice, being sure to give each one a heading. If you can come up with an acronym to summarise your categories, even better!
TIP: You may wish to develop this with the legislation dated before 1948 that we considered earlier in the unit.

Discussion Points

• What fundamental human rights were violated by these laws?

• What recommendations do you have to make the law fairer?

Other ideas

• Generate some scenarios for different ‘crimes’ in the first person (as defence statements). Other students in role as judges will have to bang their gavel once they have identified the law being broken. 
	Date
	Act
	Details
	Captioned Image

	1950, 1952
	 
	• Required that every person be classified within a hierarchy specified as white, colored, Asian or Bantu (black African). 

• The political, civil, economic and social rights available to each group decreased according to their race. 

• Only whites could vote. 

• The wording of the Act exposed its stupidity: "A White person is one who is in appearance obviously white – and not generally accepted as Coloured – or who is generally accepted as White – and is not obviously Non-White, provided that a person shall not be classified as a White person if one of his natural parents has been classified as a Coloured person or a Bantu...A Bantu is a person who is, or is generally accepted as, a member of any aboriginal race or tribe of Africa...A Coloured is a person who is not a White person or a Bantu...” 

• Against this garbled logic, bizarre tests were used to determine race – including examining the colour of peoples’ eyelids and putting a pencil in the hair to see if it fell out or not!

• This could even lead to members of an extended family being classified as belonging to different races, as covered in the film “Skin” (pictured)
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Still from the film “Skin” showing the main character being classified

(see video clip here - http://goo.gl/WGgs0x)

	1950
	
	• Formally divided South Africa up into territories where the different race groups had to live.

• The areas designated for the Blacks were called Bantustans.

• Blacks had no property rights in the White areas, and could only live there with state permission.

• In an attempt to clean out “Black Spots” 3.5 million people were forced to leave their homes under this act between 1951 and 1986, especially in the regions around Johannesburg (e.g. Sophiatown, forcibly cleared in 1955) where they found work as miners. 

• Blacks ended up with only given 14% of the land, known as the ‘Tribal Homelands’, even though they made up over 80% of the population. 
	

	1949-50
	The Prohibition of Mixed Marriages / Immorality Acts
	 
	

	1950 / 1951
	
	• Divided territories designated for blacks into “bantustans” (or “homelands”) based upon 10 tribal groupings. 

• Stripped blacks of their rights to participate in the national government of South Africa.

• Instead, blacks only had the right to vote for the puppet governments in their territory. 
	

	1952
	The Pass Laws
	 
	

	1953
	
	• Enforced the segregation of all public facilities. 

• The main aim was to eliminate any and all contact between white people and other races. 

• Signs were erected indicating areas that were for “Europeans Only” or “Non-Europeans Only”. 

• The Act also stated that facilities provided for the different races need not be equal, with the result that the white areas were always of a better standard and more convenient than for the other races.
	

	1953
	
	• Provided an inferior and separate education for black children and youth. 

• Its objective was to direct young black people into lower level jobs. 

• H.F. Verwoerd, they key architect of apartheid, said that “The Natives will be taught from childhood to realise that equality with Europeans is not for them. There is no place for the Bantu child above the level of certain forms of labour.” 
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Still from the film “Skin” showing how Afrikaans children were educated

(see video clip here -  http://goo.gl/WGgs0x)

	1953
	
	• Empowered the government to declare states of emergency and increased penalties for protestors.

• The penalties included fines, imprisonment and whippings. 

• The government could back-date a state of emergency to protect the police if they acted violently.

• In 1960, a large group of blacks in Sharpeville refused to carry their passes; the government declared a state of emergency. The emergency lasted for 156 days, leaving 69 people dead and 187 people wounded. 
	

	1954
	Natives Resettlement Act
	
	


The Apartheid Laws to 1964

• Organise nine key pieces of Apartheid legislation into this Diamond 9 diagram, with the most unjust towards the very top, making it clear why you placed them there.

• Colour code the different pieces of legislation and provide a key.

	

	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	


